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T he Center for Career Services and Cooperative Education interviewed Montclair State Alum MaryLinda Schumann about her 30-year career in the specialty chemicals business with Chemetall US Inc.  Science majors listen up! 

Career Services and Cooperative Education: Hi MaryLinda! Welcome back to Montclair.  I can’t wait to hear about your interesting career in the chemistry field.  You are now the Technical Support Manager at Chemetall US, Inc, but what did you major in while you attended Montclair? 

MLS: Great to be speaking with you.  I have a double Bachelors ’78 in Chemistry and Biology  and also a Masters ’83 in Chemistry, all from MSU! I always knew I wanted to be a chemist.  All my chemistry professors in college were good, especially Dr. Kasner- he was great!
CSCE: So you always knew your industry was for you?  

MLS: Well, this was dumb luck! When I was graduating MSU, I was looking for any chemistry job, and saw an ad for a Maintenance Person for a chemical company.  I blindly sent off my resume, and coincidentally they had let someone go that week.  So my timing was good for an interview.  As is the case with most fresh-out-of -school students, I didn’t really know what was out there, let alone know anything about specialty chemicals.  
CSCE: Wow! How lucky that you landed a job right out of school! Tell me about your organization.  

MLS: Chemetall is a well-known name in the specialty chemical business world wide, but they have that small company feel.  I have been here for over 30 years, and because of that I have had the opportunity to do many things that I would not have been able to do if I were in a smaller or larger company.  It has been great, and it continues to be a great learning experience.  The people are great, too.      

CSCE: It is great you are still learning after all these years! What is the typical day like at your job? 

MLS: Being in Management, no two days are the same, and I gave up having a “To Do” list for the day a long time ago.  I have responsibility for three groups here in NJ: the Technical Call Center, Technical Support and Analytical.  I also have responsibility for a Testing Lab in Michigan, and a small Technical Support Lab in California.  So a lot of my time is making sure that everything in these groups moves smoothly, and dealing with any issues that arise, which could be project related, personnel related, or any number of things.  We are also in the process of building a new plant in Michigan that will house the lab that is currently there, so I am working with architects and contractors! Never a dull moment.  

CSCE: You are such a busy woman! With all those different people to communicate with, whom do you enjoy working with most?  

MLS: There really isn’t one group that I prefer.  As is always the case, there are people (at Chemetall and our customers) that you “hit it off” with, and they are always more fun to work with, even in difficult situations.  

CSCE: Very true! What would you identify as the most rewarding aspect of your job?  

MLS: I love when one of my groups works tirelessly on a project that results in good sales or the resolution of a difficult problem.  I like to see them get recognized for their hard work.  
CSCE: It is always great when your team succeeds.  Do you have any special advice for Montclair’s up and coming chemists? 

MLS: This is something that I have told people I work with, as well as my daughters.  When you get up in the morning, you had better be glad that you are going to the job you have and that you enjoy it, or it is time to reconsider what you are doing.  In the 30+ years I have been here, I only had about a 6-month window where I really hated what I was doing and I did start looking into my other options.
CSCE: It seems like you know what is really important in life, MaryLinda! What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? 

MLS: I haven’t had much spare time lately, but I like to spend time with my husband and my two daughters, one who is an MSU grad, and the second just returned to MSU to finish up her degree.  I like to bake and cook, and lately play “Words with Friends”!  

