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Professional Networking Sites

(Most professional networking sites require membership in order to utilize the services provided.  Also, some may require a fee-based membership in order to utilize all of the services provided.)

FastPitchNetworking.com – Fast Pitch Networking is a professional networking site that markets itself primarily to small businesses, marketing professionals, and sales professionals who are looking to grow their business.  Fast Pitch offers many features, such as blog distribution, event promotion, press release service, videos, photos, live chat and much more in order to connect individuals and promote business.  The design and usability of this site is very similar to Facebook and should be easily adopted by most individuals.  Creating a Fast Pitch profile is free of charge; however, fee based profile services start at $14/month.  The search engine functions on a “matching system” in which Fast Pitch will recommend potential contacts and costumers based on mutual interests, fields, and needs.  In the end, Fast Pitch seems useful for those in the business field looking for the familiar usability of Facebook but a completely professional experience.  

MeetUp.com – Meetup is a unique networking site in that the ultimate goal is to meet individuals in the real world.  The site is composed of different groups located in varying cities and states around the country.  Members of these groups will pay a membership fee, plan events, and physically meet with each other as often or as seldom as they chose.  Many groups on Meetup are of a social nature and not professional in any way, however, there are groups that offer professional networking opportunities.  Ultimately, Meetup may be beneficial to individuals that would like to harness the internet to search out contacts but feel more comfortable socializing in face to face gatherings.  

BrazenCareerist.com – Brazen Careerist is a professional networking site that features different methods of connecting with people.  The truly unique feature that Brazen Careerist markets is “Network Roulette”.  This feature allows two random professionals to communicate to each other.  Additionally, members can join groups, search out individual profiles, and search out individuals based on common location, interests, profession, and leisure activities.  Furthermore, Brazen Careerist offers a Job Listing section that is available to members.  Therefore, Brazen Careerist offers many great features and seems approachable to college seniors, graduate students, and young professionals.  

Ecademy.com – Ecademy is one of the older professional networking sites considering it began a little over 10 years ago.  Member profiles can be created at no cost; however, they do advertise two fee based memberships.  The reviews of Ecademy are mixed.  Many members are very satisfied with the services provided while others did not stay long time members.  As a result, it seems that Ecademy certainly has something to offer small business entrepreneurs looking for networking opportunities.  

NetworkingForProfessionals.com – Networking for Professionals is a website that offers the benefits of online networking and face to face contact.  Members of this website are welcomed to attend regularly scheduled networking events held in major cities across the country at a reduced cost.   Also, the site offers a member directory with an extensive profile page for ease of communication.  Unlike many other websites, Networking for Professionals members mainly communicate via email and telephone.  

Ziggs.com – Ziggs offers a clean, crisp website for individuals looking for online networking opportunities.  Many of today’s popular features, including powerful search options, instant messaging, private and public groups, and much more can be found on Ziggs.  Additionally, Ziggs offers a job bank and a resume alert each time a recruiter looks at a member’s profile.  One of the drawbacks of Ziggs is its relatively small membership.  Therefore, for individuals with a busy schedule, larger websites may be more beneficial.  

Which is best for me?

FastPitchNetworking.com and BrazenCareerist.com seem to be the two websites that students at MSU would gain the most.  The websites’ usability is much like that of Facebook.com which would be very familiar to almost all MSU students.  Additionally, the websites’ reviews seem to be positive.  The appeal for both of these sites is the exchange of professional ideas.  For instance, BrazenCareerist.com allows members to create a traditional resume and a resume that tailors to their original, unique ideas concerning the professional topic that interests them the most.  

The familiarity that comes with both of these websites may also be the biggest cause for concern.  Facebook.com has become engrained into the lives of students; however, it is extremely social and in many ways not professional.  Students may mistake the familiar usability and aesthetics of these websites as having a similar etiquette as Facebook.com.  Students should always be reminded that they are in control of their professional brand and that due diligence must be taken when using social media for professional purposes.  
Learn more about professional networking sites by visiting the following website:
http://www.montclair.edu/CareerServices/studentservices/internetresources.html
