American Democracy Project

Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date: 
October 12, 2006 

Meeting Time: 
12:00-1:00pm 

Meeting Place: 
Sprague Library – Special Collections Room 

Attendees: 

Rick Brown

Todd Kelshaw
Gurvinder Kaneja
Freyda Lazarus 
Phillip LeBel

Delores McMorrin

Bryan Murdock 

Dana Natale 

Daniel Peltz

Allyson Straker-Banks
Greg Waters
I. Welcome to  New Members
Welcome to New Members: Phillip LeBel and Jack Baldwin LeClair
II. 

Approval of Minutes
September 2006 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

III.      October Programming Activities

a. Brown Bag Lunch 
          G. Waters hosted the first Brown Bag Lunch on October 4, 2006 at 
          12:30 in the Sprague Library.  Three Russian librarians spoke
          on the topic “Freedom of Information” which explored censorship 
          in Russia and the United States.  It was a lively, worthwhile discussion.
b. MSU ADP Team Presentation

Freyda Lazarus, Gurvinder Kaneja, Bryan Murdock, and Greg Waters presented to the ADP planning committee of Western Connecticut University.  The group discussed data gathering approaches and the interpretation of  findings. The presentation was successful.
c. Co-sponsoring of Programs

The ADP committee will co-sponsor the following two programs with New Student Experience and the Student Government Association respectively: Register to Vote on October 18 at 2:00 pm, and Discussions with Congressmen Bill Pascrell and John Murtha on October 23 from 3:00-4:30 pm.

IV. 
Discussion Items 
a. Get Out to Vote Campaign

                    Rick Brown is working closely with the SGA to widely publicize the 



campaign.  Approximately 250 people were registered last month.  

It was noted that there are particular groups of MSU employees who are registered to vote, but are not voting.  Delores is working on an initiative to address this issue. Freyda Lazarus, Bryan Murdock, Greg Waters, and Delores McMorrin will also represent ADP by having a table at the SGA voting campaign. Information that can be placed on the table will be acquired from New Jersey Peace Action by Dana Natale and from the League of Women Voters by Freda Lazarus.


b. Immigration Rights Speaker



Delores McMorrin is completing the final details in confirming a 



speaker for November 16  from 4:00-5:30. Two sections from the 



Presidential Leadership learning community will attend this 



event.


c. Point of View Series


Daniel Peltz will review the movie “Twelve Disciples of Nelson 


Mandela”. It was suggested that he consider having this event 


during Black History Month. The event will be promoted through 

student clubs and organizations, as well as in classes.

V. Committee Reports

a. Assessment Committee



A summary of the findings from the audit conducted by 



Gurvinder Kaneja is available on the ADP website.  She received a 



good response rate to the survey such that it is generalizable to 



the larger MSU population. Ms. Kaneja will provide the ADP 



committee with a list of suggestions based on her findings.  This 



will be a topic of discussion at the next ADP meeting.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 14 at 12 noon in the Special Collections Room, Sprague Library.

Respectfully submitted,

Allyson Straker-Banks, Recorder
