Minutes

ADP Steering Committee

April 2, 2007

Attendees: Nilana Kotadia, Daniel Peltz, Dana Natale, Rick Brown, Greg Waters, Ken Brook, Delores McMorrin, Phillip LeBel and Freyda Lazarus

Decision Issues: The following issues were presented for discussion and decisions by the Steering Committee:

a. Should The ADP recommend that classes be cancelled on Election Day in order to support the get out the vote agenda of the ADP? It was recommendation that the ADP not support canceling classes on Election Day.  Some discussion was given to the possible use of MSU buses to facilitate voting for students with an MSU registration address.

b. Should the ADP Steering Committee recommend to the Provost that MSU apply for the Carnegie Classification for Community Engagement? After some discussion about the creation of a White Paper, review of universities that currently obtained this designation, it was agreed that the Campus Coordinator should speak with the Provost regarding his interest in pursuing the designation and what steps he believes are appropriate for MSU to pursue. No materials will be prepared until a meeting with the Provost is held.

c. Is there agreement that the ADP should go forward with recruiting student candidates for an internship with an organization, "Democracy Matters’? There was consensus that this is a good opportunity for our students and the ADP should continue to locate internships that raise student’s level of civic engagement. This 20 hr. per week internship, beginning September, 2007, would provide a $750 stipend, with enrollment in a 3-4 credit internship course. The internship responsibilities would include building coalitions of student activists on campus, and give primary focus to the issue of public funding election reform.  It was recommended that we go forward with circulating this opportunity on campus. 

Updates:

a. League of Women Voters at MSU:  There was general discussion about the desirability of starting a MSU Chapter of the League of Women Voters of NJ.with favorable endorsement by the Steering Committee. The Director of the Women’s Center and the ADP Coordinator will be in touch with the state and national League to pursue the idea. Currently there are no campus-based units of the LWV.

b. The ADP Task Force in Preparation for Election 2008 has been established. The first meeting of the Task Force will be April 20, 2007.

c. The ADP Program Committee: The March 27th ACE-Net Luncheon appears to have been a great success. Esmilda Abreu, Director of The Women’s Center began the program with a presentation followed by a report by Gurvinder Khaneja about the campus engagement survey undertaken by the ADP FY07.  Analyses on differences in how women and men responded to survey questions were revealed. Following the presentations, Gurvinder Khaneja, Joan Ficke, Margaree Coleman-Carter, Marybeth Henry, and Dana Natale participated in a lively and interesting panel discussion. A special note of thanks was given to Dana Natale for organizing the event with/for the Programming Committee.

Presentation:


Roger Salomon, SBUS IT Coordinator, gave a presentation on various types of information technologies that students use within and beyond the classroom environment.  He discussed subscriptions and features of RAVE, AIM, Facebook, and MySpace.  After some discussion in response to his laptop projection presentation, there was some consensus that for purposes of ADP communications, the first three were far and away superior to MySpace.  Roger Salomon estimates that RAVE is used by well over 90 percent of MSU students, as is the case with AIM.  We did not have clear statistics on the use of Facebook.  Further discussion is likely to ensue from the presentation, which was much appreciated by members in attendance.

The next meeting of the ADP will be May 7, 2007 at 1:00 pm, Sprague Library, Special Collections Room

Respectfully submitted,

Phillip LeBel

