American Democracy Project

Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date: 
November 14, 2006 

Meeting Time: 
12:00-1:00pm 

Meeting Place: 
Sprague Library  

Attendees: Brian Murdoch, Jack Baldwin LeClair, Freyda Lazarus, Dana Natale, Phillip LeBel, Todd Kelshaw, Delores McMoran, Gurvinda Khaneja, Rick Brown, Carolyn Jones.

A welcome  was extended to Jack Baldwin-LeClair, new ADP Steering Committee member.  Meeting minutes from October were approved.
A review of the October events with a special thank you to: Greg Waters for the discussion forum with the Russian Librarians; Bryan Murdock and Dana Natale for the Youth Vote workshop as part of the First Year Success Series and to Rick Brown and his team for the success of the voter registration and get out the vote activities that took place throughout the campus.
The voter registration drive and campus awareness was a successful collaboration with multiple groups including ADP, AFT, Student Involvement and the Montclair Glenridge League of Women Voters. MSU success paralleled the national effort to heighten awareness among 18-26 year olds.  The Thursday 11/16 speaker on immigration arranged by Delores McMorrin was acknowledged of another successful example of a cross-campus collaboration.
Todd Kelshaw will chair the Sub Committee on Outreach and Communication whose purpose is to coordinate public relations, maintain the MSU web presence and document archives. All notices of events should go to him.

Three events were presented for ADP co-sponsorship and will be reviewed by Greg Waters, chair of the Sub Committee on Sponsorship and Partnerships: the Brown Bag Lunch program by Phil LeBel on 11/21/06; the conference on Building Better Communities on 12/1/06 and the 1/26/07 Service-learning Faculty Fellows Program with Dr. Elizabeth Minnich, Senior Fellow, AACU.
Rick Brown will be working with Daniel Peltz to start the  POV film series with the film "The Twelve Disciples of Nelson Mandela" for the February' African American Heritage Month.  
Discussion ensued on other campus wide initiatives and the faculty were asked to try to identify or to create more brown bag lunches with speakers.

Gurvinder Khaneja, chair of the Assessment Sub Committee reviewed the outcomes of the recent ADP faculty and student surveys. She concluded that students were not as aware of issues as faculty and staff and that profile and presence is crucial for continued ADP success. She determined that standard days and times are helpful to attract students as are topics such as “voting” where there can be concrete action.
GENED courses were discussed as an excellent reinforcement of democratic principles. The new theme , “Democracy Promise and Performance” may prove valuable in advancing ADP goals.  Other suggestions were teach-ins or learn-ins which had a neutral or objective message and blogging as a way to both advertise and promote ADP activities.  It was suggested that we tap into SGA energy and resources. In the context of reaching students with other methods, a “Freedom Walls” was mentioned with both a paper and digital form.  Jack LeClair will research an electronic “Free Speech” wall and Phil LeBel will investigate the progress on the new theme for GENED.
The Sub Committee on Events and Programming needs to be created with a plan made for next year with all activities promoted in a consistent and cohesive manner. Anne Frechette did create a “branding mechanism” for the ADP and it was suggested that we review the visual image as well as the tag line-“the University’s catalyst for educating and inspiring students to become engaged participants in American civic life”. It was agreed that there is no need for a separate Constitution committee. 
The following persons agreed to serve on this ADP Sub Committee on Events and Programming: Rick Brown, Dana Natale, Delores McMorrin, Michelle Campagna and Allyson-Stryker-Banks. Because more students and student groups need to be involved, Rick Brown agreed to locate more students and groups to link with ADP activities. The Sub Committee members also agreed to identify other students who may be interested. Todd Kelshaw will be exploring how students and faculty from his discipline can advance the goals of the ADP. The Sub Committee will meet over the January break, if possible.
Respectfully submitted,

Jack Baldwin LeClair, Recorder
