American Democracy Project
Meeting Minuets

Meeting Date: December 12, 2006

Meeting Time: 12:00- 1:00pm

Meeting Place: Sprague Library

Attendees: Freyda Lazarus, Dana Natale, Rick Brown, Greg Walters, Gurvinda Khaneja, Ken Brook, Lisa Brown, Jack Baldwin LeClair, Philip LeBel, Delores McMoran, Todd Kelshaw, Allyson Straker Banks.

A welcome was extended to Lisa Brown, a new Events and Programming sub committee member. 
Meeting minuets from November, 2006 were approved.

Delores McMorrin reported on a program presented by Parastou Hassouri, a speaker from the ACLU. She presented a program on immigration with an emphasis on the history of immigration since the country was formed. There were over 125 students, faculty and staff who attended the program.  For those steering committee members who attended there was a general agreement that the program was a success and the ADP will turn to ACLU for programming in the future.
Philip LeBel reported on the latest brown bag lunch on institutional reform in Africa. Statistical analysis was discussed on per capita income as relative to democracy. We agreed that in order for there to be an increase in per capita income their needs to be democracy as to curb corruption.
Dana Natale reported on the service learning conference; more than 200 people attended. Feedback from participants has been extremely positive. Senator Cody and Jane Oates were the keynote speakers. Ken Brook added that MSU’s service-learning program has developed a unique system of operation that is a model for other schools to emulate and we need to spread our accomplishments and message nationally.

General Education Update – there are problems with attracting faculty to commit to teach contemporary issues classes. We need to think of ways to attract more faculty to the theme we proposed, “Democracy Promise and Performance”. We will continue to discuss potential solutions at the next meeting.

Rick Brown and Dan Peltz reported on the POV series program “The Twelve Disciples of Nelson Mandela”. The program date and time is still pending, as we are looking for classes to sit in on the program. It will probably be on a Thursday in February.
Jill Siorty and her students are eager to work with the ADP. The Events and Programming subcommittee will meet in January to discuss plans. The committee will explore the feasibility of using the new citizenship test as a vehicle for educating incoming first-year students. There was a general discussion about the feasibility of requiring incoming students to be registered voters prior to attending MSU.

Upcoming Events – Harnessing the Power of Engagement on January 26, 2007. Special guest is Dr. Elizabeth Minnich. 

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Peltz, Recorder

