American Democracy Project
Meeting Minutes
· Meeting Date: February 5, 2007

· Meeting Time: 1:00-2:15

· Meeting Place: Sprague 
Attendees: Freyda Lazarus, Rick Brown, Greg Waters, Jack Baldwin LeClair, Phil LeBel, Delores McMorrin, Todd Kelshaw, Nilam Kotadia

· Minutes of December, 2006 were approved.
· The Committee discussed the  presentation 
Harnessing the Power of Engagement held on January 26, 2007

 by Elizabeth Minnich and a panel of MSU Faculty.
It was suggested that a write up be submitted for the web site

· Jack Baldwin LeClair began a discussion of several issues connected with the new electronic media available to students, including access and first amendment rights. He suggested that the University ought to investigate the feasibility of an interactive art and communication  space to encourage the free exchange of ideas, perhaps in conjunction with the Montclarion. Todd mentioned that there was an initiative in the College of the Arts to develop a new School of Media and Communications, and offered to explore whether this project was something the new school might be interested in pursuing. Phil Lebel offered to invite Roger Salomon from the School of Business to make an informal presentation to the committee about the various new media students are employing (ie, Facebook, MySpace) to determine whether the committee might want to make use of them to advertise new projects and events.
· It was reported that Prof. Jill Siroty from Communications Studies and her pr students will assist with the committee on improved campus communications as a class project this term.
· The committee continued discussion on programming activities for Spring,2007. The Events and Programming Sub Committee met immediately after the committee meeting to begin to establish a program for next year, to locate student groups to collaborate with and to devise ways to promote the ADP events. 
· Sub Committee Members include Rick Brown, Dana Natale, Delores McMorrin, Michelle Campagna, Allyson Stryker Banks, Daniel Peltz and Lisa Brown.
Rick Brown announced that there would be a screening of 
The Twelve Disciples of Nelson Mandela (part of the public television  POV series) with a panel discussion afterwards on Feb. 19 in Room 411 of the Student Center, from 5:30-7:30. Freyda Lazarus reported on a meeting with Gabrielle Charette about inviting candidates on campus in conjunction with the 2008 elections.
       The national ADP conference will be conducted in Philadelphia this June, from Thursday June 7 to Saturday June 9. A proposal was submitted by Rick Brown and Freyda Lazarus, and the national organization is interested in having us participate. Contact Freyda if you would like to be part of the panel from the University. Funding is likely to depend on department or college support.
· The next meeting of the committee, which will include the presentation on new media mentioned about, is scheduled for March 5 in the President’s conference room on the main floor of College Hall.
· Future meetings are scheduled for April 2 and  May 7 in the Special Collections Room of Sprague Library.
Respectfully submitted,

Greg Waters
