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Montclair State group cleans up flood trash in Little Falls 

A group of 15 volunteers from Montclair State University trudged through the woodsy Morris 
Canal Preserve Wednesday morning, where they dragged tires, metal debris, and other trash 
away from the nearby Passaic River for proper disposal.  

They did so, in part, to make way for a walkway down to and along the river that the township's 
Alliance for a Better Community (ABC) is hoping will come to be with the help of a grant they 
have applied for from the Passaic County Open Space and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. 

"Any time we can all work together it's wonderful. That's what it's all about," said Renea 
Shapiro, president of the ABC. "And it's nice to keep the area clean." 

Beth Toussaint, the coordinator for the volunteer resource center at Montclair State, and a 
volunteer for AmeriCorps' Environment Education and Community Outreach program, led the 
effort. 

"I was thinking this would be an opportunity to give students who aren't home on spring break 
something meaningful to do," she said. 

Toussaint had contacted the ABC. They directed her group to the Passaic County Planning 
Department, which then found and helped facilitate project for them at the Morris Canal Preserve 
in Little Falls, through which runs the county's Morris Canal Greenway. Other volunteers from 
the university cleaned up a park in Clifton that day. 

Elizabeth Shulman, an intern for the Passaic County department of planning and economic 
development, also helped to coordinate the effort in Little Falls. 

"They're working really hard cleaning up all the garbage along the trail," Shulman said, while 
standing near a pile of tires and other debris the students had collected. 

Victoria Lussier, a junior at Montclair State and an AmeriCorps Bonner Leader at the university, 
had donned orange rubber gloves along with the rest of the students and took a break to chat in-
between hauling the debris. 

"We found a lot of interesting trash - children's toys, wine bottles," she said. Students also found 
a tree-vine that easily doubled as a swing that they took a few minutes to sway away on. 

They used supplies including shovels, rakes, garbage bags and two trash pickers that the Little 
Falls Department of Public works provided to them, Toussaint said. The DPW also trucked away 
the trash. Phil Simone said the project was "absolutely" helpful. 



"A lot of that stuff was probably down there from the flood," he said. "It floated in and was down 
there in the trees." 

Kevin Perez, an Montclair State senior, and a Bonner Leader, went into the muddy waters of the 
river, then hauled the trash up the steep rocky hill and piled it for pickup. 

"It's been very fulfilling to say the least," he said. "I didn't expect to find this much garbage 
around." 
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