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Montclair State students sift through history 

This past weekend a group of anthropology students from Montclair State University sifted 
through dirt, digging for treasure behind the Clark House on Orange Road. What they found? 
Chunks of glass, ceramic pottery shards, a chicken foot, and bags of other artifacts that have yet 
to be analyzed. 

The shovel test dig, as it is called, was overseen by the university's Center for Heritage and 
Archeological Studies and directed by Professor Christopher Matthews. For the weekend, it 
linked together the university and the Montclair Historical Society, which oversees the property. 

The dig was a multi-pronged mission, Matthews explained: community service and outreach, 
along with teaching archaeology in the field, and a test of the potential for future research at the 
site. 

"Ultimately, what we want to do is take all the artifacts that belong together, because they were 
used and discarded around the same time, and have them tell a story," Matthews said. 

The property has seen a sort of merry-go-round of its buildings through its history: the Nathaniel 
Crane House was twice moved, first from the front to the back of 108 Orange Road, and then 
farther south behind the Israel Crane House, which itself was moved to the location in 1965. This 
context is important for helping to tell the story of the property, explained those involved in the 
dig. 

"The property history gets a little hairy around here," said Angelica Diggs, museum coordinator 
for the Montclair Historical Society. "Hopefully some mysteries can be solved." 

Michael Manchester, the site supervisor for the dig, noted that it was, at least, clear that the site 
they were digging in was a backyard used much like backyards might be used today. 

"This, at some point, was the people who lived here's backyard, so anything that we would find 
in your backyard in 150 years is what we're finding in their backyard from 150 years ago," 
Manchester said. "They did the same types of things then that we do now. They gathered. They 
partied. What you find is what people dropped, especially on the surface." 

Students enrolled in Matthews' class, called "Archaeology in Montclair," said they enjoyed 
getting the chance to stretch their legs in the field. 

"Whenever the school offers it, we'll jump at the chance to do it," said Olivia Mercado, an 
anthropology student. 

"It's good, hands-on learning, and it breaks up the monotony of sitting at a lecture," added Greg 
Kasics, another student participating in the dig. 



Even Matthews' children, Hollis, 7, and Dexter, 10, were out to help with the dig - though it got a 
bit messy at times. 

"My pants are sticking to my knees," Hollis Matthews noted as she and Dexter walked off to 
help some of the students. 

Matthews' students will analyze their findings for the rest of the semester and, once complete, 
will present a report to the Montclair Historical Society. 
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