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College of Humanities and Social Sciences
Elementary School Certification with Subject Matter Specialization
Language Arts/Literacy in Grades 5-8

Who is this certification for?
This program is a Post-Baccalaureate certification endorsement in Middle School English/Language Arts.  It is designed to give returning adults who currently hold any valid elementary teaching license or a Certificate of Advanced Standing, an additional certification area to prepare them for the changing state of the profession and/or to make them satisfy the requirements as a Highly Qualified Teacher.
This program familiarizes educators with those exemplar texts and skills as found on the Common Core Curriculum Standards. The content covered in this program exemplifies the complexity and quality with which the Common Core requires faculty and their students to engage. The choices should serve as useful guideposts in helping educators select texts of similar complexity, quality, and range for their own classrooms as they progress through this certificate program toward status as a Highly Qualified English Language Arts educator.
This 18-credit program is designed for any K-5 or 6-8 educator who: does not have a content area specialization (a major or minor in math, English, science or social studies); has not yet passed the appropriate Praxis exam (#5047 or #5038); is not considered Highly Qualified; and/or might be interested in this program.  Those who complete this program and the appropriate Praxis will then be considered Highly Qualified.
This certificate program addresses the needs of educators who:

· are no longer considered Highly Qualified

· wish to seek additional certifications

· desire to fill gaps in their teacher professional development

· desire to explore how the Common Core might be reflected in their ELA classes

New Jersey Department of Education Requirements
· 15 semester credit hours in English/Language Arts (not including theatre or communications courses)
· A 3-credit course in Adolescent Psychology or its equivalent
· Passing grade in the Praxis II Middle School English Language Arts test (5047) or the Praxis II English Language and Literature Content Knowledge test (5038)
Prerequisites
Certificate students should be active participants in our courses, capable of sophisticated reading and thinking.  Accordingly, we will require prospective students to submit the following materials to be eligible for admission: 
· Undergraduate transcript indicating a 3.0 GPA

· A writing sample (either a paper written for a college-level course or a teaching philosophy statement)

· One recommendation letter from a professional who is familiar with the applicant’s intellectual abilities
· Teaching certificate from any state. No emergency certificates accepted.
Applicants are not required to have a Master’s degree; neither do they need to pursue one for this program.  GRE examinations are not required. Additionally, any number of relevant courses may be applied toward the 18-credit program after evaluation by the Director.
Program of Study
This certification program consists of 18 credits:
1. The choice of ONE of the following four courses:

PSYC 560
Advanced Educational Psychology 
PSYC 561
Developmental Psychology
PSYC 563
Theories of Learning
FCST 515
Child Development II:  Adolescence

These TWO (2) required courses:

2. ENWR 586
Theory and Practice of 

Teaching Writing  

3. ENGL 305
Young Adult Literature
4. Any THREE (3) of the following electives from the catalog:
(Other courses may be taken only after advisement from Dr. Laura Nicosia)
ENGL 201
Intro to Professional and Public Writing

ENGL 206
World Literature: The Coming of Age Theme

ENGL 207
World Literature:  Voices of Tradition & Challenge
ENGL 219
Holocaust And The American Press

ENGL 230
Muslim Women

ENGL 238
Black Writers in the  United States: A Survey

ENGL 260
Art of Poetry

ENGL 262
Art of Fiction

ENGL 263
Art of Drama

ENGL 270
Ethnographies of Writers

ENGL 275
Vietnam War and American Culture
ENGL 280
Survey Rhetorical Theory

ENLT 260
Myth and Literature

ENLT 378
Science Fiction
ENLT 398
Autobiography

ENWR 208
Digital Writing w/Text, Image and Sound
ENWR 583
Teaching Writing    Through Literature
ENWR 588
Research in Writing Studies
ENWR 600
Seminar in Writing Studies
READ 503
Literature for Adolescents

READ 524
Teaching Multiethnic Literature in P-8 Classrooms

For more information, contact:
Director:

Laura Nicosia, PhD

Dickson Hall, Room 464

NicosiaLa@mail.montclair.edu
Graduate School Website:

www.montclair.edu/graduate/prospective/
CHSS English Department Website for
English Teacher Education:

http://chss.montclair.edu/english/programs/teachered/index.html
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