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Religious	Tolerance		
Lesson	Plan	

	
Unit	Topic:	Religious	tolerance	in	American	public	schools.		
	
Lesson:	Religious	Tolerance:	Within	Our	Schools,	Within	Peers,	Within	Our	Country	
	
Rationale	for	the	Lesson:	

• With	today's	political	climate,	it	seems	more	than	necessary	to	address	religious	
tolerance.		Despite	having	the	fundamental	right	to	practice	religion,	people	in	our	country	
are	being	discriminated	against	and	harassed	every	day	for	their	beliefs.		The	most	
devastating	of	these	occurrences	are	within	schools.		Students	should	become	aware	of	
minority	religions	in	our	country,	how	they	are	all	essential	peaceful,	and	the	detrimental	
effects	of	religious	intolerance.		The	purpose	of	this	lesson	plan	is	to	acknowledge	the	
positive	(and	similar)	intentions	of	the	four	major	religions	in	the	U.S.,	disprove	stereotypes,	
and	open	a	discussion	about	bullying	and	preventions.		The	goal	of	this	lesson	is	to	create	a	
pathway	to	a	more	positive	and	accepting	future.	

	
Standards:		
Key	Ideas	and	Details:	

• 6-8.2	Determine	the	central	ideas	or	information	of	a	primary	or	secondary	source;	
provide	an	accurate	summary	of	the	source	distinct	from	prior	knowledge	or	opinions.		

Integration	of	Knowledge	and	Ideas:	
• 6-8.7	Integrate	visual	information	with	other	information	in	print	and	digital	texts.	
• 6-8.8	Distinguish	among	fact,	opinion,	and	reasoned	judgment	in	a	text.	

	
Essential	Question/Guiding	Question:		

• What	is	religious	discrimination,	who	is	most	susceptible	to	it,	and	how	can	we,	as	a	
society,	prevent	it	from	happening	in	our	community?		

	
Objectives:	

• Students	will	be	able	to	name	and	understand	the	general	beliefs	of	four	major	religions	
in	the	U.S.		

• Students	will	understand	how	to	recognize	religious	discrimination	and	bullying	in	
schools,	as	well	as	prevention	techniques.		

• Students	will	be	encouraged	to	sympathize	with	their	peers,	and	relate	events	
happening	within	schools	to	what	is	happening	in	the	world,	in	regards	to	religious	
tolerance.		

	
Lesson	Opener/Anticipatory	Set/Lead-In/Do	Now:	Instructor	should	vaguely	introduce	him	or	
herself	to	the	class,	leaving	out	specific	parts	of	their	identity.		Instructor	then	asks	students	to	
participate	in	“filling	in	the	blanks”	by	allowing	the	class	to	make	assumptions	about	him	or	her.		



The	instructor	will	ask	for	volunteers	to	guess	and	write	specific	aspects	of	their	lives	on	the	
board,	such	as	age,	religion,	where	they	are	from,	and	job	title.		After	humoring	any	incorrect	
answers	and	introducing	themselves	further,	the	instructor	segues	into	defining	“stereotypes”.		
This	opening	activity	is	a	light	and	fun	way	to	get	students	participating	in	the	discussion	and	
actively	thinking	about	new	vocabulary	words.		
	
Step-By-Step	Procedures:	

• 	Opener:	Stereotyping	(5	minutes)	
o Instructor	conducts	stereotype	activity.	
o Humor	some	of	the	assumptions	students	have	made,	verifying	or	denying	some	

that	have	been	written.	
	
Activity	1:	PowerPoint	Discussion	and	Handout	
	

• Define	“stereotype”	to	the	class,	and	recognize	how	they	could	potentially	be	harmful.	
o A	stereotype	is	an	assumption	made	about	a	group	of	people	based	off	their	

religion,	skin	color,	ethnicity,	gender,	background	etc.		Stereotypes	are	often	
offensive,	as	they	typically	group	people	together	in	unflattering	ways.		

• 	Handout	(5-10	minutes)	
o Give	students	a	handout	with	five	of	the	United	States’	major	religions.	
o Put	students	in	groups	of	three	or	four	and	ask	them	to	jot	down	bullet	points	of	

prior	knowledge	they	have	of	each	one.	(3	min)	
o Instructor	asks	for	volunteers	to	share	what	they	already	know	about	some	of	

the	religious	groups.	(3	min)	
o Instructor	acknowledges	any	ill-informed	notions	or	aspects	of	minority	religious	

that	were	not	mentioned.	(3	min)	
	
Activity	2:	Video	and	Discussion	(10	minutes)	

• Video	(5-6	minutes)	
o Show	class	a	3-minute	cartoon,	which	discusses	a	Jewish	woman’s	history	of	

being	bullied	in	school	and	her	positive	opinions	on	informing	the	public	of	other	
faiths	in	order	to	prevent	bullying	or	general	misconceptions.		

o Instructor	asks	class	to	identify	the	lesson	of	the	video.	(2	minutes)	
o Instructor	asks	class	if	they	believe	that	children	get	bullied	for	their	religion,	

today.	(2	minutes)	
• Bullying	in	America	today	(5	minutes)	

o Slide	show	includes	different	and	current	stories	of	children	being	bullied,	
harassed,	and	discriminated	against	for	their	religions	in	schools.	

o Instructor	asks	students	why	they	think	religious	bullying	can	be	dangerous,	and	
what	they	think	the	causes	are.	

o Continue	by	explaining	detrimental	effects	of	bullying	and	discriminating	against	
students	that	identify	as	religious	minorities.	



o The	purpose	of	this	step	is	to	acknowledge	the	problem	to	students,	not	upset	
them.		The	instructor	should	keep	the	tone	light-hearted,	while	still	bringing	
attention	to	the	seriousness	of	the	issue.	

• Five	major	religions:	Info	and	slideshow	(3-5	minutes)	
	

Activity	3:	Game	(10-15	minutes)	
• Instructor	separates	classroom	into	different	teams	

o Number	of	teams	is	dependent	on	the	size	of	the	class	
• Instructor	will	pull	up	a	slide	with	an	aspect	of	a	religion	and	ask	teams	to	guess	which	of	

the	five	major	religions	in	the	United	States	it	is	referring	to.	
• Instructor	will	pull	up	a	slide	with	an	aspect	of	a	religion	and	ask	teams	to	guess	which	of	

the	five	major	religions	in	the	United	States	it	is	referring	to.	
o For	example,	“Which	religion’s	sacred	text	mentions	Jesus	Christ	25	times	and	the	

Virgin	Mary	34	times?”	(The	answer	is	Islam).	
• Whichever	team	has	the	most	correct	answers	win.	
• The	purpose	of	this	step	is	to	lighten	the	mood,	keep	all	students	actively	participating,	

and	bring	attention	to	the	peaceful	and	positive	similarities	between	the	religious	
majorities	and	minorities	in	our	nation.	

	
Activity	4:	Lesson	Closure/Closing	Activity		

• Conclusion:	What	can	we	do?	(5	minutes)		
o Instructor	asks	class	to	suggest	ways	to	promote	religious	tolerance	
o Instructor	gives	a	few	suggestions,	such	as	including	a	friend	from	a	different	

religion	in	your	family’s	holiday	celebrations.	
o Instructor	repeats	how	religious	intolerance	is	present	in	public	schools,	and	

teaches	students	different	methods	to	prevent	or	help	the	epidemic.	
• Art	Activity	(5-10	minutes)	

o After	putting	students	into	groups	of	two	or	three,	the	instructor	hands	each	
group	a	different	photo	depicting	some	sort	of	religious	art,	artifact,	or	
architecture.		

o Instructor	asks	students	to	discuss	the	following	questions	with	their	partners:	
(1)	Is	this	picture	from	a	Christian,	Jewish,	Muslim,	or	Hindu	tradition?	(2)	When	
do	you	think	it	was	created?	(3)	Where	would	it	be	displayed?	(4)	What	theme	or	
message	does	it	portray?		

o Depending	on	time,	the	instructor	can	either	open	this	activity	up	to	a	class	
discussion,	or	have	different	groups	exchange	pictures	and	discuss	answers.		

			
Materials	and	Equipment	Needed:	

• White	board/dry	erase	markers		
• Handout		
• PowerPoint	
• Pictures	for	art	activity	
• Optional:	Prizes	for	game	activity		



	
Assessment:	Based	off	of	the	closing	assignment,	consider	how	students	reevaluated	their	
initial	conceptions	of	the	religions	found	in	the	United	States.			
	
Modifications	for	Diverse	Learners	(how	does	this	lesson	make	accommodations?):	By	citing	
current	examples	of	religious	intolerance	in	public	schools,	students	will	become	more	aware	of	
the	epidemic,	and	more	likely	to	notice	religious	minorities	being	discriminated	against.		This	
will	also	push	the	class	to	understand	sympathy.		By	including	a	game	or	fun	activity,	students	
will	more	actively	participate,	making	them	more	likely	to	obtain	this	information.	
	 	



What	You	Know:	United	States	Religions	
Fill	in	the	following	columns	with	information	you	already	know	about	these	four	major	
religions	in	the	United	States.		This	could	include	certain	holidays	celebrated,	apparel	

worn,	food	eaten,	sacred	texts,	etc.	
	
	

	
	
	 	

Christianity	 Judaism	 Islam	 Hinduism	

	 	 	 	



Art	Activity	
	
Christian	Art:		
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	



Hindu	Art:	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	
Jewish	Art:	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Muslim	Art:	
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