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Lesson Plan 

Lesson: Syrian Refugee Crisis 
 

Rationale for the Lesson: The Syrian refugee crisis has taken place since 2011 when the civil war 
took place in Syria. In general, a lot of people are oblivious or confused as to what’s occurring in 
Syria and how the refugee crisis originated. There are a lot of complex details tied to the topic of 
the Syrian war and how this contributed to the aftermath of Syrian refugees resettling in parts of 
Europe and the U.S. As citizens of the United States, an understanding of this crisis is crucial to 
acknowledge since the events occurring around us are ultimately affecting us in our very own 
country. The Syrian refugee crisis directly impacts us and the world we live in. There will be 
breakdowns of political tensions between countries and goals of organizations like the United 
Nations and Amnesty international that are addressing the issue. The lesson plan will ensure 
awareness of the global crisis of our time and provide education for the youth on the Syrian 
refugee crisis.  
 
 
Standards: Grade 9-10 History/Social Studies 
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary source 
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g. in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  
 
 
Essential Question/Guiding Question: How has the Syrian refugee crisis occurred, why is it 
relevant to Americans and what can we do about it?  
 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to understand how the refugee crisis of Syria originated, what is 
happening today in America regarding this situation and what is being done to address the crisis.  
 
 
By the end of the lesson, all students will be able to identify how the Syrian refugee crisis 
occurred, the struggles of the refugees, why it’s relevant to understand and what is being done to 
address the issue. 
 
 
Lesson Opener/Anticipatory Set/ Lead-In/Do Now:  Instructor introduces self, provides audience 
with pencil and paper and ask “What are some struggles Syrian refugees might have?” students 
should give their feedback based on the question. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Step-By-Step procedure:  
 
Step 1: Hand out paper and pen, and have the audience thinking about the addressed question 
written on the board “What do you know about the refugee crisis in Syria? Then review a few of 
these together as a class. (10 minutes) 
Step 2: Present brief PowerPoint on the origin of the war, and go over the map of Syria. State 
that the Capital of Syria is Damascus and Aleppo is one of the largest city. The PowerPoint 
includes pictures, video clips and news articles from primary and secondary sources. (15 
minutes) 
Step 3: The video portion of the PowerPoint will take 4 minutes and it will talk about a refugee 
living in Elizabeth New Jersey and his experience. This video by Al Jazeera will provide a close 
to home experience for the audience.  
Step 4: After the video clip, students will write on their papers how they think refugees feel 
being here in America and some difficulties they are facing. Have the students think of what kind 
of things would be most helpful for them. This is a way for them to reflect and for the teacher to 
evaluate. (5 minutes) 
Step 5: As a class we will review what the students wrote on this reflection (2 minutes) 
Step 6: Finish the final parts of the PowerPoint slides which shows pictures of Syrian refugees. 
There will be questions for them to answer at the end as a class to evaluate them and brainstorm 
together (6 minutes). These questions will be “What is the rest of the world doing to help them? 
Step 7: Have the audience separated into four groups and each group can get together and answer 
one of these questions. “How do Syrian Refugees in America feel? What challenges might the 
refugees face? How are other countries helping them? What are the top 5 things we can do to 
help Syrian refugees in New Jersey?” Students will then share their thought and input. 
Lesson Closure: At the end of the class, have students hand in their papers. There will be a brief 
Q and A towards the end of the lesson so that students can have their questions addressed. 
 
Material/Equipment needed: Paper, pencil, marker, white board, projector and projector screen.  
 
Assignment: The students will write their prior knowledge and then answer questions after the 
video clip as well as the ending questions in the PowerPoint. The students will get into groups 
and answer each of the questions on slide 27.  
 
Assessment: The students will answer the questions presented after and during the power point 
so that I can evaluate their understanding of the lesson. These questions will evaluate their prior 
knowledge test and will also be a post test.  
 
Modifications for diverse learners: This lesson is lecture based and then there are in class 
activities and assessments. During these activities I will walk around to ensure everyone is on the 
same page and if there is a struggling student I will help or pair them up with someone else. 
There will be brainstorming as a class and also individual work to evaluate their knowledge on 
the topic presented.   
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