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Lesson Title: Understanding the Burqa: Should it be Banned?							 
Grade/Course: 9th-12th Grade/History		Lesson duration: 40-45 minutes
									
Topic of Lesson: The Burqa Ban
		
	Central Focus:

At the end of this lesson, students will have a clearer understanding of the Burqa Ban, the role anti-Muslim bias played in the passing of the ban, and the consequences of it. Students will also understand the role the European Court of Human Rights plays in the aftermath of the ban and the outcomes that followed suit.



	Essential Question(s): 

· What is Islam and the different types of Islamic veils?
· What role does Anti-Muslim bias play in the creation of the Burqa ban?
· What role did France have in the Burqa Ban trend?
· What are some of the arguments for and against the ban?
· What are the unintended consequences of the ban?
· What is the European Court of Human Rights’ role? How did their decision impact the ban?




	State/Disciplinary Standards: 
6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).
6.2.12.A.6.d Assess the effectiveness of responses by governments and international organizations to tensions resulting from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences
6.3.4.A.2 Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including community members and local officials.



	Daily Performance Objectives: 
1. Define the religion of Islam and identify the core values in the religion
2. Identify the different Islamic veils
3. Understand what anti-Muslim bias is and its role in the passing of the Burqa Ban
4. Define the Burqa Ban
5. Recognize the events leading up to the Burqa Ban and both sides of the argument 
6. Identify the consequences of the ban and the impact they have
7. Understand the role of the ECHR and the decision’s consequences 




Lesson Progression:

	Duration:

	The teacher will…
	The student(s) will…

	19 minutes 
	Begin introducing yourself and the topic. Afterwards start playing the PowerPoint. 
	Listen to the teachers as they go through each slide.

	2-3 minutes
	In slide 7, ask the students to answer the question on the slide.
	Take out a piece of paper and write down some arguments for and against the burqa ban.

	~7 minutes
	Play the video on slide 8 after listening to the audio embedded to the PowerPoint. 

This video illustrates each side’s point of view of the argument. Since there is a Muslim woman in the debate, this video will help students understand the Muslim woman’s point of view.
	Watch the video.

	2-3 minutes 
	Have the students get into small groups made up of 3-4 students to discuss the questions on slide 10.
	Get into small groups and have a discussion about the ban. They will be drawing from the knowledge they gathered from the previous slides.

For the second question, they will stay in their groups and see if they can draw any similarities to any news stories or personal experiences where someone else determined the way they chose to dress. 

	10 minutes
	Have the students stay in their groups and work on the activity in slide 11.
	Read the directions on the slide and complete the activity. After completing the first three steps, they will discuss if their previous misconceptions have changed.


	Prior Knowledge Resources: 

Students may have prior knowledge from:
1. Media/news articles
2. Their own misconceptions-based experience 
3. Their own perceptions on the burqa and/or niqab from families and/or friends






	Academic Language:

Islam, Veils, Burqa, and European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)



        
	Materials and Preparation:

· Computer/Laptop 
· Speakers/Headphones
· Paper and Pen/Pencil




	Assessment/Evaluation

Based on the presentation and the activities throughout the presentation are students able to identify what the burqa ban is, the events that led up to it, it’s consequences and the role of the ECHR? Students should also become more aware of their misconceptions placed on the Muslim community and in turn understand those consequences. Students should also be able to relate to the restrictions placed on these Muslim women.
                    




	Homework:

· Continue to stay up to date with the Burqa Ban 
· Begin teaching others what you taught today to others 
· Watch the videos on the handout 
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