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Lesson: Turmoil in Thailand
Course: Human Rights
Lesson Duration: 50 minutes
Topic of Lesson: Politics and Human Rights in Thailand

Central Focus: Students will understand the political situation in Thailand and learn about the human rights violations taking place there.

Essential Questions: Why is Thailand politically unstable? Is the Thai government a legitimate democracy? How are people’s rights being violated and what can be done about this?

State Standards: D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
6.3.12.D.1
Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy.

6.3.12.D.2
Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible actions.

Daily Performance Objectives: Describe the political situation in Thailand and give an explanation of the various factions. Help students to understand the ways that the government is abusing its power.

Prior Knowledge Resources: A possible misconception could be that Thailand is a legitimate democracy due to the elections held in 2019 but it is not a true democracy.

Academic Language: The political parties discussed are Palang Pracharath (the party of the military junta), Pheu Thai, and Future Forward Party.

Materials and Preparation: Student activity, “What you can do to help” handout, and the podcast.

Assessment/Evaluation: Do students understand the current situation in Thailand? How can the people of Thailand create a fair government that doesn’t abuse its power?




Lesson Progression: 

	Duration:
 
	The teacher will…
	The student(s) will…

	2 minutes
	Play this video as an introduction.
Junta leader elected Thai Prime Minister
	Watch the video.

	 20 minutes
	Play this music video for the students RAP AGAINST DICTATORSHIP - ประเทศกูมี  (make sure to turn on English subtitles). 


	Write down 3 things from the video that surprise, interest, or confuse them. When the video ends they will talk with a partner about what they noticed.

After discussing what they saw the students will watch the video again and then write a paragraph in response.  

	 5 minutes
	Have students read the “What you can do to help” handout.
	 Read the handout and look at any of the links that interest them.

	 15 minutes
	 Play the podcast for students to listen to.
	 Listen to the podcast.

	 10 minutes
	Put students into groups of 3 or 4. 
	Discuss what they think of the current situation in Thailand. What do students think of the current prime minister? How could Thailand become a more free and fair country?




Homework: Read this article www.cnn.com/2020/03/09/asia/thanathorn-thailand-democracy-intl-hnk/index.html 









What you can do to help (handout)
 
· Write to your members of congress and senators and encourage them to support the democracy movement in Thailand and to exert pressure on people committing human rights violations.
· https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
· Educate yourself about what is happening to the people of Thailand under the oppressive government.
· Support organizations that work to protect human rights.
· THAI LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
· Human Rights Watch | Defending Human Rights Worldwide
· Watch videos from the popular rap group Rap Against Dictatorship
· https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCukIPSb0N6_vRVD_5VlzqQg
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