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Lesson Title:	The Foster Care to Prison Pipeline						 
Grade/Course: Human Rights Day					Lesson duration: 45 minutes
Topic of Lesson: An explanation of the foster care system and the inherent trauma associated that creates a predisposition to future struggles.
		
	Central Focus: By the end of the lesson, students should gain a strong understanding of the Foster Care to Prison Pipeline, be able identify its causes, its long-term effects, and ways it may be prevented.



	Essential Question(s): 
· How is the daily life a child in foster care different from those living with their birth parent or legal guardian?
· Why are children in foster care disproportionally more likely to become involved with the criminal justice system?
· What steps may be taken to ensure children in foster care are able to thrive and succeed after their services are terminated?




	State/Disciplinary Standards: 
6.1.4.A.16: Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in need.
6.1.4.D.19: Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual perspectives.
6.2.12.C.6.a: Evaluate efforts of governmental, nongovernmental, and international organizations to address economic imbalances and social inequalities




	Daily Performance Objectives: 
· Identify the purpose of foster care  
· Understand the meaning of the Foster Care to Prison Pipeline
· Name one way to reroute the pipeline
	




	Prior Knowledge Resources: Students may have never heard of the Foster Care to Prison Pipeline, but may have heard of the School to Prison Pipeline. The information provided distinguishes the two and ensures students will gain a comprehensive understanding.
            




	Academic Language: Foster Care System, Foster Care to Prison Pipeline, Trauma, Trauma Informed Care, Mental Health



        
	Materials and Preparation:
· Computer
· Speakers
· Hand outs




	Assessment/Evaluation— The final question demonstrates how the student’s understanding has changed and progressed based upon the information provided by the presentation.
                    



Lesson Progression  

	Duration:

	The teacher will…
	The student(s) will…

	Beginning of slide show: 2 minutes
	Play the first two slides to introduce  the lesson, pausing after the second to ask if the students have any questions
	Listen to the first two slides, raising any potential questions, and 

	Critical reading of a blog entry written by a child in foster care: 20 minutes
	Introduce the activity while passing out the handouts. Let students know they have five minutes to independently read an entry and complete the activity. Unless more time is needed, the teacher should ensure all students are in pairs and actively discussing. Students will have five minutes before the class discussion, which should last about ten minutes. The teacher should emphasize similarities the students found in their answers and the way the lives of children in foster care paralleled their own.
	Skim multiple entries before choosing one and filling out the handout accordingly. They will then engage in a discussion with a peer, initially summarizing the blog entry they read to give their partner a better understanding, and then transitioning to a class wide discussion. 

	Continuation of slide show: 3 minutes
	Play the next two slides, pausing after each slide to ask if the students have any questions.
	Listen carefully, raising any potential questions.

	Video of Michelle Voorhees: 5 minutes
	Play the fifth slide and then the video.
	Listen and silently engage as they think about the questions Michelle asks.

	Engagement with the video: 5 minutes
	Play the sixth slide and then encourage students to share their answers, centering the discussion on the way the students’ answers overlap and their suggestions to facilitate the transition and stay in foster care.
	Listen, independently engaging with the questions, before sharing their answers in a class discussion.

	End of slide show: 6 minutes
	Play the rest of the slideshow, pausing after each slide to answer any questions.
	Listen and raise any potential question.

	Rerouting the Foster Care to Prison Pipeline: 4 minutes
	Pass out the handout while asking students if they had any final questions or thoughts. Return to question posed on slide 6, following the video, that asked what might help a child in foster care transition or adjust to foster care. See if their answer is reflected by Pamela’s story or the handout.
	Read the handout.



	Homework:
· Complete one of the activities listed on the handout.
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