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EDUCATION

Ph.D.    Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles, 1999



Dissertation Title: "RU 486: French Women’s Experience of



Abortion and Embodiment"

M.A. 
Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles, 1993



Thesis Title: "Reconceiving Pregnancy, Creating Mothers: Pregnancy Care 



Attitudes and Beliefs in African-American and Latino Women in 



Los Angeles" 

B.A.    Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1989

RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP 

Peer-Reviewed Publications

Gerber, Elaine.  "Describing Tragedy:  The Information Access Needs of Blind People during Emergency Situations," Human Organization, (forthcoming) Volume 68, No 1, 2009.

Kirchner, Corinne, Elaine Gerber, and Brooke Smith.  “Designed to Deter:  Community Barriers to Physical Activity for People with Visual or Motor Impairments”, American Journal of Preventive Medicine, Volume 34 , Issue 4, Pages 349 – 352, 2008.  Published online at:  http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0749379708000068
Gerber, Elaine.  “Food Studies and Disability Studies:  Introducing a Happy Marriage” in Eat, Drink & Inclusion:  The Politics of Disability & Food. Disability Studies Quarterly, Special Theme Issue, Summer 2007, Volume 27, Issue 3.  Published online at: http://dsq-sds.org/DPubS?service=Repository&version=1.0&verb=Disseminate&view=body&content-type=html_1&handle=osul.dsq/1200341385#  (Also available via http://www.dsq-sds-archives.org/_articles_html/2007/summer/01gerber_eat-drink-intro.asp)
Gerber, Elaine.  "Seeing Isn't Believing:  Blindness, Race, and Cultural Literacy," The Senses & Society, 2[1]:27-40, 2007.

Gerber, Elaine and Brooke Smith.  "Literacy & Controversy:  Focus Group Data from Canada on Proposed Changes to the Braille Code (UEBC)," Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 100[8]:459-470, 2006.
Gerber, Elaine.  "The Benefits of and Barriers to Computer Use for Individuals Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired," Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 97[9]:536-550, 2003. 

Gerber, Elaine and Corinne Kirchner, "Livable Communities Throughout the Life Course," Disability Studies Quarterly,  23[2]: 41-57, Spring 2003.  Available online at: http://www.dsq-sds-archives.org/_articles_pdf/2003/Spring/dsq_2003_Spring_06.pdf

Gerber, Elaine, "Deconstructing Pregnancy:  Seeing ‘Eggs’ and the Ambiguity of Very Early Conceptions," Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 16[1]:92-108, 2002.

Gerber, Elaine and Corinne Kirchner, "Who's Surfing? Internet Access and Computer Use by Visually Impaired Youth and Adults".   Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 95 (3), 176-181, 2001.

Applied Research Experience
Consultant, Strategic Management Team in Health
IPAS, NC 2008 - ongoing
· Research and evaluation on post-abortion care initiatives in Nigeria
Consultant, Audio Description

Bridge Multimedia, NY 2007 – ongoing

· Program Evaluation on various grant initiatives 

· Training and Evaluations Research in partnership with Globo TV, Brazil
Senior Research Associate, Policy Research and Program Evaluation, 

American Foundation for the Blind, NY 2000- 2005

· Workload, projects, and output detailed elsewhere (see Publications and Presentations)

Evaluation Consultant, 

Community Food Security Coalition, LA 1999

· Program Evaluation of  “Farm to City” initiative

Graduate Student Researcher, The Center for the Study of Women, 

UCLA 1998-1999

Staff Research Associate II,  Dr. Scrimshaw, School of Public Health, 

UCLA, and the Centers for Disease Control 1993

Researcher, Survey Research Center, State Disability Study, 

UC Berkeley 1990 

Peer Reviewer and Guest Editor

Peer Reviewer, Social Science & Medicine, Manuscript #SSM-D-07-01633: What British Women Say Matters to Them about Donating an Aborted Fetus to Stem Cell Research: a focus group study – 2007-2008.
Peer Reviewer, Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, Manuscript #JVIB-08-0040:  Study of Multifunctional Document Centers that are Accessible to Blind and Visually Impaired People – 2007-2008.

Guest Editor, Disability Studies Quarterly, Special Theme Issue, Summer 2007, Volume 27, (3): Eat, Drink & Inclusion:  The Politics of Disability & Food.  See: http://dsq-sds.org/DPubS?service=UI&version=1.0&verb=Display&page=toc&handle=osul.dsq/1200341384
(also available via http://www.dsq-sds-archives.org/2007_summer_toc.html)
Peer Reviewer, Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness – 2003 and ongoing 

Peer Reviewer, Disability Studies Quarterly – 2003 and ongoing

Reviewer, National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), standing panel – 2004, 2005  

Consulting Research Editor, Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness (JVIB) – 2004, 2005

Member, Ex Officio, Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness Editorial Board – 2004

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Montclair State University
Assistant Professor, beginning September 1, 2005

Courses taught:  

· ANTH 110 - Multicultural America 

· ANTH 100 – Cultural Anthropology

· ANTH 330 - Anthropology of Food and Nutrition

· ANTH 440 – Applied Medical Anthropology 
Courses developed:
· ANTH 180: Cross-cultural Health and Illness (meets GER Non-western course requirement)  

· ANTH 585: The Body and Contemporary Social Issues (new M.A. course proposal)
Courses under development:

· ANTH 523: Community and Health (for Certificate Program in Community Development)
· Seminar for Teachers As Scholars Program - An Introduction to Disability Studies: Implications for the Inclusive Classroom, upcoming, February 23 and March 9, 2009 

Adjunct Professor, Multidisciplinary Post-BA Certificate in Disability Studies, CUNY School of Professional Studies

Embodiment and Disability -- Spring 2005
Instructor, The New School, New School University

The Politics and Culture of Reproductive Technologies -- 2005

Culture and Medicine -- 2002, 2003, 2004

The Anthropology of Food -- 2003, 2004

Reproduction and the Law -- 2001

Introduction to Anthropology - - 2001 

Clinical Assistant Professor, SUNY Stony Brook

Department of Health Technology and Medicine

Disability, Health, and Community -- 2004

Adjunct Professor, SUNY Purchase

Anthropology 2210, Origins of Society -- 2000

Adjunct Professor, West LA College

Anthropology 101, Introduction to Physical Anthropology -- 1999 

Teaching Experience – Graduate School

Teaching Assistant Coordinator, Department of Anthropology, UCLA

Designed and taught Anthropology 495, Teaching Undergraduates at UCLA 

Trained Teaching Assistants -- 1997 - 1998

Teaching Assistant, Department of Anthropology, UCLA

Introduction to Human Evolution -- 1992 - 1998

Principles of Human Evolution -- 1995

Human Behavior and Biology -- 1992

Teaching Assistant / Reader, Women’s Studies Program, UCLA   

Feminist Perspectives on Women in Society -- 1994

Introduction to Women’s Studies -- 1993

Special Reader, Departments of Public Health and Nursing, UCLA
Qualitative Research Methodology in Community Health Sciences -- 1997

Human Response to Illness -- 1993

Reader, Department of Sociology, UCLA  
Changing Society and Making History – 1997

OTHER SCHOLARSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Book Reviews

Reviewed by Elaine Gerber in Disability Studies Quarterly, Winter 2001.  Racino, Julie Ann. Policy, Program Evaluation, and Research in Disability: Community Support for All. New York, NY: The Haworth Press, 1999.

Reviewed by Elaine Gerber in Disability Studies Quarterly, Winter 2002, 22 (1) , 87-104. Bourgon, Luc, and French, Ian (Producers), and Sekulich, Daniel (Director). Deadly Inheritance [video]. Boston, MA: Fanlight Productions, 1997.

Non-peer Reviewed Publications

Leventhal, Jay and Elaine Gerber.  "Buying Your Way on the MTA," AccessWorld Extra, August 2003, 3(4), published online at:  www.afb.org
Gerber, Elaine.  "Surfing By Ear:  Usability Concerns of Computer Users Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired," AccessWorld, January 2002, 3(1).  Available online at: http://www.afb.org/afbpress/pub.asp?DocID=AW030107

Gerber, Elaine, "Conducting Usability Testing With Computer Users Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired," published online at:  www.afb.org
Oral Presentations

“A Disability Studies Perspective on Food Studies,” abstract accepted for panel organized by the Society for Food and Nutrition (SAFN) at the American Anthropological Association (AAA) annual conference, November 2008.    

“Performing Verbal Description: A Hands-On Workshop,” Society for Disability Studies, 21st Annual Conference, “Cosmopolitan? Disability Studies Crips the City,” June 2008, New York.

“Teaching Disability Studies,” panel moderator and discussant. Society for Disability Studies, 21st Annual Conference, “Cosmopolitan? Disability Studies Crips the City,” June 2008, New York.
 “Ability Studies: U.S.  Cultural Assumptions about Non-disabled Partners of Disabled Adults,” paper presented at the Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA) annual meeting, Memphis, March 2008.  Part of organized session entitled, “Transcending Spheres: Disability Studies, Occupational Therapy and Anthropology Go Public.”

“What can Blindness Teach us about Race in the United States?”  Presentation at Montclair State University, Department of Anthropology Seminar Series, March 13, 2008

“Problematics of Community-Based Research Among Blind People in the U.S.: A Perspective from Anthropology and Disability Studies,” on panel entitled, “Global Solutions from Occupational Science, Disability Studies, and Anthropology:  Community-Based Research and Practice,” Society for Applied Anthropology meetings, Tampa, March 2007. 

“Transforming Theory Into Practice:  Applied Anthropology at Montclair State University”, panel abstract for the Society for Applied Anthropology meetings, March 2006, Vancouver. 

“Promoting Physical Activity for People with Disabilities in the U.S.”  Paper at the Society for Applied Anthropology meetings, March 2006, Vancouver.
“Who Lives? Who Dies?  Disasters, Bioethics, and Disability, Parts I and II”, panel abstract (discussant) for the Society for Applied Anthropology/Society for Medical Anthropology meetings, March 2006, Vancouver.

“Active Living Research and People with Disabilities,” Breakfast Roundtable, Active Living Research Conference, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, San Diego, February 2006.
“Design for Diverse Users:  Promoting Active Living for All Types of Bodies,” Poster Presentation, Active Living Research Conference, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, San Diego, February 2006.
“Using the ICF to Measure Community Factors Affecting Physical Activity,” poster presentation scheduled for the annual American Public Health Association meeting, December 2005. 
“Active Living:  Environmental Factors Affecting Physical Activity of People with Visual and Motor Impairments,” Society for Disability Studies annual conference, San Francisco, June 2005.

Research Roundtable, National and Emerging Leaders, and Research Track (Blindness as Public Health Agenda, Building a Research Agenda) presentations, Josephine L. Taylor Leadership Institute, Boston, March 2005.

“Environmental Correlates of Physical Activity Among Persons with Motor and Visual Impairments,” Executive Summary – Poster presented at Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Active Living Research Conference, San Diego, February 2005.  
“Active Living:  How Community Features Can Promote Health For People Who Are Blind Or Visually Impaired.”  2nd National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities Conference, Washington, D.C., July 2004.

“Utilizing Media Attention for Public Education and Advocacy:  AFB’s Livable Communities Project.”  Poster session at Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Orlando, July 2004.

“Serving Up Disability Studies within an Anthropology of Food Course.”  Society for Disability Studies, St. Louis, MO, June 2004.

“The Future Is Online:  The Past, Present, and Future of AFB’s Technology Periodical, AccessWorld.”  Society for Disability Studies, St. Louis, MO, June 2004.

“Focus Group Research on the Unified English Braille Code”.  International Council On English Braille (ICEB) General Assembly, Toronto, Canada, March 2004.

"A Sociocultural Focus on Blindness."  American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, November 2003. 

"Common Ground:  Environmental health and livable communities for people who are blind or visually impaired " (with Corinne Kirchner).  American Public Health Association, Environmental Health Section, San Francisco, November 2003.

"What Constitutes Livable Communities For People Who Are Blind Or Visually Impaired?"  Society for Disability Studies, Washington D.C., June 2003.

"Imagining Livable Communities By People who are Blind or Visually Impaired in the U.S."  American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, 2002.

"Healthy Choice:  How Adults with Visual Impairments and/or Low Vision Literacy Skills Access Information on Health Care," Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Toronto, July 2002.

"Research Roundtable Sponsored Workshop in Qualitative Methods," Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Toronto, July 2002.

"Introduction to Accessibility and Accessibility Testing" (with Scott Duncan), Usability Professional Association, Orlando, July 2002.

"Emerging Ensemble: Lessons from the Second International Blind Theater Festival," Society for Disability Studies, Oakland, June 2002.  

"Conducting Usability Testing with Computer Users Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired," Technology for People with Disabilities, California Sate University Northridge (CSUN), March 2002.  

"Democratizing the Digital Divide: the Role of Computers in Improving the Lives of People with Disabilities," Society for Disability Studies, Winnipeg, Canada, June 2001.

"Current Issues with Medical Abortion" (with Tamara Fetters), IPAS, Chapel Hill, 2000.

"'In France, Medicine is Stronger Than Religion':  Resistance and Compliance to the Disciplinary Powers of Medical Abortion," American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 2000.

"Time Embodied:  Living The Unpredictability Of Time To Expulsion With The Use Of Medical Abortion," American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 1999.

"Constructing A Continuum of Fetuses: RU486, French Women’s Embodied Knowledge, and the Discourse of ‘Eggs,’ " American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 1998.

"Becoming Unpregnant":  Preliminary Research Findings and Practical Implications from Doctoral Research.  Dr. Elisabeth Aubeny(s Clinic, Le Hôpital de Broussais, Paris, France, October 1996.

"Is Feminism Going Pronatalist:  A Case Study of New Reproductive Technologies". UCLA Center for the Study of Women Graduate Student Research Conference, March 1995.            

"RU 486" (with Francine Coeytaux).  UCLA, Women's Health Grand Rounds, November 1994 .

"Issues in Reproductive Technology".  UCLA Center for the Study of Women and The Gender Studies of Science, Technology and Medicine Program, October 1994.

"Cross-cultural Perspectives on RU 486 Acceptability:  Preliminary Evidence from England and France".  The Pacific Institute for Women's Health, October  1994.

"An Anthropological Perspective on the Politics of RU486/PG". UCLA Center for the Study of Women Graduate Student Research Conference, March 1994.         

Grants

“Access to Learning:  A Research Project to Study Web-delivered Science Video Adapted for Students with Special Needs” (Department of Education’s Technology and Media Services for Individuals with Disabilities Grant, 84.327W), June 2007, Member, Technical Review Board (unfunded)

“Accessible Science:  Electronically Delivered Universal Description and Captioning” (Department of Education’s Technology and Media Services for Individuals with Disabilities: Television Access Grant, CFDA 84.327C), May 2007, member, Advisory Group (unfunded)

“Environmental Correlates of Physical Activity for People with Visual and Motor Impairments,” Active Living Research, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – December 2004 – May 2006 ($100,000)

“The Art and Science of Audio Description:  course development, basic research, and outcome evaluation,” Faculty Development Fund, New School University – June 2005-June 2006 ($5944)
Awards 

Chateaubriand Fellowship, French Embassy Cultural Ministry – 1996

Year of Field Study in France

Doctoral Research Support, UCLA 

Graduate Division Advanced To Candidacy Fee Grant   – 1997, 1998

Department of Anthropology Dissertation Research Grant  –1995

Center for the Study of Women Travel Grant  –1995, 1994

Department of Anthropology Research Grant  –1994

Psychocultural Studies Program Training Funds  – 1993
PROFESSIONAL, PUBLIC, AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Boards and Advisory Committees

Past President, Society for Disability Studies, (Summer 2008 - Summer 2009)

Ongoing academic initiatives, include: 

· Web development re: online educational content, programming, and accreditation
· Affiliated Scholars Program
President, Society for Disability Studies, (Spring 2007 – Summer 2008)

Select accomplishments, include: 

· Change in Central Office location (from UIC to CUNY)

· Developed and drafted Board of Directors manual

· Led major re-branding and other expansion efforts of both membership and partnership organizations, including NYU’s Interactive Telecommunications Program 

· SDS Conference 2008 planning and support, and select leadership presentations (President’s Greeting, Welcome Reception and Poetry Reading moderator)

· Provided Letters of Reference for Disability Studies scholars and community advocates

· Organized and conducted SDS Business Meeting (over 400 attendees present)

· Organized and conducted twice yearly in-person Board of Directors meetings 
Activities at Society for Disability Studies, 20th Annual Conference, “Disability and Disability Studies:  Works in Progress,” May 2007, Seattle:

· President’s Greeting

· Plenary Session, moderator – “Global Disability”

· Moderator, “Framing Disability and Disability Studies in Israel:  Interrogating Notions of “Progress” in an Alternative Cultural Context”

· SDS Business Meeting (over 350 attendees present)

· Annual Board Meeting 

Society for Disability Studies, Board Member, 2005-2009

Member, Fundraising Committee, ongoing

Co-chair, Zola Award Committee, 2005

Vice President, 2006-2007

Past President, 2008-2009
External Evaluator for City University of New York (CUNY) Master’s Program in Disability Studies, Spring 2008
Liaison, Society for Applied Anthropology and Society for Disability Studies, 2007-ongoing
Planning Committee, Columbia University Faculty Seminar, Disability Studies Series, since 2003. This is a non-credit, public seminar series.  

Advisory Committee to the Disability Studies Certificate Program, City University of New York, JFK Jr. Institute for Worker Education, since Spring 2005.

Society for Medical Anthropology, Disability Studies Interest Group, ongoing since 2004.

Awards Committees

· Irving Zola Award Committee, Society for Disability Studies – 2003-2006

· Access Awards Committee, American Foundation for the Blind -- 2003, 2004

· Fellowship Committee, American Foundation for the Blind -- 2002 and ongoing

· Awards Committee, Center for the Study of Women, UCLA -- 1994, ‘95, ‘97
Departmental Service

· Departmental Lambda Alpha Honors Society Faculty Advisor, 2007 and ongoing
· Departmental Budget and Equipment Committee, 2007-2009

· Departmental Seminars and Events Committee, 2007-2009

· Departmental Library Representative, 2007
· Departmental Bigel Awards Committee, 2007-2008

· Departmental Search Committee, 2006-2007

· Departmental Search Committee (2 searches), 2005-2006
· Departmental M.A. Program Committee, 2005-2006
· Co-organized a panel (with Dr. Elgin Klugh) for the Society for Applied Anthropology   (March 2006), which highlights the role of Montclair State as an emerging leader in Applied Anthropology.
College Committees

· CHSS Hybrid and Online Learning Committee, 2008 - ongoing
· Student Research Conference, Organizing Committee, 2007-2009

· “Distinguished Scholar Award” Committee, 2007-2008
· CHSS Honorary Degree Committee, 2007-2008

· Participation in new urban health core between Psychology, Anthropology, and Health Policy.  My contribution is in the field of Medical Anthropology.  
· American Studies Task Force, 2006-2007
Curriculum Development 

· Strategic assistance for new departmental Certificate Program in Community Development

· Developed new course, ANTH 180: Health and Healing in Cross Cultural Perspective, which was approved to fulfill the GER Non-western course requirement, also cross-listed with Latin American Studies; upcoming Spring 2009

· CHSS Hybrid and Online Learning Committee, 2008 - ongoing

· Department of Anthropology, MSU, Applied Master’s Program committee

· Anthropology Curriculum Committee, New School University -- 2001 - 2005

· AFB’s Distance Learning Strategy Team – 2003, 2004
Miscellaneous

· Chair, Employee Communications Council, AFB -- 2002

· Employee Communications Council, AFB -- 2001

· AFB 's Web “Search” Team, Web “Priorities” Team
· Eight - Year Review, Department of Anthropology, UCLA -- 1998

· Five - Year Review, Center for the Study of Women, UCLA -- 1998
ASSOCIATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· American Anthropological Association

· American Public Health Association

· Association of Feminist Anthropology 

· Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired 

· Disability Network of New York City

· Metropolitan Medical Anthropology Society

· National Association of Practicing Anthropologists

· Society for the Anthropology of Food and Nutrition

· Society for Disability Studies

· Society for Medical Anthropology
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