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Teaching and Career at Montclair State University
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Rank
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Department of Theatre & Dance

Assistant Professor
2008-2013
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Associate Professor
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Teaching Career Outside of Montclair State University
Institution
Department
Rank
Dates
Ithaca College
Theatre Arts
Assistant Professor
1995-2000
University of Maryland
School of Theatre, Dance
Adjunct Professor
2000

And Performance Studies



PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND


Teaching Experience (Montclair State)


Department of Theatre and Dance 

Faculty, Department of Theatre and Dance, 2008 – present. Expertise in the following areas: Scenic Design (both beginning level and advanced), Drafting, Model-Making, Drawings, Painting, Theatrical Production and Properties Design. Directors and Designers Collaborative Studio.

Other Experience Outside Montclair State

Adjunct Professor, University of Maryland, 2000. Course Taught: Scenic Design II, School of Theatre, Dance and Performance Studies. Responsibilities included Coursework focusing on conceptual design ideas and techniques of presentation.  The class was taught to both Graduates and Undergraduates together.
Assistant Professor, Ithaca College, Department of Theatre Arts, 1995 – 2000. Courses Taught Scenic Design I and II, Drafting, Drawings and Rendering, Model-Making, Scene Painting and Theatre History.
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

As a teacher of theatrical production and design my approach is necessarily based on interactions with students and their specific needs.  The nature of studying theatre requires the interaction of students not only with the teacher but with each other in order to become fully effective professional-level collaborators. 
While formal presentations of material in a clear and organized manner are essential for distributing information, the student can really only begin to fully understand the material after they are actually working with the ideas themselves.  The responsibility to learn is placed upon each individual student. I believe the teacher has the responsibility to guide them in the right direction whenever possible and to provide constructive criticism along the way, but students need to learn to be able to solve problems on their own and it is the job of the teacher to make sure the students confront the right problems and that they are given the skills needed to solve them. To this end, I think it is very important to pay close attention to the individual student’s needs and to do everything one can to guide them towards a path that will bring them success.  The approach will vary from student to student simply because there are no two people exactly alike.  
Art is by nature a subjective subject matter, but there are ways of arriving at truth through indirect methods involving a great deal of discussion and interaction within the classroom.  The instructor’s job is to lead the students to a place where they arrive at an understanding of truth for themselves.  There are, nevertheless, many technical skills needed along the way in order to realize one’s ideas on paper and ultimately on stage and those skills can be taught in a much more straight-forward manner. But one still needs to work with the individual in order to help them gain mastery over even a more practically oriented skill. The approach is therefore consistently weighted towards individual needs in all areas of study within my subject matter.
SCHOLARLY AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY

My scholarly energies over the years have been applied to researching, designing and presenting theatre and opera set designs for major national and international venues. For more than thirty years I have worked professionally as a scenic designer for theatre and opera companies.  I have designed over 250 productions and have had my design work featured in the 2019, 2015 and the 2007 Prague Quadrennial, the pre-eminent scenographic exhibition in the world. An exhibition of my design work was displayed in the Opera America Design Gallery, located in the Pamela J. Hoiles lobby from October 2012 through February 2013. This exhibition of my work was part of the opening of the new National Opera Center in Manhattan. In 2015 I was named as one of six finalists in the highly prestigious International Opera Awards Ceremony in London.  In 2014 I designed the European premiere of Kevin Puts recent opera, Silent Night.  The production was awarded two accolades at the 2015 Irish Times Theatre Awards Ceremony, including the audience choice award and best opera production of 2014.
PROFESSIONAL PUBLIC PERFORMANCES 


SCENIC DESIGNS:
COSI FAN TUTTE, San Francisco Opera (2021)

SAMSON AND DELILAH, Washington National Opera (2020)

DON GIOVANNI, Washington National Opera (2020)

SALOME, Atlanta Opera (2020)

SILENT NIGHT, Utah Opera (2020)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Seattle Opera (2020)

RIGOLETTO, Houston Grand Opera (2019)

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, San Francisco Opera (2019)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Opera de Montreal (2019)

LA BOHEME, Dallas Opera (2019)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Atlanta Opera (2019)

MOBY-DICK, Opera San Jose (2019)

SILENT NIGHT, Austin Opera (2019)

SILENT NIGHT, Washington National Opera (2018)
EUGENE ONEGIN, Michigan Opera Theatre (2018)

RIGOLETTO, Wolf Trap Opera (2019)

SILENT NIGHT, Glimmerglass Festival (2018)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Hawaii Opera Theatre (2018)

MOBY-DICK, Pittsburgh Opera (2018)

DEAD MAN WALKING, Minnesota Opera (2018)

MOBY-DICK, Utah Opera (2018)

CARMEN, Austin Opera (2017)

LA BOHEME, Opera Colorado (2017)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Lyric Opera of Kansas City (2017)

TOSCA, Wolf Trap Opera (2017)

LA PIETRA DEL PARAGONE, Wolf Trap Opera (2017)

KEPT: A GHOST STORY (World Premiere), Virginia Arts Festival (2017)

DEAD MAN WALKING, Vancouver Opera (2017)

OTELLO, Vancouver Opera (2017)

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, Peabody Conservatory (2017)

LA CLEMENZA DI TITTO, Manhattan School of Music (2016)

SILENT NIGHT, Atlanta Opera (2016)

NIXON IN CHINA, Royal Swedish Opera (2016)

LA BOHEME, Wolf Trap Opera (2016)

FALSTAFF, Des Moines Metro Opera (2016)
THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA, Wolf Trap Opera (2016)

THE SHINING (World Premiere), Minnesota Opera (2016)

THE SCARLET LETTER (World Premiere), Opera Colorado (2016)

RUSALKA, Minnesota Opera (2016)

THE DANGEROUS LIAISONS, Manhattan School of Music, (2015)

RUSALKA, Lyric Opera of Kansas City, (2015)

AIDA, Colorado Opera (2015)

LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR, San Francisco Opera (2015)

LA BOHEME, Atlanta Opera (2015)

THE WRECKERS, Bard SummerScape (2015)

CARMEN, Minnesota Opera (2015)

THE ABDUCTION FROM THE SERAGLIO, Peabody Conservatory (2015)

SEMELE, Seattle Opera (2015)

MADAMA BUTTERFLY, Atlanta Opera
 (2014)
LA CENERENTOLA, Tulsa Opera (2014)




SILENT NIGHT (European Premiere), Wexford Festival Opera (2014)


SUSANNAH, San Francisco Opera (2014)



THE BALLAD OF BABY DOE, Chautauqua Opera (2014)



STILL WILL BE HEARD (World Premiere), Peak Performances (2014)


MADAMA BUTTERFLY, Castleton Festival (2014)




NIXON IN CHINA, Bord Gais Energy Theatre (Dublin) (2014)


WITH BLOOD, WITH INK, Fort Worth Opera (2014)




THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, Palm Beach Opera (2014)



THE DREAM OF VALENTINO, Minnesota Opera (2014)




THE TALE OF LADY THI KINH (World Premiere), Jacobs School of Music (2014)



THE MOTHER OF US ALL, Manhattan School of Music (2013)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, Knoxville Opera (2013)

FALSTAFF, Wolf Trap opera (2013)

CAROUSEL, Virginia Opera (2013)

LA CENERENTOLA, Pittsburgh Opera (2013)

DON GIOVANNI, Madison Opera (2013) 

THE WHIPPING MAN, Indiana Repertory Theatre (2013)

THE WHIPPING MAN, Geva Theatre Center (2013) 

LA BOHEME, Seattle Opera (2013)

DIE FLEDERMAUS, Virginia Opera (2012)
LA BOHEME, Vancouver Opera (2012)
THE RAKE’S PROGRESS, Wolf Trap Opera (2012)
DON GIOVANNI, Wolf Trap Opera (2012)
NIXON IN CHINA, San Francisco Opera (2012)
ROMEO AND JULIET
, Florida Grand Opera (2012)
THE INSPECTOR, Boston Lyric Opera (2012)
SUSANNAH, Opera Florentine (2012)
NIXON IN CHINA, Lyric Opera of Kansas City (2012)
THE MERRY WIDOW, Kentucky Opera (2012)
DIE FLEDERMAUS, Opera Memphis (2012)

RUSALKA, Opéra de Montréal (2011)

LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR, Atlanta Opera (2011)




AIDA, Virginia Opera (2011)




BLIZZARD ON MARBLEHEAD NECK (World première), Glimmerglass Festival (2011)

LATER THE SAME EVENING, Glimmerglass Festival (2011)



LE DONNE CURIOSE
, Wolf Trap Opera (2011)




THE INSPECTOR (World Première), Wolf Trap Opera (2011)




THE DAUGHTER OF THE REGIMENT, Lyric Opera of Kansas City (2011)


CARDILLAC, Opera Boston (2011)




RUSALKA, Opera Colorado (2011)

SWEENEY TODD, Montclair State University (2010)

LA CENERENTOLA, Minnesota Opera (2010)

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, Wolf Trap Opera (2010)

IL TURCO IN ITALIA, Wolf Trap Opera (2010)

ZAIDE, Wolf Trap Opera (2010)

LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR, Opera Cleveland (2010)

SHADOWBOXER (world premiere), Maryland Opera Studio (2010)
NIXON IN CHINA (Canadian premiere), Vancouver Opera (2010)
DON GIOVANNI, Virginia Opera (2010)

ARCADIA, Montclair State University (2009)

THE DAUGHTER OF THE REGIMENT, Virginia Opera (2009)

COSI FAN TUTTE, Wolf Trap Opera (2009)

LA BOHEME, Opera Theatre of St. Louis (2009)

DIE FLEDERMAUS, Manhattan School of Music (2009)

LA CENERENTOLA, Fort Worth Opera (2009)

THE MERRY WIDOW, Dayton Opera (2009)

RUSALKA, Boston Lyric Opera (2009)

PRINCE OF HOMBURG, Montclair State University (2009)

LATER THE SAME EVENING, Manhattan School of Music (2008)

LA CENERENTOLA, Atlanta Opera (2008)




HANSEL AND GRETEL, Opera Cleveland (2008)

ARIADNE AUF NAXOS, Wolf Trap Opera (2008)

ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL, Shakespeare Santa Cruz (2008)

ROMEO AND JULIET, Shakespeare Santa Cruz (2008)

ALCINA, Wolf Trap Opera (2008)

UN GIORNO DI REGNO, Wolf Trap Opera (2008)

LA BOHEME, Opera Cleveland (2008)

RUSALKA, Minnesota Opera (2008)

PICNIC, University of Kansas (2008)

LA CENERENTOLA, Opera Columbus (2008)

ROMEO AND JULIET, Minnesota Opera (2008)

GRIFFELKIN, Manhattan School of Music (2007)

LATER THE SAME EVENING, Maryland Opera Studio (2007)

TURN OF THE SCREW, Peabody Conservatory (2007)

LA BOHEME, Boston Lyric Opera (2007)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, Virginia Opera (2007)




A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC, Opera Cleveland (2007)




L’ETIOLE, Wolf Trap Opera (2007)




VOLPONE, Wolf Trap Opera (2007)

LA TRAVIATA
, Opera Cleveland (2007)




ARMIDE, Maryland Opera Studio (2007)



TRANSFORMATIONS, Maryland Opera Studio (2007)



DEATH OF A SALESMAN, Syracuse Stage (2007)




THE BARTERED BRIDE, University of Michigan (2007)



DEATH OF A SALESMAN, Indiana Repertory Theatre (2007)



TALES OF HOFFMANN, University of Kansas (2007)

THE MERRY WIDOW, Opera Columbus (2007)

LA CENERENTOLA, Nevada Opera (2007)

SUSANNAH, Virginia Opera (2006)




THE MERRY WIDOW, Mobile Opera (2006)




LA BOHEME, Opera de Quebec (2006)




A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, Folger Shakespeare Theatre (2006)


DIAL “M” FOR MURDER, Geva Theatre Center (2006)



VANESSA, Chautauqua Opera (2006)


THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, Chautauqua Opera (2006)

THE MAGIC FLUTE, Summer Opera (2006)




JANE EYRE, Opera Theatre of St. Louis
(2006)

THE MERRY WIDOW, Lyric Opera of Kansas City (2006)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, El Paso Opera (2006)




INHERIT THE WIND, Geva Theatre Center (2006)


FALSTAFF, University of Kansas (2006)



THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, Converse College (2006)

ALBERT HERRING, University of Kansas (2005)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Cleveland Opera (2005)

SWEENEY TODD, Wolf Trap Opera (2005)

DIE FLEDERMAUS, Opera Grand Rapids (2005)

THE MERRY WIDOW
, New Orleans Opera (2005)

LA BOHEME, Maryland Opera Studio (2005)

JULIUS CAESAR, Maryland Opera Studio (2005)

THE MERRY WIDOW
, Opera Memphis (2005)

SIEGFRIED, New Orleans Opera (2005)

LA CENERENTOLA, Kentucky Opera (2005)

COSI FAN TUTTE, University of Kansas (2005)

SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTHERS, Windwood Theatricals (2005)

CENDRILLION, Peabody Conservatory (2004)

FAUST, University of Kansas (2004)

MERRY WIDOW, Virginia Opera (2004)

L’ITALIANA IN ALGERI, Boston Lyric Opera (2004)

BROADWAY BOUND
, Geva Theatre Center (2004)

THE NOSE (Associate designer)
, Bard Summerscape (2004)

STIFFELIO, Chautauqua Opera (2004)

FALSTAFF, Wolf Trap Opera (2004)

CARMEN, Opera Theatre of St. Louis (2004)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, University of Maryland (2004)

CLARA, University of Maryland (2004)

VOLPONE, Wolf Trap Opera (2004)

THE ABDUCTION FROM THE SERAGLIO, Peabody Conservatory (2004)

DEATH OF A SALESMAN, Geva Theatre Center (2004)

DIE FLEDERMAUS, Augusta Opera (2004)

THE UNSINKABLE MOLLY BROWN
, Windwood Theatricals (2004)

PONTALBA, New Orleans Opera (2003)

EUGENE ONEGIN, Opera Festival of New Jersey (2003)

L’ITALIANA IN ALGERI, Opera Festival of New Jersey (2003)

BEATRICE AND BENEDICT, Manhattan School of Music (2003)

DIE FLEDERMAUS, Virginia Opera (2003)

JUMP/CUT, Woolly Mammoth Theatre (2003)

COPACABANA, Windwood Theatricals (2003)

BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS, Geva Theatre (2003) 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL, Virginia Opera (2002)

CARMEN, Boston Lyric Opera (2002)

DON PASQUALE, Wolf Trap Opera (2002)

GHOSTS, Geva Theatre (2002)


LA BOHEME, Boston Lyric Opera (2002)

SOUTH PACIFIC, St. Albans School (2002)

BIG RIVER, Windwood Theatricals (2002)

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, University of Maryland (2001)

OLIVER!, Syracuse Stage (2001)

RESURRECTION, Boston Lyric Opera (2001)

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE, Interact Theatre (2001)

LA TRAVIATA, Chautauqua Opera (2001)

VIVA LA MAMMA, Wolf Trap Opera (2001)
THE IMPRESARIO, Wolf Trap Opera (2001)

LA BOHEME, Opera Theatre of St. Louis (2001)

ROMEO AND JULIET
, Syracuse Stage (2001)

THE WEIR, Geva Theatre (2001)

MACBETH, Lyric Opera of Kansas City (2000)

A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE, Cornell Center for Theatre Arts (2000)

LA RONDINE, Chautauqua Opera (2000)

OCHELATA’S WEDDING, Oklahoma Mozart Festival (2000)

TWELVE ANGRY MEN, Geva Theatre (2000)

AIDA, Boston Lyric Opera (1999)

THE BALLAD OF BABY DOE
, New Orleans Opera (1999)

BABES IN ARMS, Ithaca College (1999)

IT’S ABOUT TIME, Mariners’ Museum Exhibition Design (1999)

INHERIT THE WIND, Syracuse Stage (1999)

THE TWO WIDOWS, Chautauqua Opera (1999)

BILLY BUDD, Lyric Opera of Kansas City (1999)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, Opera Grand Rapids (1999) 

THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE, Geva Theatre (1999)

TWELVE ANGRY MEN, Merrimack Repertory Theatre (1999)

OKLAHOMA!, Ordway Music Theatre (1998)


THE MERRY WIDOW, Virginia Opera (1998)

MACBETH, Ithaca College (1998)

DRACULA, Syracuse Stage (1998)

FAUST, Opera Theatre of St. Louis (1998)


THE TWO WIDOWS, Manhattan School of Music (1998)

THE ILLUSION, Geva Theatre (1998)

NIXON’S NIXON, Merrimack Repertory Theatre (1998)

INTO THE WOODS, Ithaca College (1997)

THE BALLAD OF BABY DOE, Opera Theatre of Pittsburgh (1997)

OKLAHOMA!, Virginia Opera (1997)

THE BALLAD OF BABY DOE
, Connecticut Opera (1997)

THE BALLAD OF BABY DOE
, Chautauqua Opera (1996)

THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA, Opera Theatre of St. Louis (1996)

CAROUSEL, Virginia Opera (1996)

THE BARTERED BRIDE, Ithaca College (1996)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN, Madison Opera (1996)

THE DANA CARVEY SHOW, Art Director, ABC Television (1996)
1776, Ithaca College (1995)


THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, San Francisco Opera Center (1995)

THE TALES OF HOFFMANN
, Chautauqua Opera (1995)

MISS JULIE, Manhattan School of Music (1994)

UNE EDUCATION MANQUEE, Manhattan School of Music (1994)

THE MERRY WIDOW, Minnesota Opera (1994)

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, Curtis Institute of Music (1994)

THE POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS TWICE, Boston Lyric Opera (1994)

OPERA SCENES PROGRAM, Manhattan School of Music (1993)

JUMPING AT THE OVAL OFFICE, Catskills Actors Theatre (1993)

GIVE ‘EM HELL HARRY, Catskills Actors Theatre (1992)


WAIT UNTIL DARK, Catskills Actors Theatre (1992)

MEASURE FOR MEASURE, American Repertory Theatre Institute (1992) 
THE MAGIC FLUTE, Lowell House Opera (1992)
CURRENT PUBLIC PERFORMANCES
WRITTEN IN STONE   Washington National Opera (Spring 22)
COSI FAN TUTTE         Washington National Opera (Spring 22)
WORK IN PROGRESS


Mozart Trilogy (MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, COSI FAN TUTTE & DON GIOVANNI)  


San Francisco Opera (final part, Spring 2022)

IL TROVATORE Washington National Opera (Fall 22)


ELEKTRA Washington National Opera (Fall 22)

DER RING DES NIBELUNGEN, Dallas Opera and Atlanta Opera (part one, Spring 2023)

OTHER EVIDENCE OF SCHOLARLY OR CREATIVE ACTIVITY
Interviews and Exhibitions 

Prague Quadrennial - International design exhibition 

    2019 - Featured Designer (video interview)
    2015 - Designs for (BLIZZARD and LATER THE SAME EVENING) featured in the exhibition

    2007 - Designs for SWEENEY TODD and PONTALBA featured in the exhibition

Opera News (January 2018) Interview for a new production of MOBY-DICK


“Minor Scale” by Matthew Sigman


Stage Directions Magazine (March 2018) four-page article and interview about my designs for MOBY-DICK with my designs featured on the cover of the magazine


CBC Radio (March 2017) 15-minute Interview for my design work with Vancouver Opera

Opera America Design Gallery (October 2012 through February 2013). This exhibition of my work was part of the opening of the new National Opera Center in Manhattan.
AWARDS

Finalist – Designer of the Year category (2015) International Opera Awards

Best Opera Production & Audience Choice Award (2015) Irish Times & Irish Theatre Awards

Sixth Annual Excellence in Opera (aka The Freddie) awards (2018)

Tribute to the Classical Arts – Creative Achievement in Opera (1999 & 2003)

UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, DEPARTMENT, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Service to Montclair State University


Cart Distance Learning Committee - Dr. Peterson's replacement while she was on sabbatical


Bias Response Task Force


Experiential Education Committee of the Faculty Senate - alternate


Global Ed Grant Committee – alternate
Service to the College of the Arts


Office of Arts & Cultural programming

Kasser Theatre Technical Director Search Committee.  

The committee identified the most highly qualified applicant who would be able to take on the professional responsibilities of serving a highly acclaimed national and international visionary performing arts series and to continue effective collaboration between the Department of Theatre and Dance, School of Music, all other College of the Arts programs and ACP. 
Service to the Department/School

DPAC.  (Department Personnel Advisory Committee) is responsible for evaluation and recommendations concerning appointments of full-time faculty. The committee focuses on the Reappointment applications and promotion of tenure track faculty.

New Works Initiative Committee.  The mission of the NWI is to provide a production platform for new and emerging theatrical work which will bring professional artists and students together in the New York City area to collaborate and experiment. The New Works Initiative Committee is in place to help facilitate that goal in whatever way possible.
Search Committees, Full time Faculty. Search committee for various faculty positions including Costume Design 2022 (committee chair) and the Head of Acting, which selected Heather Benton to lead and serve as area coordinator of the acting program at Montclair State University.
Season Selection Committee.  The committee addresses concerns surrounding the selection of plays and musicals including numbers of students for whom roles are required for graduation, appropriateness of the work, and technical demands in terms of scenery, clothing and illumination, as well as the quality of the script and how it fits into our vision as a department and to our curriculum as a whole.
Curriculum Committee.  The committee worked to revise the Design/Tech curriculum including revisions to the classes that we will be teaching in the program and the sequences in which we will offer them in order to establish a valid and competitive program for Undergraduate Designers and Technicians in the Design/Tech curriculum.
Recruitment Committee.  The committee’s efforts are focused on seeking out the best possible students of acting, musical theatre, design and technology at the undergraduate level and increasing visibility of the department across the country. Additionally addressing the needs of the department in regards to the web site as a recruitment tool. These include but were not limited to: production photographs and videos from the universities produced shows, revising certain aspects of the navigation methods employed on the site, faculty lists/biographies and clarity of information in regards to the programs offered.
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIPS 
               Life Member, United Scenic Artists, Local 829 (2001- Present)
             USITT Member (2015-Present)

Opera America (2012 – Present)

Theatre Communications Group (2010-Present)
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