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EDUCATION

1996
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, Ph.D.      



20th Century American/African American Literature

Dissertation:  "Spyin' Noble:  Money & Class in Novels by African-


American Women"


  
Minority Advancement Career Fellow           

1989 RUTGERS UNIVERSITY at Camden, NJ, MA,  English & Creative Writing

1982   RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, BA, English

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Fall 1993-Present MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY, Assistant Professor, English 
 

    Teaching:



Freshman Composition:  a process, student-centered approach to developing



critical 
thinking through writing;


Introduction to Literature:  the development of interpretive skills through reading



and writing critical responses to a variety of narratives;


Advanced Expository Writing:  a process approach to writing non-fiction with



emphasis on argument and persuasion.


Pursuits of English:  introduction to literary and critical theory to fulfill Major



 requirement.

African-American Writers:  a survey which explores the works in their socio-


historical contexts and through theories of race, class, and gender.  


Graduate African American Women Writers:  an examination of primary and



secondary literary works written within the contours of African-American



feminist tradition.  


Black and White Women Writers:  a co-taught course examining literary works



centering race from a feminist perspective. 


Graduate Teaching Literature.

Graduate Seminar:  African-American Writers 


General Education:  National Issues – Race in Popular Culture
 Administrative/Service:


Associate Coordinator, Freshman English


English Department Coordinator, Summer EOF 


University-Wide Planning Committee


Senate Rep. General Education Committee

Center of Pedagogy, Summer Leadership Program, Cohort V



Center of Pedagogy, Diversity Task Force


New Student Experience

Teacher Education Advocacy Committee/Professor
 

First-Year Writing Committee


Department Personnel Advisory Committee

College of Humanities and Social Science Teaching Research Group


Instructor Peer Reviews 


New Course Proposal:  African American Women Writers

1987-1999 THE BERKELEY SCHOOL, Little Falls, NJ,  

           Member Board of Trustees, Nominating, Academic Affairs Committees,



Chair, Student Affairs Committee

Fall 1991     RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, New Brunswick, NJ


Teaching Assistant/Black Literature

Summers 1990/1991   FAIRLEIGH-DICKINSON UNIVERSITY, Teaneck, NJ


Instructor/Composition 101 and 102 

1989-1990   RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, Camden, NJ                 


Teaching Assistant/Composition 101 and 102

June 1984-December 1986   CITY COLLEGES OF CHICAGO, 


Darmstadt, W. Germany, Adjunct/Composition

PUBLICATIONS


"Marita Bonner."  American Women Writers: Supplement.  Carol Hurd and Mary G. Mason, eds.  Vol. 5,  1992.


“Black and White Friendship.”  The Quality and Quantity of Contact:  African American and Whites on College Campuses.  With Sara D. Jonsberg.  Robert M. Moore, III, ed.  University Press of America, 2002, 18.


 “Visiting Baldwin’s Grave,” Warpland, The Journal of Black Literature and Ideas, Vol. 10, No. 1, 2004.


“Teaching Ann Petry’s, ‘Like a Winding Sheet,’” English Journal, in process.

Della and Liza, an epistolary/memoir letter-exchange between two women at the turn of the century, in process, co-authored with Mary-Jane Oltarzewski-Garner, JD.  

PAPERS


"New Pedagogical Approaches to Teaching William Faulkner," College Language Association Convention, Multi-culturalism: Whose Language?  Whose Literature?, Daytona Beach, FL, April 1993.


“Rethinking Basic Composition,” Panel Presentation, NJADE, Fall, 1997.


“Humor in Nikki Giovanni’s Sacred Cows and Other Edibles, College Language Association Conference, Fayetteville, NC, April 1999.


“Color-Blindness in the Classroom:  Can Black and White Students Hurdle the Barrier of Race?”, with Dr. Sara D. Jonsberg, National Council of Teachers of English, Spring Conference, Birmingham, Alabama, March 2001.


“’No Stranger to Capital’:  Black Women Insurgents in Michelle Cliff’s Free Enterprise.”  Crossing Boundaries:  The African Diaspora in the New Millenium, New York University and the Schomberg Center for Black Culture, New York, New York, September, 2000. 

“On the High Seas’:  Black Women, Money & Mutiny in Michelle Cliff’s Free Enterprise,” Looking Back with Pleasure II:  A Celebration of African American Literature and Culture Society, Salt Lake City, Utah, October, 2000.


“Talking About Talking About Race in the Classroom,” National Council of Teachers of English, Spring Conference, Birmingham, Alabama, March 2001, Workshop Conducted with co-presenter, Dr. Sara D. Jonsberg.


“Discursive Identity Formation and the Beginning College Writer,” NCTE Annual

Conference 2005, Pittsburgh, PA, Panel Presentation/paper.  


“’When and Where I Enter:  Teaching Race and Racism Across Race,’” Conference on Race in Higher Education, Monmouth University, April 2008.

Invited Panel Speaker, Teaching Race at Predominantly White Institutions, Monmouth University, April 2009.
CURRENT PROJECTS


Patchwork Farms Writing Retreat, Summer 2005, Northampton, MA, Poetry Manuscript, Snapshots of My Cousins:  A Photo Album of Poems.

Women’s Studies outreach:  with Sara Jonsberg, conduct a series of workshops which seek to cultivate sensitive, informed and productive classroom written and oral conversations about race across race.  Centering imaginative and critical writers such as Sojourner Truth, Lillian Smith, Adrienne Rich, Audre Lorde, and Peggy McIntosh, we invite participants to explore representations of women’s cross-race friendships in literature by women.  Our goal is to offer useful approaches to and strategies for using writing and literature to encourage meaningful discussions about race across race, all toward social justice.  
AWARDS


Gamma Epsilon Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi Teacher Recognition Award, 1995


Golden Key International Honor Society, 2005

College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Distinguished Teacher’s Award, 2005

Berkeley College Alumni of the Year Award, 2007

Distinguished Citizens of Whitesboro, New Jersey Educator of the Year Award, 2008
MEMBERSHIPS

Modern Language Association

College Language Association

National Council of Teachers of English

