Appendix A


Montclair State University

FSP: The Scholarly Agenda

The Scholarly Agenda is a concise written statement of the status of a faculty member’s ongoing scholarly or artistic efforts and the direction those efforts are likely to take over the next several years.  The general expectation is 2 to 4 pages, although unique situations can lead to exceptions.  Where an attachment will provide essential information, such as might be the case for a visual artist, it may accompany the Agenda.

While the format of the agenda will be unique for each individual, there are several elements which need to be included in all Agendas.

· Theme(s) Around which the Scholarly/Artistic Endeavors are Organized

The Agenda should clearly articulate the theme or themes that will be central to the scholarly or artistic activity.  The scholarly agenda should delineate how the scholarly/artistic work is germane to the field of study.  The significance of the work within the ongoing scholarly/artistic activities of the applicant and its relevance to the academic programs of her/his department should be clearly and succinctly stated.

· Expertise Applied to Implementing the Scholarly/Artistic Agenda

Most commonly, the FSP will be a continuation of a scholarly or artistic agenda that the applicant has pursued previously.  When this is the case, the applicant should summarize significant outcomes over the course of the previous five years and, if applicable, identify the work of collaborators that might be relevant to the successful continuation of the project.  In the event that the applicant is proposing a new focus for her/his scholarly or artistic activities, she/he should provide evidence that she/he is thoroughly conversant with the existing body of related scholarship or artistic endeavor and that the agenda is both reasonable and achievable within the context of that scholarship or artistic endeavor.  

· Anticipated Outcomes
Understanding that scholarly and artistic intentions often take unexpected detours, the applicant should describe what will lead her/him five years hence to consider her/his scholarly or artistic pursuits to have been successful.  While this will generally include plans for sharing the results of the scholarship or artistic efforts with colleague scholars and artists in substantial venues—journals, books, professional meetings, juried shows, or recitals, for example—it might also include other evidence of scholarly or artistic recognition—for example, the award of grants and/or fellowships to support the scholarly or artistic activity.
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