College Writing I: Intellectual Prose

ENWR 105 – [section #]
Fall 2008 

Joining the Conversation of Ideas: Exploring Identity
For

From Inquiry to Academic Writing
Homework Writing Assignments, Reflections, and Essay Topics

A note about the following assignments: all homework writing assignments are due on the date specified in order to receive feedback. All homework assignments must be turned in with the essay packet. Documents missing from the packet will result in points off the essay grade. All drafts of essays must be completed by the due dates in order to receive feedback or to be part of the peer review process. Students without a completed draft for workshop or peer review days cannot take part and must take an absence for that class. Final essay packets must be turned in by the due date. Late submissions will be accepted but will result in a lowering of a grade level for each class it is late. 
All writing assignments marked “Reflection” are to be written in your writer’s notebook and brought to class to enhance our discussions. The questions posed in the writing prompts are to help you think about the particular topic. Do not attempt to answer all of these as if you were taking an essay exam. Use them to help you begin to think about a topic so that you can do more than just skim the surface. 

Unit 1

Reflection R 1-1: After reading the Bohannan piece, look over your annotations and freewrite in your writer’s notebook about Bohannan’s expectations regarding the universality of meaning and her discoveries. 

Hwk 1-1: Write a brief essay (1 ½ to 2 pages) in which you make some claims about who you are and the communities in which are a member. What makes you a member of those communities? What is at stake in being a member? What does membership in these communities contribute to your identity? What might be some of the defining characteristics of these communities? Who are not members of these communities?  Does membership in any of these communities complicate your ideas about who you are and what you believe? If so, how? Remember to think as you are writing, reread frequently and rethink what you have said, rewrite as new ideas enter your thinking. 

Hwk 1-2: Write a brief essay in which you make a connection between your experience and Bohannan’s. Refer to the freewrite we did in class.  Think about how her culture and experiences informed her expectations and interpretation as did those of the Tiv people and how your subject position may also inform your ability to interpret or make meaning. Bohannan lets the reader know certain specifics about her life to help us understand her position and thinking. What in particular informs your thinking? What are the significant differences in your interpretation and that of another person as expressed in your freewrite? What do the differences suggest to you about meaning? About perspective? About interpretation? This will become your first draft of Essay 1.

R 1-2: Freewrite in your writer’s notebook about your experiences with “contact zones” as described by Pratt or about Benedict’s ideas of “imagined communities.” 
Essay 1: Refer to the handout detailing the particulars of Essay 1 – length, margins, font, submission procedures.  

Topic: We’ve been considering subject position and what that might have to do with how we view the world in general and how we interpret specific events or pieces of writing . Bohannan offers an elaborate example of how interpretation is influenced. Erhenreich discusses ethnicity and identity while Pratt illustrates the informative nature of subject positions. Write an essay in which you explore how your subject position informs interpretation.  Think about why you believe and claim what you do. While you are not required to reference Bohannan, Erhenreich, and/or Pratt in this essay, you certainly may do so as long as you properly cite and document those references according to MLA guidelines as outlined in your Hacker guide. 

Unit 2
R 2-1: 
Reflect on the toys and films from your childhood that you begged your parents to buy or take you to see. Thinking back, what exactly was it about them that captured your interest and what intensified that interest to a desire? What did you expect of these objects? How did you see them enhancing your life? Be specific. Create an entry in your writer’s notebook.

Hwk 2-1: Look in the Unit 2 folder on Bb under “Critical Voices on Disney and Barbie” and choose one of the brief critical comments to which to respond. Write 1 ½ to 2 pages either agreeing or disagreeing with the sentiments of the critic. Make sure you use some evidence for your assertions. Remember to correctly cite and document the critic. 

R 2-2: Think about books you read as a child. Reflecting on them now, do you think the books you liked followed the gender patterns of children’s literature that Jenkins discusses? Create an entry in your writer’s notebook. 

Essay 2: Refer to the handout for the particulars of Essay 2.

Topic 1: Giroux refers to animated films as “teaching machines” (para. 2). Use this concept as a tool to write an essay in which you explore children’s toys (drawing on duCille’s text) or video games (drawing on Jenkins’s text) as teaching machines. What exactly is being taught, and with what possible effects? What is machinelike about the ways we interact with these cultural objects? Be sure to correctly cite and document the essay(s) that you use.  

Topic 2: Giroux’s analysis of Disney’s animated films includes a look at the often negative stereotypes of certain races. Ann duCille is also interested in the way products marketed to children can perpetuate racial stereotypes. Drawing on your insights from both Giroux and duCille, write an essay in which you analyze the racial representations in a specific children’s film or line of children’s toys (not mentioned in either essay). Use the authors’ concepts to help you determine the significance of your findings. Remember to cite and document correctly. 
(Topics are adapted from our text, pages 591-592.)

Topic 3: Disney has adapted some original works (Hans Christian Anderson’s tale, The Little Mermaid, for example) into an animated feature. In doing this, the writers and director make decisions to leave in or take out specific facets in the original story. Choose a Disney animated feature that was adapted from an original work. Read the original and make note of the places of departure. Write an essay exploring the choices that were made and the significance of those choices. Use Giroux, duCille, or Jenkins as a model for the type of analysis you will want to do. 
Unit 3

Hwk 3-1: Kilbourne’s analysis of ads ties the idea of violence and pornography to selling a product which, she asserts, hurts both men and women. Her essay was written in 1999. Has there been much change in almost a decade? Look at the advertisements in a few magazines that are targeted to women or targeted to men. Write an analysis of one of the ads you find (2 pages). Consider the following: How is gender represented? Does your ad offer a representation of gender that might be healthier for both men and women? What do you notice about the advertised products and the assumptions the advertisers make about the desires and expectations of the target audience? What conclusions can you draw? Attach the ad to your analysis. (Question adapted from our text, page 616.)

R 3-1: After reading Kilbourne, think about ads you have seen (either in print or on TV) in the past. Did anything in an ad offend you? Make you wonder what the tie-in was to the product? Write your thoughts about this. If you have never been offended by the contents of an ad or confused about what product was being advertised, think and write about what appeals to you in an ad. What keeps you reading it or viewing it? 

Hwk 3-2: Visit the Web site of the white supremacist newspaper The Truth at Last (http://www.stormfront.org/truth_at_last/index2.htm) and choose an article to read. Analyze the rhetoric you find there, using Kimmel’s strategies to look for evidence of “paranoid politics” (para. 13) or anxiety about masculinity. Either download and print your article with your examples highlighted or copy and paste examples and jot down notes either on the downloaded copy of the article or on a separate piece of paper. Be prepared to present findings to the class. (Question adapted from our text, page 455.)

Essay 3: Refer to the handout for the particulars on Essay 3. 

Topic 1: Both Kilbourne and Kimmel explore the ways violence and masculinity are often connected. Using both authors’ ideas, write an essay in which you analyze an example of popular culture that features masculinity – for example, a film or a series of ads featuring men.  How do these authors’ ideas help you analyze your example? What additional or alternative ideas can you bring to your analysis? Given your analysis of the example, organize your essay around a larger point you would like to make about masculinity.  

Topic 2: You may choose one of the questions in Framing Conversations following Kimmel’s essay (455-456)-- #9 seems especially provocative and useful, even more so in light of the fact that Helmer’s essay is on the semester reading list for Unit 5—or question #8 (616) following Kilbourne’s essay.  

Topic 3: You can develop your own topic for this essay if you wish, but you must speak with me regarding your choice.

Unit 4

Hwk 4-1: How well do Edmundson’s descriptions of college students align with behaviors you have seen? Look particularly at passages where he depicts student-teacher interactions in class. How do you account for the similarities and differences between what Edmundson describes and what you have observed? (Question adapted from our text, page 292.) 
Hwk 4-2: Write a plan for your documented essay. Use the following list of suggestions to help you organize your paper. List your topic with the questions you have about it. What is your purpose in writing this essay? What assumptions have you made about your audience? What do you want to know about your topic? What do you need to research? Where will be the best places to look for the information you need? What is your main claim? What sub points will you need to make to round out your argument?  What are the counterarguments you will need to address? Outline your argument and insert the quotations from sources you have found so far under the sub topics where they will likely go. 
Essay 4: Refer to the detailed handout for the documented essay. For this essay, you will choose your own topic growing out of one of the units or essays of this course. We will discuss options in class but I urge you to consider this project early so that you don’t waste time deciding on a topic when you should be doing research and writing. If you are having any difficulty at all, please come see me as early as possible so that we might discuss it. You will find this project much more enjoyable if you are really interested in your topic and, dare I say, even excited about exploring it. 

Unit 5

R 5-1: In paragraph 5, Helmers claims that “Diana is a heuristic prompting writing that is historical, biographical, and autobiographical.” What does this mean? Create an entry in your writer’s notebook. 

Essay 5: Please refer to the handout for the particulars of Essay 5.

Topic 1: Both Helmers and Henry Jenkins are fascinated by the potential and limitations of cyberspace. In particular, they focus on the way technological spaces reinforce gender roles—or, instead, unsettle such roles by raising questions, or opening new possibilities. Write an essay in which you draw on both authors’ ideas about cyberspace as a place to experiment with authorship, fantasies, and game playing. Include your own perspective in this conversation while grounding the reader in the possibilities and problems of cyberspace that each author describes. 

Topic 2: Helmers defends her interest in memorial Web sites by claiming that the sites make an important contribution to cultural knowledge: “If cultural literacy means coming to terms with the texts that confront us in daily life, these memorial home pages are just such texts” (para. 8). Mark Edmundson and Mary Louise Pratt are also interested in what “counts” as knowledge and how the analysis of nonscholarly texts (movies, baseball cards, Web sites) might be part of becoming culturally literate. Write an essay in which you stake out your own position in this debate, drawing on the insights of these three authors. What are the implications for education if we believe that analyzing nonscholarly texts is important, or not important, to becoming an educated person?

(Questions from our text, page 700).

Topic 3: You have been studying how various writers analyze facets of popular culture. Many of those we have read can provide an excellent model for both analysis and for making the connection from the analytic discoveries to the significance of those discoveries. Write an essay in which you analyze a popular community on cyberspace (MySpace or Facebook, for example). What do these sites permit regarding identity that is different from real world? What does it mean to be able to create an identity? What do these sites have to do with writing? With autobiography? With fiction? Make sure you provide concrete examples and investigate the significance of your analysis. 

Dowd 2008
