Essay assignments for use with NextText
Christa Setteducati Verem

Essay #1

Unit: “Putting a Price on Integrity”

Assignment:  

In class, we discussed how cheating is defined and listed ways that individuals in society cheat. For this essay, select a form of cheating and write an essay that either defends or condemns the practice. Consider the opposing view to help you argue your own thesis. The invention work (see below) will help you with this. 
To fully explore this subject, stay away from obvious observations. Many of the practices we discussed are illegal, so selecting this as a reason to condemn the action doesn’t present a compelling argument and you may find it difficult to continue writing. 

Invention work: List all of the reasons someone with an opposing view would use to argue against you. Then, next to each opposing point, write down your own counter-argument. 
Paper length: 2.5 – 3 pages

Essay #2
Unit: “The Changing Landscape of Family”

Assignment:  (adapted from Writing prompt # 3, pg. 139)
In Henry Louis Gates Jr.’s article “My Yiddishe Mama” he writes, “Throughout my adult life, I’ve always been drawn to Nigeria’s Yoruba culture—to its cuisine, its legends, its rhythms, and its songs” (136). He later learns that he has no physical connections to Nigeria or the Yoruba culture. For this essay, identify a culture that you feel drawn to regardless of a familial connection. Write an essay that describes the culture and analyzes your attraction to it. 

For this unit, you’ve completed homework and participated in class discussions that have asked you to identify your preferences or ideas (often on impulse) and then work to determine and understand the reason for your preferences. This essay asks you to think in a similar way—identify an attraction and then explore the reasons for it. 

Paper length: 3 – 4  pages

Essay #3: Documented
Unit: “Branding a Way of Life”

Assignment:  (adapted from Making Connections prompt # 3, pg. 401)
In class we’ve read and discussed several issues relating to trends in American society. For this assignment you will conduct research to study a current trend. You will then write an essay that explores the trend’s beginnings and end and includes an analysis of the original and current consumers. Some questions you may consider while studying the topic: who started the trend? what buzz marketing came into play to bring the trend to the mainstream? what does the adoption of the trend reflect about the consumers? 

You must use at least five sources for this essay. At least two sources must be obtained through field research. You may not use encyclopedias, including wikipedia.

Paper length: 5 – 6  pages

Other Requirements:  

Preparation for this essay will include several new components. The following must be handed in with the final draft: proposal, preliminary Works Cited page including quotes, field research components: observation log and interviews/ survey results, 2nd draft and peer critiques.

Essay #4
Unit: “Making and Remaking History”

Assignment:  (adapted from Writing prompt # 4, pg. 463)
We have conducted research and discussed the figures and events surrounding the ratification of the 19th Amendment in class. After viewing Iron Jawed Angels (based on these figures and events), write an essay that compares and contrasts your knowledge of the history to your understanding of the film, paying particular attention to instances of artistic license. Consider: who is the targeted audience for the film? what is the reason for added/ subtracted information? is the film an accurate, balanced and appropriate representation or troublesome, inaccurate and dishonest? 
As you will refer to the history when discussing the film, you must include parenthetical citations and a Works Cited page in the essay. 

Paper length: 3 – 4  pages

Essay #5

Re-Visioning 

Assignment:

Choose one homework assignment that you have written this semester and re-vision it into  a focused 2 – 3 page essay.  Since the original homework assignment will serve as the rough draft, the draft you complete for Monday, December 8 will be considered your second.  
This essay (as with all others) must comply with proper MLA essay format. If you choose a homework assignment that originally asked you to address two separate questions, choose only one of them as the focus for this paper OR find a way to combine your original responses in a cohesive and focused way to produce one essay.  While you should address the original homework question/assignment in your re-vision, feel free to move beyond the scope of the question/assignment to expand your thinking and analysis.  Remember to bring the original homework assignment with your second draft to class on Monday.   

