Research at Gotland Field School
Request for field school

Anthropological significance: Archaeological dig to find greater understanding in the lifestyles of the Vikings living in Sweden

<personal information removed>

1. Technological Uses of Viking Artifacts in Modern Day Sweden
2. Through the archaeological field school, I will be using any artifacts that are uncovered while we conduct our excavations and compare them to common items in the local community. From some brief research on Vikings, it is understood that they commonly used items such as combs and purses, with this knowledge in mind, I will be looking at how the community members in the local townships use personal items that are similar in function or use to artifacts discovered at the excavation sites located by the Gotland Field School. For these personal items, I will be comparing them to the artifacts to see if they are used in the same way and if these personal items are used as commonly as the Vikings used the artifacts. This data will be collected through archaeological excavation and ethnographic observation  to find which items are commonly used today within the local community. These results will be shared with the MSU community through a presentation poster and, along with this, a copy of the poster will be sent to the Gotland Field School. 
3. I will use the $2,500 to pay for the research and tuition of the Gotland Field School, in Sweden.
4. By comparing historical archaeological evidence (e.g. their hair combs and purses) with the personal items used in modern day Sweden which will demonstrate how personal hygiene and care have changed throughout time in Sweden through the items that the Vikings brought with them. I predict that the artifacts the Vikings used have impacted the personal items that the community now uses as well as the function that these personal items have in the local community. Along with this I will analyze how the local community views these items as being important to their life. 



5.  
	Item
	Cost
	Bigel Fund Requested
	Covered by personal expenses
	Remaining amounts

	Field school tuition and living costs
	
$2,900
	
$2,500
	
$400
	

	International airfare (PHL-ARN-PHL)
	$900
	
0
	$900
	

	International travel costs, communications, and small supplies
	
$300
	
0
	
$300
	

	Poster Prints
	$20
	0
	$20
	

	Total Project Cost
	$4,120
	
	
	$1,620
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