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Research Songs

What happens when oral histories are re-rendered into archival songs?

1. Of Rights & Sentiments

Voices: Gabrielle Cintron, Cristina Clare, Emma DilLauro, Melissa Hughes, Amanda Roth,
Christine Tanko.

2. Rememory
3. Data Gifts

In what ways might the creation of archival songs serve an animated
such re-renderings?

4. Arti Facts

5. Living Voices

Voices: Gabrielle Cintron, Cristina Clare, Emma DilLauro, Melissa Hughes, Amanda Roth,
Christine Tanko.

6. Tempo

What are the pedagogical and curriculum possibilities such a process
affords?

7. Gramsci/Rossellini

8. Democracy Alive

Voices: Gabrielle Cintrén, Cristina Clare, Emma DilLauro, Melissa Hughes, Amanda Roth,
Christine Tanko.

9. Unconscious Songs

music & lyrics: Laura Montanari
© 2024 Where is my pen (BMI)
www.larthiamusic.com



Biographies

Christopher D’Amato is a music educator and pianist who is passionate
about creating meaningful musical experiences and is dedicated to teaching
and supporting students of all ages and backgrounds. He maintains a vibrant
private piano studio both locally and virtually across the U.S., Europe, and Asia.
Christopher is excited to begin his career as a public school music teacher next
fall; He looks forward to bringing his passion for music education into the
classroom and supporting young musicians in their growth and creativity.
Christopher performs regularly as a soloist, accompanist, and freelance
musician in a variety of settings. Christopher holds a B.M. in Music Education
from Montclair State University and is currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in
Education and dual teaching certifications.

Michael Febles is an alumni of Montclair State University with a Bachelor’s
degree in Music Education. Having studied jazz music formally through his
primary instrument the guitar, he has a love for all musical genres; particularly
blues, rock, funk, and folk. Michael is currently a private music teacher, and
plans on becoming a band or chorus teacher in a public school soon.

Raif Hyseni is one of the most famous Albanian accordion players in the
world. Born in the town of Mitrovica, the Republic of Kosova, he attended the
Academy of Performing Arts at the University of Kosova. He graduated from
Caldwell College in Caldwell, New Jersey, and got his Master’s degree from
Montclair State University. He, as well as Dr. Lisa DelLorenzo, established the
first Albanian Balkan Ensemble at Montclair State University and more
significantly, the United States. He has performed at the Smithsonian Institute,
US Library of Congress, John F. Kennedy Center, Washington DC, Lincoln
Center, New York, Barbican Center, London, and at many other places in the
USA, Europe, Asia, and Australia. Throughout his musical career, Raif has
written numerous songs for influential singers and choirs, composed and
arranged striking pieces for orchestras, bands, and ensembles, including music
for theater productions and a documentary film, “From Refugee to Immigrant.”
He has recently produced a new album, “Rafi Hyseni 24,” including 15 original
instrumental pieces for the accordion, featuring 28 virtuosic worldwide
musicians. For more information, you can visit www.raifhyseni.com.

Laura Montanari is a singer/songwriter and music educator from Umbria,
Italy. Her research focuses on embodied ways of learning, body music, and the
relationship between songs and history, namely how songs can function as
primary sources, and reveal different cultural perspectives and non-hegemonic
historical discourses. Her career as a singer-songwriter has guided her
pedagogy and scholarship, relying on songwriting and arts-based
methodologies to access different ways of knowing, an approach she shared
with her NYC students during her 12 year-tenure as a K-8 general music
teacher.

Dr. Montanari holds an Ed.D. in Music & Music Education from Teachers College
(Columbia University); a Master’s in Music Education from NYU; a Master’s in
American Studies from Sapienza Universita di Roma; a diploma in Jazz Vocal
Performance from St. Louis College of Music (Rome, Italy). In 2022 she
self-published her first children’s book, “Let’'s Make Our Sound”. Her original
music is published under the pseudonym Larthia and Cupra:Ring.



Lornaa Morales is a North Jersey based music educator, and Board Certified
Music Therapist. She is passionate about making positive and meaningful
connections with individuals through music. Lornaa earned her Bachelor of
Music Therapy degree from Montclair State University, and studied both
Classical Percussion, and Jazz. Currently, Lornaa is working as a Music Therapist
with patients in Hospice Care, and neurodiverse youth.

Timothy Nuzzetti recently graduated from Montclair State with a Bachelors in
Music Education. During his time at Montclair, Tim played percussion in the
Montclair State Wind Symphony. With this group he traveled to Prague, Munich,
and Vienna as well as other venues in the tri ate area. Tim currently teaches
7th grade orchestra and general music at Bridgwater-Raritan Middle School. In
addition to orchestra, Tim started the first ever modern band ensamble in
Bridgewater for students who want to join bands, play songs they choose, and
run rehearsals by themselves. Finally, Tim is the drummer in an indie rock band
named The Petal Tones. The Petal Tones have played in location such as the
Stoney Poney in Asbury Park, as well as festivals in Massachusetts and
Brooklyn.

Special Thanks/Grazie Mille

Grazie a Mark e Cristina and The Coccia Institute for believing in this project
from the very first day!

Thanks to the Cali School's Music Education students and colleagues for
embracing what | share with them; for making me feel welcome.

Thanks to Chris, Lornaa, Michael, Raif, and Tim: your generosity and
enthusiasm made me feel safe. Musicians are special treasures in one's life!
Grazie ai miei amati musicisti for playing on my dissertation record: Primiano Di
Biase, Jorma Gasperi, Paolo Giovenchi, Gianluca Palmieri.

Grazie a mamma, papa e tutte le mie amiche e i miei amici per avermi scelto,
per starmi vicino, quando ne ho piu bisogno, nei momenti difficili, speciali e
anche quelli normali.



