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Engaging in  
Probabilistic Thinking 

through Play 
Students explore probability in an open-ended environment by participating in  

two activities that employ Monte Carlo simulations.
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Other authors have  
reported on ideas for 
teaching probability and 
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STUDENT REACTIONS TO THE ACTIVITIES
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The words our  
students used to  
convey the  
unexpectedness  
of the activity and  
results . . . are not . . .  
typically used in  
reaction to  
mathematics lessons.
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