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Lesson Plan Overview
Unit Topic: Freedom of Speech and Propaganda in DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) 

Rationale: North Korea has always been portrayed as a mysterious country to it’s foreign neighbors. 
With President Trump’s and Kim Jong Un’s militant threat of a “sea of fire,” people are starting to gain 
an interest about the secretive country. The purpose of this lesson plan is to inform students about the 
lack of freedom of speech in North Korea, and how state-sponsored propaganda plays a role in limiting 
freedom of speech.

Standards:
∑ RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science
∑ 11-12.4 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.: Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course of a text

∑ 6-8.7 Integrate visual information with other information in print and digital texts

Essential Question: How does the North Korean government use its propaganda to “brainwash” citizens 
and how does this relate to the freedom of speech?

Objectives: 
After this lesson, students will be able to 

o give the correct definition of the freedom of speech and propaganda
o recognize and understand how North Korea uses propaganda to limit freedom of speech
o give examples of the types of propaganda the North Korean government uses to 

manipulate citizens

Lesson Opener/Anticipatory Set/ Lead-In/Do Now : 
∑ Instructor introduces themselves, and the topic that will be presented throughout the class.
∑ Ask students to take out a sheet of paper and write up to five facts that they know about “North 

Korea”. Discuss with students why they picked that particular term or phrase. (5+ minutes)
∑ Briefly give the class an introduction about North Korea using a powerpoint presentation (5-7 

minutes) and have students write down seven facts that they learned from the ppt 
presentation. Define propaganda and freedom of speech in basic terms.

Step by Step Procedures:
Activity 1 (10+ minutes): Through this activity, students will explore the different types of propaganda 
that North Korea uses. After completing one text analysis together as a class, (poster will be projected 
on ppt.), have students walk around the classroom, and examine the North Korean propaganda posters 
that are posted throughout the room (4-5 pictures). On a sheet of paper, have them write down a 
description of what they see in the posters, and list three  details they find interesting. As students are 
looking at the posters, instructor should emphasize that these are used as propaganda, and for students 
to think about a potential meaning or direction in theses posters. When they return to their seats, have 
a discussion on what they picked and what pictures they found interesting. Discuss the central theme or 
message of each poster, and how this message is intended to influence North Korean citizens.
Activity 2 (10+ minutes): Since the class is discussing the lack of freedom of speech in North Korea, it is 
crucial that the students know the definition of the freedom of speech. Through this activity, students 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/4/


will distinguish the United States’ and the United Nations’ definition of freedom of speech. On a 
handout, give students the United Nation’s definition of freedom of speech and the United States 
definition of the freedom of speech, which is written on the Bill of Rights. After reading it aloud together 
as a class, have students get into groups of 3-4 (pull groups depending on time limit), and compare the 
similarities and differences of the two definitions if there are any, for a duration of about 2-3 minutes. 
Have one student from each group write on the board one similarity or difference that their group 
found. Discuss with the entire class. What is the relationship between propaganda and freedom of 
speech?
Activity 3 (10+ minutes): Through this activity, students will be able to examine the tones and body 
language of the North Korean people, and answer this question: Does North Korea not have freedom of 
speech?  Watch clip from documentary “Inside North Korea” (24:56 – 27:33) and have them take notes 
of what they see while watching. Discuss as a class what they saw in the clip of the documentary. Then 
have them get into pairs, and answer on one sheet of paper these questions.

∑ Who do you think the shopping malls and the renovated hospital was built for? Did it look like 
there were a lot of people there?

∑ What did you notice about the expressions or the tone of the staff who were speaking to the 
camera crew?

∑ What kind of image do you think North Korea  is trying to portray by allowing the camera crew 
to take certain footages?

Give about 5-6 minutes to answer questions. Discuss with entire class about their answers, and what 
they found interesting about the clip. Papers will be collected but not graded.

Lesson Closure/Closing Activity:
Return to the definitions of freedom of speech by the United Nations and the United States. And ask this 
question: What do you think are the best policies for the United States and the United Nations in 
regards to North Korea? (sanctions, military action, diplomacy, education, etc.) It will be answered in the 
form of an open discussion with students. Instructor writes down some of the responses on the board.

Materials and Equipments Needed:
∑ Projector and related cables (HDMI etc.)
∑ White or chalkboard

Assignment: In one paragraph, write whether or not the freedom of speech is important to you. Have 
you ever really thought about it? Imagine we weren’t allowed to say the things that we normally are 
allowed to say. How would that make you feel?

Assessment: Have an open discussion with students, and see how their viewpoints of the freedom of 
speech have changed. Is it really important to have the right to say what we want? Is North Korea the 
only country that lacks the freedom of speech?

Modifications for diverse learners



(After watching video) Answer on a separate sheet of paper (in pairs).
∑ Who do you think the shopping malls and the renovated hospital was built for? Did it look like 

there were a lot of people there?
∑ What did you notice about the expressions or the tone of the staff who were speaking to the 

camera crew?
∑ What kind of images do you think North Korea is trying to portray by allowing the camera crew 

to take certain footages?

(Handed out prior) United States Constitution Bill of Rights
1st Amendment: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people”

United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Article 19: “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any 
media and regardless of frontiers.”



Teaching Kit
∑ Novel, “Every Falling Star” by Sungju Lee and Susan McClelland. Paperback $8.86

(https://www.amazon.com/Every-Falling-Star-Survived-
Escaped/dp/1419727613/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1509846348&sr=8-
1&keywords=every+falling+star+by+sungju+lee)

∑ Documentary “Inside North Korea.” Buy $14.99
(https://www.amazon.com/Inside-North-National-Geographic-
Channel/dp/B004HFKPOK/ref=sr_1_13?ie=UTF8&qid=1509846094&sr=8-
13&keywords=north+korea)

∑ Book “Complete Guide to North Korea (DPRK).” Paperback $18.99
(https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Guide-North-Korea-
Jong/dp/1549832719/ref=sr_1_37?ie=UTF8&qid=1509846616&sr=8-
37&keywords=north+korea)

∑ Documentary “DPRK: Land of Whispers.” Buy $4.99
(https://www.amazon.com/DPRK-Whispers-North-Travel-
Documentary/dp/B071X5M2H8/ref=sr_1_82?ie=UTF8&qid=1509846798&sr=8-
82&keywords=north+korea)

∑ 25 Stamps from North Korea, $6.66
(https://www.amazon.com/25-North-Korea-L232-
Stamps/dp/B01M6UQ3N1/ref=sr_1_84?ie=UTF8&qid=1509846920&sr=8-
84&keywords=north+korea)

∑ Map Poster of North Korea 17” x 22”, $18.99
(https://www.amazon.com/Map-Poster-North-Korea-
17/dp/B075J1PR5K/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1509847072&sr=8-
11&keywords=north+korea+map)

∑ DVD “Frontline: Secret State of North Korea.” $19.06
(https://www.amazon.com/Frontline-Secret-State-North-
Korea/dp/B00HUTPKG8/ref=sr_1_141?ie=UTF8&qid=1509847170&sr=8-
141&keywords=north+korea)

∑ Book “Free Speech: A Very Short Introduction.” Paperback $9.99
(https://www.amazon.com/Free-Speech-Short-Introduction-
Introductions/dp/0199232350/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=)

Total = $99.09
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