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JESSICA K. BRANDT



EDUCATION
	
Ph.D. in History & Culture								2019		 
	Drew University, Madison, NJ
	Dissertation Title: “Underground and Over the Air: Radio Liberty, Russian Dissidence, and the Cultivation of a Listening Audience”					

M.A. in Slavic Literature								1995		
University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, CA

B.A. in Russian Language with Honors in Russian Literature 			1993		
Summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
Drew University, Madison, NJ

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ

Associate Dean for Curriculum and Enrollment Management, 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences					2020 – Present 

Academic Program Development & Innovation
· Spearheaded development of BA in Interdisciplinary Studies by convening four university-wide faculty committees to draft curriculum built on high-impact educational practices
· Led and managed operational development of new Interdisciplinary School for Social Transformation, successfully launched in September 2025
· Coordinated and provided leadership in development of multiple academic programs, including:
· MA in Criminal Justice Leadership and Innovation
· Certificates in Spanish for Professions (Health, Business, Justice) 
· Social Impact Certificate 
· Disability Studies Minor
· BS in Computational Linguistics (in progress) 
· MFA in Bilingual Creative Writing (in progress)
· multiple major program alterations and combined degree programs (BX/MX)
· Designed and created CHSC 250 Special Topics in Experiential Learning to enable students participating in non-traditional Challenge-Based Learning (CBL) initiatives to receive academic credit
· Coordinate and collaborate with Bloomfield College to integrate curricular opportunities for students at both campuses, including developing Bloomfield-specific concentrations in the BAIS, and a new BSW program to cross campuses
· Contributing author for successful NEH grant "Rediscovering American Democracy: Teaching the Humanities in the time of COVID" — awarded $500,000
Strategic Planning & Data-Driven Decision Making
· Designed and leading Course Success project, tracking key performance indicators (DFW rates by program and tagging to socioeconomic and demographic data, as well as First Destination Survey post-graduation results) to assist departments and programs in setting goals and designing interventions 
· Led data collection and analysis for multi-year academic program planning (MAPP) process for 15 departments and 3 free-standing majors; resulted in identification of program-level data related to under-represented minority students
· Initiated data-informed scheduling process by providing program-specific enrollment and course trend data to department chairs during planning phase 
Budget & Resource Management
· Created strategic scheduling initiative resulting in a return of approximately $200,000 to the College budget, which then provided the core funding for Dean's initiatives to support student internships and research experiences, faculty research, interdisciplinary collaborations, and community events
· Manage Graduate Assistant allocation for the College of Humanities & Social Sciences
· Advocated for and hired two new leadership positions: Director of Data and Academic Planning, and Director of the Pre-Law Program
Student Success & Experiential Learning
· Overseeing College-level pilot partnership with Coursera to integrate micro-credentials in areas such as data analytics, project management, and AI across programs
· Provided strategic guidance and logistical support for Challenge-Based Learning (CBL) initiatives
· Led summer pilot Global Technology program with Podium Education in 2022, enabling 120 students to participate in a modified international experience while also achieving technology and cultural competence badges
· Assembled and managed team of staff and faculty to re-inaugurate university-wide Student Research Symposium post-COVID in 2023; secured commitment from the university's new Office for Research to provide ongoing funding and management of the event going forward

Associate Director for Student Affairs						2017 – 2020 

Selected Accomplishments
· Co-chaired university-wide Enrollment/Block Scheduling Committee to build major-specific blocks for 3100 incoming Freshmen
· Developed new onboarding process for Transfer students in the College of Humanities & Social Sciences, serving approximately 800 new students per year 
· Managed university-wide, interdisciplinary Student Research Symposium, involving 100- 300 students working with faculty mentors to present original research 
· Worked with Department Chairs to develop best practices in schedule and curriculum planning
· Designed and deployed training sessions and documentation for faculty and staff on use of Banner system applications and Cognos reporting

Assistant Director for Advising and Language Coordination			2016 – 2017
· Provided customer service-oriented advising support and intervention to new, transfer, and at-risk students in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
· Liaised with administrative units across campus to plan enrollment and recruitment events, including Transfer Student Orientation
· Collaborated with faculty to develop registration and advising policy 
· Managed and mined data to assess placement and program effectiveness
· Trained new administrative staff on Banner suite of student information systems
· Oversaw language testing and placement, serving roughly 1800 students per year

Coordinator for Language Placement and Testing				2001 - 2016
· Initiated evaluation and adoption of web-delivered placement instruments, resulting in a 30% reduction in proctoring and administration costs
· Coordinated with Center for Advising and Student Transitions and Academic Success Center on advising and support issues
· Hired, trained, and supervised Student Assistants
· Developed and managed unit budget
· Collaborated with Director of ESL to align policies and effectively serve English Language Learners

EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT
 HERS Leadership Institute							2025
“Documenting the Impact of the Humanities in Higher Ed” – online workshop
· National Humanities Alliance						Summer 2024
NJ Team member for NHA Humanities Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill		2022 - 2023
AIR Data Literacy Institute – year-long online program sponsored by APLU	2021- 2022
 

PUBLICATIONS

“Just Send Zhivago: Reading Over, Under, and Through the Iron Curtain,” in The Edinburgh History of Reading, Edited by Mary Hammond and Jonathan Rose (Edinburgh University Press, 2020).

“Cold War Snoopy, or, Do Beagles Dream of Electric Bunnies?” in Warm Puppies, Cold War: Historical and Cultural Essays on Charles M. Schulz’s Peanuts, Edited by Peter W. Lee (McFarland, 2019).

“An Elegant Weapon for a More Civilized Age: Star Wars, Public Radio, and Middlebrow Cold War Culture,” in A Galaxy Here and Now: Historical and Cultural Readings of Star Wars, Edited by Peter W. Lee (McFarland, 2016).

“Placement within a Changing Curriculum: Russian Heritage Speakers at Montclair State University,” in Case Studies in Foreign Language Placement: Practices and Possibilities, Edited by Thom Hudson and Martyn Clark (Mānoa, HI: National Foreign Language Resource Center, 2008).

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

“Data-Informed Curricular Innovation to Drive Student Success,” MSCHE Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA, December, 2025.

Chair, organizer, and presenter for panel: “Protesters, Politicians, and Pirates: New Perspectives on Radio History,” AHA Conference, New York, NY, January, 2025.

“Everything, Everywhere, All at Once: Fostering and Guiding Sustainable Change in Higher Ed,” Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences Conference, San Diego, CA, November, 2023.

Invited speaker as part of William Paterson University’s NEH grant-funded series in Digital Storytelling, April, 2022

Invited panelist for “Advocacy Strategies” panel at the “Expanding Enrollments in Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies” hybrid workshop (virtual and in person), Yale University, March, 2022

“Mapping a Cold War Listening Audience: An interactive database of listener mail sent to Radio Liberty, 1961-1972,” AHA Conference, New York, NY, January, 2020.

“The Soviet Union and the Space Race,” A Look Back at the Space Race panel, Buzz Aldrin Middle School, Montclair, NJ, November, 2019.

“Underground and Over the Air: Radio Liberty, Russian Dissidence, and the Cultivation of a Listening Public,” Silas Palmer Conference, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, August, 2018.

“Radio Liberty as Publisher of Soviet Samizdat,” SHARP Conference, Paris, July, 2016.

“1953 and the Forging of Cold War Culture,” Dean Hopper New Scholars Conference, Drew University, June, 2014.

“Stretching the Canvas: Some Reflections on a New LMS,” with Dr. Enza Antenos-Conforti, NEALLT Conference, Swarthmore College, and NJEDge Faculty Showcase, Brookdale Community College, March, 2014.

“The Long Arm of Short Wave: Radio Liberty and Russian Dissidents,” S-USIH Conference, UC Irvine, November, 2013.

“Innocence, Irony, and the Commedia dell’arte Tradition of the Ballets Russes,” ASEEES Conference, New Orleans, LA, December, 2012.

“Campus Connect at Montclair State University,” with Dr. Patricia Kahn and Dr. Leslie Wilson, NJEdge CIO Forum, May, 2008.

 “Learning Unplugged: Using Cell Phones in Language and Culture Courses,” with Michael Heller, ACTFL Conference, San Antonio, TX, November, 2007.

 “In Defense of the Queen: Hamlet in the works of Marina Tsvetaeva,” AATSEEL Conference, Washington, DC, December, 2005.

SERVICE

Montclair State University
CHSS Restructuring Committee							2025
SEEDS Implementation Team (new General Education program)		2024-Present
Contributor, Carnegie Classification – Leadership for Public Purpose		2023
Generative AI ad hoc Committee							2023
Convenor, CHSS Global Studies Task Force					2021-2022
EAB Analytics Committee								2019-2021
Navigate Workflow and Training Team						2019-2021
Co-Chair, Enrollment and Block Scheduling Committee				2018-2020
University Advising Council							2018-2020
Learning Management Sub-Committee, Academic Technology Committee	2013-2015
University Senate 									2007-2010
Foreign Language Task Force 							2005-2007
Language Grant Committee							2002-2003
Summit School
Co-Chair, Character Education Committee					1998-2000	
SACS Accreditation Review Committee						1999-2000

HONORS & AWARDS

HERS-Mellon Humanities Scholarship						2025
Neal Riemer Dissertation Award, Drew University				2019
David Kohn Award in Intellectual History, Drew University			2017
Silas Palmer Fellowship, Hoover Institution Archives, Stanford, CA		2016
Presidential Fellowship, Drew University						2010 – 15
NFLRC Language Placement Workshop, University of Hawaii – Manoa	2005
Claude W. Place Class of 1901 Fellowship, UC Berkeley			1994 - 95
Non-resident Tuition Fellowship, UC Berkeley					1993 - 94

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
       
Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ					2002 - Present
· Designed and taught courses in face-to-face, hybrid, and online instructional modalities using both Blackboard and Canvas
· Pioneered use of digital projects (wiki pages, interactive timelines) as final assessments
· Courses taught:
· HIST 499/580 Cold War Culture 
· HIST 106 Contemporary Europe, 1914-Present
· RUIN 293 Russian Culture & Civilization
· RUIN 294 Russian Prose & Drama
· WRIT 106 College Writing II
· All levels of Russian language 

Drew University, Madison, NJ 							2000 - 2001
Adjunct Instructor of Advanced Russian					

Summit School, Winston-Salem, NC						1997 - 2000
Teacher of Russian, grades 5-9, integrated computer-assisted language instruction

University of California at Berkeley						1995 - 1997 
Graduate Student Instructor of First-year Russian and upper level Chekhov seminar

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Co-leader of Drew International Seminar, Vladimir, Russia 			Summer 2013
Russian Language Teachers Program Fellowship, ACTR, Moscow, Russia	Summer 1999
Teacher of English, Foundation for a Civil Society, Žilina, Slovakia		Summer 1995

SPECIAL SKILLS

Languages: Fluent Russian; Intermediate Spanish and German; Reading French and Czech
Applications: Banner suite, Blackboard, Canvas, Cognos, Qualtrics, Scalar, Tableau, Navigate	
	
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

AHA (American Historical Association)
ASEEES (Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies)
CCAS (Council of Colleges of Arts & Sciences)
NEALLT (Northeast Association of Language Learning Technology)
SHARP (Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing)



