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EDUCATION
PhD 
Harvard University, May 2010 (German Literature)
MA
Humboldt University Berlin, August 2002 (German Literature, Philosophy, Theology)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Teaching Experience

Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ, Associate Professor, September 2016 to present


Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ, Assistant Professor, September 2011 to 2016


Harvard University, Harvard College Fellow, 2010-2011 

Teaching Experience as a Graduate Student
Harvard Summer Program in Munich, Teaching Assistant, 2007, 08, 09



Harvard Extension School (Continuing Education), Instructor, Spring 2008 


Harvard University, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, New Curriculum Development Assistant for Intermediate German, Summer 2008


Harvard University, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, Review Tutor for German Senior Undergraduate General Exam, 2007, 08, 09

Harvard University, Head Teaching Fellow for Literature & Arts C-65 in the Core Curriculum, Spring 2007 



Harvard University, Teaching Fellow, 2006–2010 



Brown University, Teaching Assistant, 2002–2004 

Rhode Island College, Instructor, Upward Bound Program for high school students, Summer 2003
Research Assistantships
Harvard University, German, Research Assistant, Prof. Oliver Simons, 2005–2007 


Harvard University, Classics, Research Assistant, Prof. Christopher Krebs, 2004–2005 


RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 
Books
Religion Around Thomas Mann. Penn State University Press, 2026 (forthcoming)
Heimat and Migration. Reimagining the Regional and the Global in the Twenty-First Century, ed. by Len Cagle, Thomas Herold, Gabriele Maier, Berlin: DeGruyter, 2023 (refereed)
Zeit erzählen: Studien zum Zeitroman und zur Zeit im Roman des 20. Jahrhunderts, Freiburg i.Br.: Rombach 2016 (refereed)
Uwe Johnson: Befreundungen, ed. by Roland Berbig, Thomas Herold, Gesine Treptow, and Thomas Wild, Berlin: kontextverlag, 2002, 544 pp.
Journal Articles and Book Chapters
“Democracy, Mass Hysteria, and Human Rights: Rereading Hermann Broch in the Age of Reemerging Authoritarianism,” German Quarterly 2024, 1-14. (solicited review essay)
“Introduction Heimat and Migration,” Len Cagle, Thomas Herold, Gabriele Maier, Heimat and Migration. Reimagining the Regional and the Global in the Twenty-First Century, ed. by Len Cagle, Thomas Herold, Gabriele Maier, Berlin: DeGruyter, 2023, pp. 1-20. (refereed)
“Politics, Society, Literature: Heimat Discourses and Rural Novels by Bastian Asdonk XE "Asdonk, Bastian"  and Mariana Leky,” Len Cagle, Thomas Herold, Gabriele Maier, Heimat and Migration. Reimagining the Regional and the Global in the Twenty-First Century, ed. by Len Cagle, Thomas Herold, Gabriele Maier, Berlin: DeGruyter, 2023, pp. 43-70. (refereed)
“Befreundungen,” Katrin von Boltenstern, Michaela Nowotnick: “In Winkeln spielt sich die Welt ab.” Für Roland Berbig – statt einer Festschrift. Berlin 2019. 
 “Through the Window: City, Imagination, and the Framed Gaze in Uwe Johnson’s Jahrestage,” The Germanic Review: Literature, Culture, Theory, 93.2 (2018), pp. 96-108. (refereed) 
 “Amie Siegel’s Recursive GDR Documentary DDR/DDR: In and Beyond the Wake of Friedrich Kittler,” The Germanic Review: Literature, Culture, Theory 89.4 (2014), pp. 385-398. (refereed)
“The Paradox of Time in Hermann Broch’s Die Schlafwandler,” Oxford German Studies 43.2 (2014), pp. 156-171. (refereed)
“Narrating the Date: Brecht’s Cäsar und sein Legionär and the Calendar Story,” New German Review: A Journal of Germanic Studies 26.1 (2014), pp. 17-29. (refereed)
 “Zeichen und Zeichendeutung in Goethes Roman Die Wahlverwandtschaften,” Seminar 45.1 (2009), pp. 1-17. (refereed)
 “Von Haaren und Kronen. Zur Imitatio Christi in Gryphius Carolus Stuardus.” Colloquia Germanica 40.3/4 (2007), pp. 201-212. (refereed)
“Überlegungen zu Thomas Manns ‘Problem des Antisemitismus,’” Analele Universitatii “Stefan Cel Mare” Suceava. Seria Filologie B. Literatura. Tomul XIII,1. Dosar Critic Thomas Mann. Editura Universitatii din Suceava 2007, pp. 87-100. (refereed)
“Michael Zeller,” Neues Handbuch zur deutschsprachigen Gegenwartsliteratur, ed. Dr. Thomas Kraft. München 2003, pp. 1368-1369. (invited)
 “‘Delius in […] Nordhäuser Angelegenheit:’ Ein Gespräch über Uwe Johnson mit Friedrich Delius, geführt von Roland Berbig und Thomas Herold,” Berliner Hefte. Zur Geschichte des literarischen Lebens, 5 (2003), pp. 171–185.
 “‘Ein Stein, aus dem keine Quelle schießt, wirklich nicht.’ Peter Wapnewski und Uwe Johnson,” in Uwe Johnson: Befreundungen, pp. 237–260.

“‘Johnson ist in mancher Hinsicht begriffsstutzig.’ Ein Gespräch mit Tankred Dorst über Uwe Johnson, geführt von Thomas Herold und Thomas Wild,” in Uwe Johnson: Befreundungen, pp. 300–324.

“Der fremde Freund. Marianne Frisch und Uwe Johnson” (Thomas Herold und Thomas Schulz), in Uwe Johnson: Befreundungen, pp. 325–344.
Book reviews
“Jeremy DeWaal: Geographies of Renewal: Heimat and Democracy in West Germany, 1945-1990.” Book Review, Modern Language Review, 2026 (forthcoming).
“Anja Tröger, Affective Spaces: Migration in Scandinavian and German Transnational Narratives.” Book Review, German Studies Review 46.2 (2023), pp. 328-330. 

“Heinrich Detering, Thomas Manns Amerikanische Religion.” Book review, German Quarterly 87.1 (2014), pp. 119-121.
“‘Liebes Fritzchen,’ ‘Lieber Groß-Uwe’: Der Briefwechsel / Uwe Johnson, Fritz J. Raddatz.” Book Review, Johnson-Jahrbuch 16 (2009), pp. 127-134.
“Frances Lee, Overturning Dr. Faustus. Rereading Thomas Mann’s Novel in Light of Observations of a Non-Political Man.“ Book Review, German Quarterly 81.4 (2008), pp. 515-517.
Invited Lectures
“Beyond Putting out Fires: Developing a Proactive Toolbox for World Language Program Sustainability,” Princeton University, NJ, December 2025.
“Heimat and Migration – Book Introduction Talk,” Humanities Research Center at Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA, February 2023.
“Germany as an Immigration Country,” Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA, November 2020.
“Cesar and his Legionary: Brecht’s Calendar,” Lycoming College, Department of Modern Language Studies, Williamsport, PA, November 2011. 

“Calendar Stories and Bertolt Brecht’s Calendar,” Scripps College, German Studies Department, Claremont, CA, February 2011. 
Conference presentations
“Transnationalism in Melinda Naji Abonji’s Tauben fliegen auf (2010),” Seminar, German Studies Association (GSA), Arlington, VA, September 2025.

“Fashioning Fascist Men and Women,” Panel Commentator, German Studies Association (GSA), Arlington, VA, September 2025.
JNCL-NCLIS Town Hall panel participant on Innovations in Language Teaching/Programmaing in Higher Education in the United States, presented on the Montclair Language, Business and Culture program, virtual, October 2024.
“Reimagining Heimat in the 21st Century,” German Studies Association (GSA), Montreal, Canada, October 2023.

“Heimat and Transnationality in Tauben fliegen auf,” German Studies Association (GSA), Houston, TX, September 2022.

“Spark in Montclair,” Roundtable Presentation, Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Baltimore, MD, March 2022.

“Challenging ‘Heimat’ and ‘Germanness’,” Panel Commentator, German Studies Association (GSA), Indiannapolis, IN, October 2021. 
“Neue deutsche Heimatliteratur zwischen politischer Reaktion und Identifikationsstiftung,“ XIV. Kongress der Internationalen Vereinigung für Germanistik (IVG), Palermo, Italy, July 2020 – postponed to July 2021.

“Trans-Formations: Negotiating Gender in the Early Twentieth Century,” Panel Commentator, German Studies Association (GSA), Virtual Conference, October 2020. 
“Aesthetics and Control in the Weimar Republic,” Panel Commentator, German Studies Association (GSA), Virtual Conference, October 2020.

“The Political Dimension of the Contemporary Dorfroman,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Boston, MA, March 2020.
Seminar: “Gender, Materiality, and the Sacred,” German Studies Association (GSA), Pittsburgh, PA, October 2018.
Roundtable Discussion: “Innovative Instruction: Quick Tricks of the German Pedagogical Trade,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Pittsburgh, PA, April 2018.

Seminar: “Religious Revivals in 19th and 20th Century Germany,” German Studies Association (GSA), Atlanta, GA, October 2017.
“Religiosity and Humanism in Thomas Mann’s Der Erwählte,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Baltimore, MD, March 2017.
“Thomas Mann’s Joseph Novel: Secular Myth,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Hartford, CT, March 2016.
 “The Framed Gaze: New York Representation in Jahrestage,” Intertextuality in Uwe Johnson, Deutsches Haus, Columbia University, NY, November 2015.

“Helmut Käutner’s Early Films: Distraction or Subversion?” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Toronto, Canada, April/May 2015.

“Spatial Projections – New York Imaginations in German Literature,” Space Oddities Conference, Graz (Austria), November 2014.

“Know Thy Students: Making Office Hours Part of the Course,” Poster Presentation at the 5th Annual University Teaching and Learning Showcase, Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ, May 2014.

“‘Ich probiere Geschichten an wie Kleider:’ Max Frisch’s Writing as Improvisation,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Harrisburg, PA, April 2014.
“Suspended, Waiting, Lingering: The Poetics of Stillness and Non-Progression in Literature and Film of the 21st Century,” Panel Commentator, German Studies Association (GSA), Denver, CO, October 2013.
“Friedrich Kittler Resonates in DDR/DDR,” German Studies Association (GSA), Milwaukee, WI, October 2012.
“Intermediate German in 6 Weeks? The Harvard Summer Program in Munich,” AATG Central Pennsylvania, Lycoming College, April 2012.
“Representation and Reality in Thomas Mann,” Representation, Reality & the Media Shippensburg University, April 2012.
 “‘Tiefenbohrungen’ – Documentaries on East-German Identity in the Aftermath of Stasi-Suppression: DDR/DDR and Jeder schweigt von etwas anderem,” German Studies Association (GSA), Louisville, KY, September 2011.
“The Narratology of Suddenness in Kleist and Musil,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), New Brunswick, NJ, April 2011.


 “Calendar and Calendar Story in Brecht, Frisch, and Johnson,” The 39th Annual Louisville Conference on Literature and Culture since 1900, Louisville, KY, March 2011.
“Die Zeit des Romans oder Moderne Mimesis,” Dissertation Defense Talk, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, April 2010.
The Contract Between Uwe Johnson and Gesine Cresspahl,” German Studies Association (GSA), Washington, DC, September 2009.
 “Obliteration of time in Hermann Broch’s Die Schlafwandler,” German Studies Association (GSA), St. Paul, MN, September 2008.
“The Sublime in Heinrich von Kleist’s Empfindungen vor Friedrichs Seelandschaft and Heiner Müller’s Bildbeschreibung,“ Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Buffalo, NY, April 2008.
“YouTube in the Classroom,” American Association of Teachers of German (AATG/ACTFL), San Antonio, TX, November 2007. 


“Gryphius as a Royalist? The Imitatio Christi Complex in Carolus Stuardus,” German Studies Association (GSA), San Diego, CA, September 2007.
“Anti-Semitism in Thomas Mann,” Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association (PCA/ACA), Boston, MA, March 2007.
“Construction and Decay in Stifter’s Hochwald and Nachsommer,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Baltimore, MC, February 2007.
“Anti-Semitism in Thomas Mann’s Novel Doktor Faustus,” Kentucky Foreign Language Conference (KFLC), Lexington, KY, 2006.


“Das Unheimliche in Franz Kafkas Das Schloß,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Philadelphia, PA, March 2006.


“Digital Text,” Brown University, German Department, departmental presentation, Thomas Herold and Gilbert Dietrich, April 2003.
Research in progress
Monograph: Religion around Thomas Mann, Penn State University Press (advance contract)
Book Chapter: “Heimat and Transnationality in Melinda Nadj Abondji’s Tauben fliegen auf,” preparing for submission
Fellowships, Awards, and Recognitions
Member of a group of MSU faculty that successfully applied for the MLA Pathways Step Grant (10000 dollars), January 2024

Member of the TIP program, OFE, Montclair State University, Summer 2023 and AY 23/24
Nominated for DAAD German Embassy Teacher of Excellence Award, 2015

Engaged Teaching Fellow, Montclair State University, 2013/2014
The Jack M. Stein Teaching Fellow Prize in Germanic Languages, Harvard University, awarded for teaching with the highest measure of pedagogical skills, linguistic proficiency, enthusiasm, and commitment to students’ learning and welfare, 2010

Tom and Laura Nebel Graduate Fellowship, Harvard University, 2008-2009

7 Derek Bok Center Certificates of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard University 2006-2011


The Esther Sellholm Walz Prize for the best paper or essay, Harvard University, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures: “Zeichen und Zeichendeutung in Goethes Roman Die Wahlverwandtschaften,” 2006         


The Bernhard Blume Award, Harvard University, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, awarded for excellence in course work in the first three terms of graduate study, 2006

The Harriett W. Sheridan Teaching Certificate, Brown University, 2002-2003


Erasmus Fellowship for one semester of study at Universität Zürich, 1999-2000

PROFESSIONAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Student Service (for lack of a better term: activities that promote professional development, academic advancement, and sense of belonging in our programs and that do not fall under the traditional categories of service, research or teaching)

Spark for German. Co-taught in the Spark for German program (organized to Dr. LaFountain) starting in 2022 for 8-week blocks in each Fall and Spring semesters. Starting in Fall 2024, I have been in charge of the “Meistergruppe” of German heritage speakers. 
Montclair in Munich and Berlin. Taught the course Nazi Cinema and Propaganda with a travel component: 12 days in Munich and Berlin after the end of the semester. May 2024 and May 2026.

Lycoming College Undergraduate Research Conference: travelled on a weekend with students to Williamsport, PA, where students would present at the conference. Five presenters in April 2024, two presenters in April 2025.

Organization of the International Montclair World Languages and Cultures Soccer tournament. Teams from the different language areas compete for the cup. Started in 2023 and growing every year. In 2025, the tournament had more than 80 participants.
Department Service
Deputy Chair of the World Languages and Cultures Department, Fall 2025 to present

Department Assessment Committee Chair, Fall 2025 to present

Acting Deputy Chair of the World Languages and Cultures Department, Spring 2023, Fall 2024

Department Representative of the CHSS UCC committee, Fall 2019, Spring 2023 to present

Member of DPAC in the Philosophy Department, Fall 2018 to Fall 2023, Fall 2025
Sabbatical Review Committee (acting chair) in World Languages and Cultures, Fall 2023

Member of DAC, Spring 2023

Sabbatical Review Committee (acting chair) in World Languages and Cultures, Fall 2021

Member of DPAC in WLC, 2021/2022

Member of the Department Sabbatical Committee 2016/2017
Member of the Department Search Committee for a new Administrator, 2014/2015

Member of the Department Search Committee for two Chinese Faculty and Department Secretary, 2011 to present

Department Newsletter Interlingua 2015-2017, editor

Supervisor, German Club, 2013 to present

Organization German Film Series, 2011 to present

German Stammtisch (weekly German meeting), 2011 to 2017
Dept. Rep at Study Abroad Fairs, Open Houses etc., at least once/semester, 2011 to present

Coordinator of the German program, 2011 to present

College/University Committees
Member of the Academic Assessment Committee, 2025 to present

Member of the College Grievance Committee, 2025 to 2026

Member of the Seeds Committee, Summer starting 2024 (2-year term)

Member of the Interim New Core Committee, 2023/24

Department Representative of the CHSS UUC committee, Fall 2019, Spring 2023 to present

Member of the Humanities Working Group, CHSS, Spring 2023

Member of the Office of Global Engagement search Committee, 2022

Member of the University Student Grade Grievance Committee, 2019 to 2021
Member of the Language and Business program development committee, 2016 to 2019
Member of the General Education committee, elected for three-year term, 2016 to 2018
Member of the Graz International Summer School scholarship selection committee 2015, 2016
Member of the Graz-Montclair sister-city scholarship selection committee, 2011 to present

Member of the Holocaust Observance and Survivor celebration steering committee, 2012-2013

Department Representative, College Research Committee, Montclair State University, 2011-2013
Peer-Reviewer
The Germanic Review, double-blind peer reviewer, 2025

The German Quarterly, double-blind peer reviewer, 2021

Religion Around series, Penn State University Press, 2014 to present

Peer-Reviewer, “Meridian der Literaturwissenschaft – Annalen der Universität ‘Stefan cel Mare’ Suceava,” ISSN 2069-6787, 2011–2013
German Talk Series Organizer or co-Organizer, Montclair State University
Usually, one talk per semester on Germany, German Studies, German Literature, often co-sponsored with other departments or centers. Past presentations: 
David Gill, Consul General of Germany, “The Path to Freedom and Unity: The Fall of the Berlin Wall and Peaceful Revolution 30 Years On,” March 2020, cancelled due to the pandemic

German Teaching Careers, Alumni Panel, October 2018

Michael Saman, NEH Fellow, “The Voice of Time: Classical German Thought and the Ethics of Progress in W.E.B. Du Bois’s Souls of Black Folk,” January 2018

Len Cagle, Lycoming College, “Musical Interruptions in E.T.A. Hoffmann’s Die Fermate and Schubert’s ‘Der König von Thule’,” November 2, 2016.
Lynn Kutch, Kutztown University, “The German Graphic Novel,” November 4, 2015.

Seth Peabody, Harvard University, “Nicht im luftleeren Raum: German Identity and Alternative Notions of Heimat in Weimar Film”, February 18, 2015.
Dr. Ian Fleishman, University of Pennsylvania, “The World Unspoken: Kleist, Kafka, McCarthy,” October 8, 2014.

Prof. Dr. Helmut Schneider, Emeritus, Universität Bonn, Guest Seminar for German Majors and Minors on Heinrich von Kleist: Das Erdbeben in Chili, March 26, 2014.

Jakob von Wagner, Head of the Cultural Department of the German Consulate General, New York City, “Europe, Germany, and the United States: A Discussion of Current Affairs,” November 20, 2013.
Dr. Courtney Glore, University of Michigan/Montclair State University, “The Politics of Restoring Berlin’s Soviet War Memorials in Post-Unification Germany,” February 13, 2013
Dr. Danny Bowles, Harvard University, “Queer ist Volk: Writing a History of Queer German Literature,” Sponsored by MLL, Women and Gender Studies, LGBT Center, March 20, 2013
Conferences Organization/Moderation
Panel Moderator: “Migration Tales: Cultural Formation and Preservation,” Undergraduate Humanities Conference, Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA, April 2025.

Panel Moderator: “The Implications of Language,” Undergraduate Humanities Conference, Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA, April 2025.
Panel moderator: “Narration in Twentieth/Twenty-first Century Literature,” German Studies Association (GSA), Montreal, Canada, October 2023

Panel moderator: “Emigration and Immigration in Austrian and German Culture (2): Immigration to Germany and Austria,” German Studies Association (GSA), Houston, TX 2022

Round Table organizer and moderator: “Teaching Berlin,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Baltimore, MD, March 2022

Panel organizer and moderator: “Heimat and Migration,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Boston, MA, March 2020

Panel organizer and moderator: “New German Heimat,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Washington, DC, March 2019

Panel organizer and moderator: “Music and German Literature,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Pittsburgh, PA, April 2018

Panel moderator: “Theological Aesthetics, Politics, and Practice in pre-1800 Literature and Culture,” German Studies Association (GSA), Atlanta, GA 2017

Panel organizer and moderator: “Religion and German Literature,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Baltimore, MD, March 2017

Panel organizer and moderator: “Myth and Modernity: Adaptations in German Literature after 1900,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Hartford, CT, March 2016

Panel organizer and moderator: “Censorship and Subversion in German Literature and Film,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Toronto, Canada, April/May 2015

Panel moderator: Undergraduate Conference in German Studies, LaFayette College, Easton, PA 2014

Panel organizer and moderator: “Aesthetics of War: Poets and Poetry Around 1914,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Harrisburg, PA 2014

Panel organizer and moderator: “Representing the ‘Real’ GDR,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Boston, MA 2013
Panel organizer: “Afterimages. Media of East German Memory,” German Studies Association (GSA), Louisville, KY, 2011


Panel organizer and moderator: “Suddenness and Literature,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), New Brunswick, NJ, 2011
Panel organizer and moderator: “Time and Literature,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Montreal, Quebec, 2010

Panel organizer and moderator: “The Bildungsroman – Limitations, Evaluations, Reinventions,” Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA), Buffalo, NY, 2008


Organizational committee, graduate student conferences on “In the Flesh: Revisiting the Body in German Literature and Culture,“ and “Culture and Modernity: Georg Simmel in Context,“ Harvard University, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, 2005, 2007

Panel moderator: “Fashion and Commodity,” Culture and Modernity: Georg Simmel in Context, Harvard Graduate Student Conference, 2005
Committees/Service outside of MSU

External Promotion Evaluator, Dickinson College, November 2023

External Promotion Evaluator, New Hampshire College, May 2021

External Department Reviewer, Modern Language Studies, Kutztown University, PA, December 2020

Dissertation Defense Committee, external reader, Columbia University, April 2017
Professional Development

AATG Workshop (Professional Development): Activities for Intercultural Communication and IPA (Integrated Progress Assessment), Christina Frey (University of Pennsylvania), Nov 3, 2017, Montclair State University
Memberships
GSA, NEMLA, IVG
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