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Introduction

PREVIOUS LITERATURE:

Methodology (continued)

MANOVA (Multivariate analysis of variance) was utilized to

Results (continued)

Coefficients for predictors in individual equations.
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SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
> Maternal low intellectual functioning had the strongest effect on children’s anxious/depressed, positive,
and withdrawn behavior.

METHOD:

Quantitative data for this study were obtained from the Future
of Families and Child Wellbeing Study (FFCWS), a longitudinal
study of 4,982 families in the United States who had an index
child born between 1998 and 2000 (Trustees at Princeton
University, 2023). Children were surveyed on many
dimensions at each time point.

SIGNIFICANT GROUP DIFFERENCES:

» Small, but significant association between low intellectual » Maternal low intellectual functioning was predictive of attention and social problems

functioning and maternal race were observed
> Poverty mediated the relationship between maternal low intellectual functioning and children’s social-

emotional functioning
» Mothers with higher intellectual functioning were more likely
to be married and living with their child’s father & had higher
|IPV scores than mothers with low intellectual functioning

» Those living in extreme poverty had the lowest levels of functioning
ANALYTIC SAMPLE:

The final analytic sample included 2,776 mothers who
completed the Adaptive Social Behavior Inventory (ASBI) and
the Child Behavior Checklist/4-18 (CBCL), self-report
assessments of their children’s emotional and behavioral
functioning at the age of 5.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
» Further study is needed to identify targeted support services and for early social-emotional education
to assist children and families

» Mothers with low intellectual functioning were more likely to
experience extreme poverty and be SSI recipients when

compared to their peers.
» Systemic efforts to alleviate poverty could decrease material hardship and close the gap in social-

emotional functioning
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