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DEGREES
1972      
Ph.D., Cognitive Processes


Wayne State University

1971      
M.A., Psychology



Wayne State University

1968      
B.A., Psychology




University of Michigan

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
2005-2006
Visiting Scholar, Psychology and Linguistics, University of Massachusetts at Amherst

2004

Visiting Professor, School of Foreign Languages, Shandong University, Jinan, China
2001

Visiting Professor, Cognitive Science, Linguistics, Speech & Hearing, 




University of Arizona

2000-

Coordinator, Cognitive Science, Montclair State University

1997-1998
Visiting Scholar, Cognitive Science Program, University of Arizona

1993-1995
Chair, Department of Psychology, Montclair State University

1991

Visiting Fellow, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics

1990-1991
Visiting Fellow, Princeton University

1988-

Professor, Montclair State College




Associate Professor, 1983-1988




Assistant Professor, 1972-1983

1988-1989
Visiting Fellow, Princeton University

1986

Visiting Scholar, Linguistics Institute, City University of New York Graduate Center

1984‑1985
Visiting Associate Professor, Columbia University

GRANTS AND AWARDS
External:
2009-2012
National Institute of Health, Principle Investigator, “Eye-Tracking Analysis of Temporal 



Processing in Sentence Comprehension.”  Montclair State University
1982‑1985
National Science Foundation, Principal Investigator (with T. Bever, M. Lebowitz),




"The effects of organizational, functional, and behavioral properties of text on sentence processing."  Montclair State College

1981

Who's Who in Science and Engineering

1979‑1981
National Science Foundation, Principal Investigator (with T. Bever),




"Sentence processing in and out of context."  Montclair State College 

1979‑1981
National Institute of Education, Co-Principal Investigator (with T. Bever),




"A comparison of reading and listening in skilled and unskilled readers."




Columbia University

Internal:

2002-2006
Grant Development Award

2004

Global Education Award, “Developing an Interactive Website to Internationalize the Cognitive




Science Curriculum in China and the U.S.”
2002 

Global Education Award, “Lectures on Cognitive Science in China”

2001
              Global Education Award, “A Theory-Based Review of ERP Research: Evidence for 




LAST,” University of Groningen, Conference on the Neurobiology of Language

1997-2004
Student Faculty Research Awards

1991-1992
Distinguished Scholar Award, Montclair State College

PUBLICATIONS

Book:

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G.  (2001). Sentence comprehension: The integration of habits and rules.

Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. Reviewed in Ferreira, F. (2002). Breaking out of old habits. Trends in 

Cognitive Sciences, 6, 52-53. Reviewed in Crocker, M. (2002). Sentence comprehension: The Integration of 

Habits and Rules. Computational Linguistics, 28, 238-241. Reviewed in Chipere, N. (2002). Sentence 

comprehension: The Integration of Habits and Rules. Applied Psycholinguistics, 23, 471-477. Reviewed in 

Stojanovic, D. (2002). Sentence comprehension: The Integration of Habits and Rules. Canadian Journal of 

Linguistics, 47, 109-111. Chinese translation by Qilu Academic Press.

Articles:

Townsend, D.J. (2012). Aspectual coercion in eye movements. Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 
Townsend, D. J., & Seegmiller, M. S. (2005). The linguistic representation and processing of event structure. 

Journal of Cognitive Science, 5, 157-244.
Townsend, D. J., Carrithers, C., & Bever, T. G. (2001). Familial handedness and access to words, meaning, and 


syntax during sentence comprehension. Brain and Language, 78, 308-331.

Townsend, D. J., Hoover, M. K., & Bever, T. G.  (2000). Levels of representation during sentence comprehension 


interact with monitoring tasks.  Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 29, 265-274.
Bever, T. G., Sanz, M., & Townsend, D. J. (1998).  The emperor’s psycholinguistics.  Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 27, 261-284.

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (1991).  The use of higher-level constraints in monitoring for a


change in speaker demonstrates functionally-distinct levels of representation during discourse comprehension.  Language and Cognitive Processes, 6, 49-77.

LeMay, M., Layton, F., & Townsend, D. J.  (1990).  A model of human response to workload stress. 


Bulletin of the Psychonomic Society, 28, 547-550.

Townsend, D. J. (1987).  In search of modules: A review of Harris & Coltheart's "Language Processing in


Children and Adults."  Contemporary Psychology, 32, 641‑642. 

Townsend, D. J. (1983).  Thematic processing in sentences and texts.  Cognition, 13, 223‑261. 

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (1982).  Natural units of representation interact during sentence


comprehension.  Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 21, 688‑703.

Townsend, D. J., & Ravelo, N. (1980).  The development of complex sentence processing strategies.  Journal


of Experimental Child Psychology, 29, 60‑73.

Saltzman, A., & Townsend, D. J. (1980).  Children can learn to communicate in a word-pair task.


Developmental Psychology, 16, 83‑84.  

Rodriguez, C., Ravelo, N., & Townsend, D. J. (1980).  Bilinguals' memory for the language of sentences in


discourse. The Bilingual Review, 7, 8‑14. 

Townsend, D. J., Ottaviano, D., & Bever, T. G. (1979).  Immediate memory for words from main and


subordinate clauses at different age levels.  Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 8, 83‑101. 

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (1978).  Inter-clause relations and clausal processing. Journal of Verbal


Learning and Verbal Behavior, 17, 509‑521. 

Townsend, D. J. (1976).  Do children interpret "marked" comparative adjectives as their opposites?  Journal


of Child Language, 3, 385‑396. 

Townsend, D. J., & Saltz, E. (1975).  The effects of stimulus frequency on subsequent recall of backward


associates.  Canadian Journal of Psychology, 29, 3‑10. 

Townsend, D. J., & Erb, M. (1975).  Children's strategies for interpreting complex comparative sentences. 


Journal of Child Language, 2, 1‑7. 

Townsend, D. J. (1974).  Children's comprehension of comparative forms.  Journal of Experimental Child


Psychology, 18, 293‑303.

Townsend, D. J. & Saltz, E. (1972).  Phrases vs. meaning in the immediate recall of sentences.  Psychonomic


Science, 29, 381‑384.

Book Chapters:
Townsend, D. J. (in press). Enduring themes in sentence comprehension: Projecting linguistic structures.


In M. Sanz, I. Laka, & M. K. Tanenhaus (Eds.), Language down the garden path. Oxford, UK: Oxford 


University Press.

Bever, T. G., & Townsend, D. J. (2002). Some sentences on our consciousness of sentences. In E. Dupoux (Ed.), 


Language, brain, and cognitive development: Essays in honor of Jacques Mehler. (p. 143-155). 


Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Townsend, D. J.  (1996).  Processing clauses and their relationships during comprehension.  In J.


Costermans & M. Fayol, (Eds.).  Processing interclausal relations in the production and comprehension of text.  (p. 265-282).  Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Bever, T. G., Carrithers, C., Cowart, W., & Townsend, D. J.  (1989). Language processing and familial


handedness.  In A. Galaburda (Ed.), From reading to neurons.  (p. 331-357).  Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Townsend, D. J., Carrithers, C., & Bever, T. G. (1987).  Listening and reading processes in college- and


middle school-age readers.  In R. Horowitz & J. L. Samuels (Eds.), Comprehending oral and written language. (p. 217‑242).  New York: Academic Press. 

Bever, T. G., Straub, R., Terrace, H. S., & Townsend, D. J.  (1980). The integrated study of comparative


serial behavior in humans and animals.  In P. Jusczyk & R. Klein (Eds.), The nature of thought: Essays in honor of D. O. Hebb.  (p. 51‑93).  Hillsdale, N. J.: Erlbaum. 

Bever, T. G., & Townsend, D. J. (1979).  Perceptual mechanisms and formal properties of main and


subordinate clauses.  In E. Walker & W. Cooper (Eds.), Sentence processing: Psycholinguistic studies presented to Merrill Garrett. (p. 159‑226). Hillsdale, N. J.: Erlbaum. 

Conference Proceedings:
Townsend, D. J., & Olekson, G. (2010). Verbs, objects, and events: Eye-tracking reveals the time course of  

aspectual interpretation. In P. M. Bertinetto, A., Korhonen, A. Lenci, A. Melinger, S. Schulte im Walde, & 

A. Villavicencio (Eds.) Proceedings of Verb 2010: The identification and  representation of verb features. 

(pp. 203-208). Pisa, Italy: Scuola Normale Superiore.

Townsend, D. J., Seegmiller, M. S., Call, M., Musial, J., & Mancini, S. (2005). Immediate vs. delayed interpretation 

of aspectual information. Proceedings of the annual conference on Architectures and Mechanisms of 

Language Processing. Ghent, Belgium.
Chi, S-J., Skoutelakis, C., Seegmiller, M. S., & Townsend, D. J. (2004). Processing high-level constraints in 


Chinese and English. Proceedings of the annual conference on Architectures and Mechanisms of 


Language Processing. Aix-en-Provence, France.
Seegmiller, M. S., Townsend, D. J., DeCangi, D., & Thomas, K. (2004). Comprehenders use event structure to


develop discourse representations. Proceedings of the annual conference on Architectures and 


Mechanisms of Language Processing. Aix-en-Provence, France.
Jackson, S., Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (2004). Separating similar effects of conjunction and intonation in 

the resolution of lexical ambiguity.  Proceedings of GLOW Conference, Studia Linguistica.

Seegmiller, M. S., Ingraffea, K., & Townsend, D. J. (2003). The role of telicity in sentence comprehension. 



LSA Workshop on It’s About Time. East Lansing, Michigan.
Seegmiller, M. S., Townsend, D. J., & Ingraffea, K. (2003). The Role of Event Structure in Comprehending 



Garden Path Sentences. Proceedings of the annual conference on Architectures and Mechanisms of 



Language Processing. Glasgow, Scotland.

Jackson, S., Bever, T. G., &  Townsend, D. J. (2003). Effects of intonation and subordinating conjunction on



lexical ambiguity resolution. Proceedings of  the annual CUNY Conference on Human Sentence 


Processing. Cambridge MA: MIT. 

O’Bryan, E., Clarke, C., Folli, R., Harley, H., Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (2002). The role of event structure 



in sentence comprehension. Proceedings of the annual conference on Architectures and Mechanisms of 
Language Processing, Tenerife, Spain.

O'Bryan, E., Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (2002). Slips of the ear: A new way to investigate post-sentence



auditory representations. Proceedings of  the annual CUNY Conference on Human Sentence 



Processing. New York NY: CUNY.

Clarke, C. M., Bever, T. G., & Townsend, D. J. (2000). The role of verb and preposition variables in reduced 


relative complexity. Proceedings of the annual CUNY Conference on Human Sentence Processing. 


Philadelphia PA: IRCS.

O'Bryan, E., Bever, T. G., Townsend, D. J., & Nicol, J. (2000). Reduced relatives and wh-gaps in spoken


sentence comprehension. Proceedings of the annual CUNY Conference on Human Sentence 


Processing. Philadelphia PA: IRCS.

Townsend, D. J. (1995). Collaboration and competition in cognitive processes.  In Proceedings of the IV


European Congress of Psychology.  Athens: University of Athens Press.

Townsend, D. J., Carrithers, C., & Bever, T. G.  (1992). Proficiency differences in immediate access to


properties of spoken sentences.  In Proceedings of the XXVth International Congress of Psychology. Brussels.

Townsend, D. J., Bever, T. G., & Carrithers, C. (1991).  Accessing meaning vs. form at different levels of


comprehension skill.  In Proceedings of the thirteenth annual conference of the Cognitive Science Society.  Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (1989).  Expertise and constraints on sentence processing.  In Proceedings


of the eleventh annual conference of the Cognitive Science Society.  (p. 582-589).  Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (1988).  Knowledge representations during reading depend on reading


strategy and reading skill.  In M. Gruneberg, D. Sykes, & P. Morris (Eds.), Practical aspects of memory: Current research and issues. Vol. 2. Clinical and educational implications.  (p. 309‑314).  New York: Wiley.

Bever, T. G., Carrithers, C., & Townsend, D. J. (1987).  A tale of two sites: The sinistral quasi-modularity of


language.  In Proceedings of the ninth annual conference of the Cognitive Science Society. (p. 764‑773). Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Townsend, D. J., & Bever, T. G. (1977).  Main and subordinate clauses: A study in figure and ground. 


Indiana University Linguistics Club. 

Submitted:

Townsend, D. J. & Bever, T. G. A Genomic Model of Language: Behavioral Tests of Lexical Processing. 
Grant proposal submitted to National Institute of Health.
Technical Reports:
Townsend, D. J. (1991).  The effects of organizational, functional, and behavioral properties of text on


sentence processing.  National Science Foundation.

Townsend, D. J. (1989).  Using computers to facilitate learning words during reading. Army Research


Institute for Social and Behavioral Sciences.

Townsend, D. J. (1989).  Characteristics of dialog in a noisy channel for performing a time-oriented task. 


Speech Processing Lab, Air Force Office of Scientific Research.

Townsend, D. J. (1988).  A computational model of resource allocation processes in novices and experts. 


Human Resources Lab, Air Force Office of Scientific Research.  

Townsend, D. J. & Bever, T. G.  (1983).  Comparison of sentence processing in listening and reading among


college- and school-age skilled and unskilled readers.  National Institute of Education.  ERIC Document Reproduction Service #ED234358.

Townsend, D. J. (1982).  Sentence processing in and out of context. National Science Foundation.

Colloquia:
Army Research Institute for Behavioral Sciences -- 1988

Columbia University Cognitive Science Program – 1985

East China Normal University, Psychology Department, Shanghai, China – 2002, 2004

Liaocheng University, Liaocheng, China -- 2004

Max-Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics -- 1992

New York University -- 1992

New York Psycholinguistics Circle -- 1991

Princeton University Cognitive Seminar -- 1989, 1991

Rutgers University – 1988

Shandong University, School of Foreign Languages, Jinan, China – 2002

University of Arizona, Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences – 2001

Zhejing Institute for Technology, Psychology Department, Hangzhou, China – 2002

Shandong Institute of Technology, Zibo, China -- 2004

Conference Presentations:
American Association of Applied Linguistics – 2006

American Educational Research Association --- 1990

American Psychological Association --- 1979, 1978

American Psychological Society --- 1995

Architectures and Mechanisms of Language Processing – 2005, 2004 (2), 2003, 2002

Boston University Conference on Language Acquisition --- 1992, 1991

Cognitive Science Society --- 1991, 1989, 1987

Eastern Psychological Association --- 1984, 1983, 1979, 1975, 1974, 1973

European Congress of Psychology --- 1995

Georgetown University Round Table -- 2009

Human Sentence Processing --- 2003, 2002, 2000 (2), 1992, 1990, 1989

Hunter College Undergraduate Research Conference -- 1977

International Congress of Psychology --- 1996, 1992

International Pragmatics Association --- 1990

Linguistic Society of America – 2003, 1973

Midwestern Psychological Association --- 1975, 1972, 1971

Mitteleuropa Workshop on Cognition and Bi- and Multilingualism --- 2005

New Jersey Linguistics Association --- 1977

New Jersey Psychological Association --- 1975

NSF Conference on Language Comprehension --- 1994, 1989

Poster at the Capitol Undergraduate Research Conference -- 2003

Practical Aspects of Memory (University of Swansea) --- 1987

Psychology of Language (University of Sterling) --- 1976

Psychonomic Society --- 1992, 1990, 1989, 1988, 1986 (2), 1985, 1978, 1977

Second Language Research Foundation --- 2005

Sigma Xi Undergraduate Research Conference – 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001, 2000, 1999

Structuring the Argument – 2011

Verb 2010
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