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Education

Degree 

Institution 



Date 

Subject

Doctorate
University of Vienna, AUSTRIA

12/08

Sociology/Criminology

Master of 

Science 

University of Cincinnati


08/02

Criminal Justice

Master of Arts 

in Pedagogy*
University of Vienna, AUSTRIA

06/00

Adult and Media Education

*Austrian “Magister” degree equates to a combined BA/MA degree
Academic Positions
Montclair State University (Montclair, NJ)

Director – Global Center on Human Trafficking

Since 07/24

Responsible for overall leadership of the Global Center

Academic Director – Global Center on Human Trafficking
01/22-06/24
Responsible for curricular development, executive course design, student engagement, advisory role for grant and project applications, research expertise for grants, programmatic support; 

Full Professor - Department of Justice Studies

Since 09/25
Research and teaching on mis- & disinformation, online extremism, human trafficking and international justice in the interdisciplinary Department of Justice Studies

State University of New York at Fredonia (Fredonia, NY)

Department Chair – Department of Sociocultural and Justice Sciences

08/17-08/18

Overseeing 4th largest department on campus with majors in Criminal Justice, Social Work and Sociology, as well as minors in Criminal Justice, Sociology and Public Health

Program Director and Internship Coordinator for Criminal Justice – Department of Sociocultural and Justice Sciences
08/11-8/18 (interim Director since 08/10)

Program oversight for over 200 Criminal Justice Majors and Minors within the Department of Sociocultural and Justice Sciences

Assistant/Associate Professor for Criminal Justice, Department of Sociocultural and Justice Sciences

08/10-08/18 (Promotion effective Sept. 1st, 2015)

Norwich University (Northfield, VT)

Assistant Professor for Criminal Justice, Department of Criminal Justice

01/09-06/10 

Teaching
Since 2009, 26 undergraduate and graduate courses taught in face-to-face, hybrid, and online formats. Topics include:  Research Methods in Justice Studies, Introduction to International Justice, Human Trafficking, Genocide, Crime and Globalization, Homeland Security, Comparative Criminal Justice Systems, Perspectives on Justice Studies, Introduction to Criminal Justice, Criminology, Introduction to Corrections, Senior Seminar, Transnational Crime, Introduction to Terrorism, Crime and Media, Serial and Mass Murder, Organized Crime, Capital Punishment, study abroad program “Law, Crime and Punishment in Austria”, internships, independent studies
Service
Very active service engagement on the department, college, and university level, and to the field (academic and non-academic). A select (very limited) list includes the following:

· Director Global Center on Human Trafficking

· Chair, Department Graduate Program Planning Committee

· Founding Member, MIGHT, Montclair Interest Group Against Human Trafficking

· Member, University Senate

· Member, University Graduate Council

· Member, College Graduate Curriculum Committee

· Co-Founder, CoSMO, Collaborative for the Outreach and Study of Misinformation Online

· Member, New Jersey Human Trafficking Taskforce and Educational Subcommittee
Special Issue Co-Editor, Journal on Human Trafficking & Child Welfare Journal 
Research, Scholarship, and Related Activities
Peer reviewed journal articles
· Rafieifar, M., Peterka-Benton, D., Thomas, A. & Adam, M. Youth Experiences and Understandings of Human Trafficking in Ghana. Under revise and resubmit with the Journal of Human Trafficking.
· Benton, B., Peterka-Benton, D. (2025). Everything Old is Q Again: An Analysis of the Resurgent #PIZZAGATE Myth in Social Media. Popular Culture Studies Journal, 13 (1), 68-87.
·  Robinson, C., Peterka-Benton, D. & Crowe, T. (2025). Unveiling the Long-Term Challenges: Disabilities and Post-Human Trafficking Survival - A Survivor Perspective. Journal of Human Trafficking, 11 (1). https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2024.2430895
· Peterka-Benton, D., Benton, B. & Penney, J. (2025). From Conspiracy to Normalcy: The Mainstreaming of QAnon in “Disney Grooming” Messages Online. Crime, Media, Culture, 21 (2), 169-186. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17416590241257862
· Peterka-Benton, D. (2025). Fighting Disinformation Online: The Digital Services Act in the American Context. Social Sciences, 14(1), 28. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci14010028
· Peterka-Benton, D. & Benton, B. (2024) “Out of the Shadows”: Reflections on Human Trafficking Education Through a Public Pedagogy Project. Journal of Criminal Justice Education. 1-20. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10511253.2024.2406489
· Benton, B., & Peterka-Benton, D. (2024). (Re)Framing abortion: the lamination of trafficking in reproductive rights discourse. Atlantic Journal of Communication, 33(1), 135–151. https://doi.org/10.1080/15456870.2024.2380841
· Peterka-Benton, D. & Benton, B. (2023). Online Radicalization Case Study of a Mass Shooting: the Payton Gendron Manifesto. Journal for Deradicalization, 35.
· Peterka-Benton, D. & Laguardia, F. (2021). The Trouble with Numbers: Difficult Decision Making in Identifying Right-Wing Terrorism Cases. An Investigative Look at Open Source Social Scientific and Legal Data. Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, DOI: 10.1080/1057610X.2021.1980981
· Benton, B. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2021). Truth as a Victim: The Challenge of Antitrafficking Education in the Age of Q. Anti-Trafficking Review 17 (2021), 113-131

· Peterka-Benton, D., Benton, B. (2020). Kleider Machen Leute: The Role of Fashion and Brands for the Extreme Right. Journal for Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies, 14/1, 161-173.

· Benton, B., & Peterka-Benton, D. (2019). Hating in plain sight: The hatejacking of brands by extremist groups. Public Relations Inquiry, 9/1, 7-26. https://doi.org/10.1177/2046147X19863838

· Peterka-Benton, D., & Benton, B. (2019). Globalizing online learning: Exploring culture, corporate social responsibility, and domestic violence in an international classroom. E-Learning and Digital Media, 16/4, 267-283. https://doi.org/10.1177/2042753019835890

· Peterka-Benton, D., Benton, B. (2014). Effects of cultural collectivism on terrorism participation: Strategies for non-invasive counterterrorism programs. Journal of Applied Security Research, 9/1, 17-40.
· Peterka-Benton, D. & Masciadrelli, B. (2013). Legitimacy of corrections as a mental health care provider: Perspectives from U.S. and European systems. Journal of the Institute of Justice & International Studies, Vol. 13, 171-184.
· Benton, B., Peterka-Benton, D. (2013). When the Abyss Looks Back: Treatments of Human Trafficking in Superhero Comic Books. The Popular Culture Studies Journal, 1/1&2, pp. 18-35. 

· Peterka-Benton, D. (2012). Arms Trafficking in Transnistria: A European Security Threat? Journal of Applied Security Research, 7/1, 71-92.

· Peterka-Benton, D. (2011). Human smuggling in Austria: a comparative analysis of data on smuggled migrants from Former Yugoslavia and the Russian Federation. International Migration Review, 45/2, 215-242.

Journal Special Editorships
· Peterka-Benton, D., Bowman, M.E. (Eds.) (2025). Disabilities and Human Trafficking. Special issue in Journal of Human Trafficking, 11 (1). https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/11/1
· Bowman, M.E., Peterka-Benton, D. (Eds.) (2024). Human Trafficking and Child Welfare. Special issue in Child Welfare, 102 (2). https://community.cwla.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?ID=24860964

· Bowman, M.E., Peterka-Benton, D. (Eds.) (2024). Human Trafficking and Child Welfare. Special issue in Child Welfare, 102 (3). https://community.cwla.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?ID=24900486

Books
· Peterka-Benton, D., & Bowman, E. (Eds.) (2025). Human Trafficking and Disabilities. Routledge.
· Kurze, A., Peterka-Benton, D., Rubin, G. (2022). Introduction to International Justice. Kendall-Hunt.
Other Scholarly Publications (Peer-edited articles, Textbook, Reports, Web articles etc.)
· Robinson, C., Peterka-Benton, D. (2025). Libraries and Human Trafficking: A Study of New Jersey’s Public and Academic Library Engagement in Anti-Trafficking Efforts. Global Center on Human Trafficking. Montclair State University. https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/human_traff_ctr_pubs/3
· Kieran Barrett et al. (September 17, 2025). Transatlantic Approaches to Human Trafficking: A Comparative Study of Austria and the United States, Police Chief Online. https://www.policechiefmagazine.org/transatlantic-approachs-human-trafficking/?ref=d1b99b5db836fa476a11ae03712f59ab

· Benton, B. and Peterka-Benton, D. (2025), Use of the slur “retard” triples on X after Elon Musk shares the word in a post. School of Communication and Media Scholarship and Creative Works. 55. [White Paper]. https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/scom-facpubs/55

· Bowman, M.E. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2024). Foreword to the Special Issue in Child Welfare. In Bowman, M.E., Peterka-Benton, B. (Eds.) (2024). Human Trafficking and Child Welfare. Special issue in Child Welfare, 102 (2). https://community.cwla.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?ID=24860964

· Bowman, M.E. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2024). Foreword to the Special Issue in Child Welfare. In Bowman, M.E., Peterka-Benton, B. (Eds.) (2024). Human Trafficking and Child Welfare. Special issue in Child Welfare, 102 (3). https://community.cwla.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?ID=24900486

· Benton, B., Peterka-Benton, D. (2024). “Rigged debate” conspiracies increase by over 500,000% on social media with 50 million views in under twelve hours. Joetta Di Bella and Fred C. Sautter III Center for Strategic Communication: Montclair State University. https://www.montclair.edu/school-of-communication-and-media/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2024/09/Montclair-Release-Rigged-Presidential-Debate-Conspiracy.pdf

· Peterka-Benton, D., Boak, A., Robinson, C. & Kranis, M. (2024) Understanding and Improving Law Enforcement Investigations of Human Trafficking: Focus on Labor Trafficking. Global Center on Human Trafficking: Montclair State University. https://www.montclair.edu/human-trafficking/wp-content/uploads/sites/219/2024/09/GCHT_LT_REPORT_FINAL_DOC_remediated9.4.24MM.pdf
· Boak, A. Peterka-Benton,D., Robinson, C. & Kranis, M. (2024)  Global Center on Human Trafficking. 2024 Impact Report. https://www.montclair.edu/human-trafficking/wp-content/uploads/sites/219/2024/07/GCHT_Annual_Report_2024_V2_Remediated.pdf
· Benton, B., Peterka-Benton, D. (2023). Everything Old is Q Again:X Activity About 

#PizzaGate Increased 9501.5% After Musk Boosted the Conspiracy. [White Paper] https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1037&context=scom-facpubs

· Peterka-Benton, D. (2023). Sound of Freedom: A summer Blockbuster Movie with an

Edge. [Commentary]. Global Center on Human Trafficking. https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/justice-studies-facpubs/209/

· Peterka-Benton, D., Benton, B. (2023). Will Idaho’s “Abortion Trafficking” Law Hinder 

Efforts to Prevent Human Trafficking? [Commentary]. Global Center on Human Trafficking. https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/scom-facpubs/39/
· Peterka-Benton, D. (October 2023). GCHT Welcomes Child Labor and Blockchain Expert 
from Ghana. Global Center of Human Trafficking Newsletter. 
· Peterka-Benton, D. (October 2023). GCHT Educates Faith Based Communities about Human Trafficking. Global Center of Human Trafficking Newsletter. 
· Boak, A. Peterka-Benton,D., Robinson, C. & Kranis, M. (2023)  Global Center on Human
Trafficking. 2023 Impact Report. https://www.montclair.edu/human-

trafficking/2024/04/29/gcht-2023-annual-report/

· Boak, A., Peterka-Benton, D., Meeker-O'Rourke, D., Laguardia, F. & Robinson, C. (2023). 

Understanding and Improving Law Enforcement Investigations of Human Trafficking: Focus on Sex Trafficking. Global Center on Human Trafficking: Montclair State University. https://www.montclair.edu/human-trafficking/wp-content/uploads/sites/219/2023/07/Law-Enforcement-Report-Sex-Trafficking-.pdf
· Peterka-Benton, D., Benton, B. (March 15, 2022). How QAnon hijacks anti-trafficking, 

and what can be done about it. openDemocracy. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20220408174802/https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/how-qanon-hijacks-anti-trafficking-and-what-can-be-done-about-it/
· D’Urso, F. Laguardia, and D. Peterka-Benton (2021). Understanding Human Trafficking in 

New Jersey: An Analysis of Data Collection. Report for the New Jersey Commission on Human Trafficking, Award Numbers A21-0025-001 & A21-0025-002.
· Peterka-Benton, D., Masciadrelli, B.; Johnson, P. (2021). Inmates with Mental Illness in New York State Jails: An Assessment. In: Families at the Intersection of Mental Health and Disabilities (Vol. 6, Groves Monographs on Marriage and Family). Michigan Publishing.

· Benton, B. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2020). Hateproofing Your Message: Response and Prevention Strategies for Hatejacks. Institute for Public Relations. https://instituteforpr.org/hateproofing-your-message-response-and-prevention-strategies-for-hatejacks/
· Peterka-Benton, D. (2015) Law, Crime and Punishment in Austria – A 10-Day Study Abroad Program. The Criminologist, Vol. 40, No. 2, 36-37.

· Benton, B., Peterka-Benton, D. (2015) The Battle of Thermopylae and the Iconography of Hate. Fletcher Forum of World Affairs (Fletcher Forum Online). Retrieved from: http://www.fletcherforum.org/2015/02/24/bond/

•
Peterka-Benton, D. (2013). [Review of the book Education in prison: Studying through distance learning, by E. Hughes]. International Criminal Justice Review September 2013 23: 310-312, doi:10.1177/1057567713496816

•
Benton, B., Peterka-Benton, D. (2013). When the Abyss Looks Back: 

Treatments of Human Trafficking in Superhero Comic Books. White paper presented at the annual meeting of the Northeast Popular Culture Association, Rochester, NY. (published as conference proceedings: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/nepca/conference/2012/4/)

•
Peterka-Benton, D. (2012). [Review of the book Rioting in the UK and France. A Comparative Analysis, ed. by D. Waddington, F. Jobard & M. King]. Policing: An International Journal of Police Strategies and Management, Vol. 35/4, pp. 863-864.

•
Peterka-Benton, D. (2012). [Review of the book The Tradition of Non-Use of Nuclear Weapons, by T. V. Paul]. Journal for Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies, 6/1. 228-229.

•
Peterka-Benton, D. (2011). [Review of the book Preventing catastrophe. The Use and Misuse of Intelligence in Efforts to Halt the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, by T. Graham Jr. & K. A. Hansen]. Journal for Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies, 5/1. 170-171.

Awards and Recognitions
· Dean’s Recognition Award for Research (2024). College of Humanities and Social Sciences. Montclair State University.

· “Top Paper Award” (2019) NJ Communication Association for “Hating in plain sight: The hatejacking of brands by extremist groups”

· Open SUNY Online Teaching Ambassador (2016)

· Open SUNY “Exemplar, Coach and Mentor” Campus Fellow (2015) 
Internal and External Grants (awards and submitted proposals)

· Boak, A., Peterka-Benton, B. (2023) The Possibilities Program—Building Human Trafficking Survivor Leadership. Funder: Jewish Women's Foundation of New Jersey. Awarded: $25,000
· Peterka-Benton, D., Boak, A., Rafieifar, M. (2023) Understanding and Addressing Forced Labor Among Children in the Head Portering/Kayaye Industry—Developing an Intervention Model in Northeastern District, Ghana. Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons - U.S. Department of State. Amount sought: $3,237,430; Role: Co-PI.

· Peterka-Benton, D., Yang, L., Robinson, C. (2023). CHSS Interdisciplinary Groups Award " “Human Trafficking in Ghana – Perspectives from the United Nations - Expert Lecture Series ". Awarded: $1,220
· Peterka-Benton, D., Rafiefar, M., Boak, A. (2022). CHSS Interdisciplinary Groups Award "We Are More Than Our Stories". Awarded: $1,500
· D’Urso, A., Laguardia, F. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2020-2021) Understanding Human Trafficking in New Jersey: An Analysis of Data Collection. New Jersey Commission on Human Trafficking/Division of Criminal Justice; role: co-PI. Awarded: $50.000
· Einbond, J., Laguardia, F. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2021). Evaluation of the effectiveness of NJ’s crime victim compensation program, with a focus toward understanding barriers causing a lack of program utilization for victims of human trafficking. National Institute of Justice. Research and Evaluation of Services for Victims of Crime (O-NIJ-2021-40005). (Not funded); role: co-PI

· Benton, B., Laguardia, F. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2021). Online Radicalization in the Age of Q: Social Media as a Gateway to Crowdsourced Extremism. National Institute of Justice (O-NIJ-2021-60007), (Not funded); role: co-PI

· Boak, A. & Peterka-Benton, D. (2021). U.S. Department of State. Serbian-American Cooperation Grants (FY2022) Funding Opportunity Number: SRB10022FO005 (not funded); role: co-PI

Selected Media Mentions/Interviews
Heasley, S. (2026, March 17). Ad Campaign Implores People To Move On From ‘R-Word’. Disabilityscoop. https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/03/17/ad-campaign-implores-people-to-move-on-from-r-word/31905/
DiFilippo, D. (2026, March 9). Human trafficking warnings derail hearing on bills to protect abortion rights. New Jersey Monitor. [Cited/Research quoted]. 

https://newjerseymonitor.com/2026/03/09/human-trafficking-abortion-rights-bills/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_content=mar_13_2026&utm_campaign=in_the_know
Barry, D., Rao, S. (2026, January 26). The ʻR-Wordʼ Returns, Dismaying Those Who Fought to Oust It. New York Times. [Research quoted]. https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/26/us/r-word-slurdisability.html?smid=url-share
Lourgos, A. L. (2025, December 7). Resurgence of a slur: Local parents, intellectual disability advocates condemn Trump’s use of the “r-word.” Chicago Tribune. [Quoted]. https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/12/06/donald-trump-r-word-slur/
Klee, M. (2025, December 6). A complete history of the R-word, the Maga movement’s favorite slur. Rolling Stone. [Quoted] https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/r-word-maga-slur-history-1235476412/
Kellett, K. (Host). (2025) The Monster & The Child. The Kids of Conspiracy Stories: The Spectacle of Victimhood from Blood Libel to the X-Files. [Audio Podcast Episode]. [Cited]. Retrieved from URL: https://kathleenwriting.com/2025/11/02/transcript-the-kids-of-conspiracy-stories-the-spectacle-of-victimhood-from-blood-libel-to-the-x-files/
Klee, M. (2025). Conspiracist Maga influencers are posting a lot less about human trafficking these days. Yahoo! News. https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/conspiracist-maga-influencers-posting-lot-201847978.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_content=aug_11_2025&utm_campaign=in_the_know 

Wong, B. (2025, March 14). ElOn Musk has brought “The R-Word” back — and it’s part of a disturbing new trend. HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-r-word-is-back_l_67d1fcf7e4b0554ff89b34c3

Kirkland, J. (2025, March 7). ‘The basis of eugenics’: Elon Musk and the menacing return of the R-word. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/03/r-word-right-wing-rise

Bonos, L. (2025, February 10). What’s Elon talking about? A guide to Musk’s memes as DOGE sweeps Washington. The Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2025/02/09/elon-musk-doge-memes/

Conger, C. (Host). (2024, December 6), The Groomer Rumor Mill: LADIES, STAY SAFE pt. 2. Spotify. https://open.spotify.com/episode/5o4QPvgp7Z9Br6dXPmgsYc
Hippensteel, C. (Feb 18, 2024). Human smugglers use social media to solicit

northern border crossings. Times Union. https://www.timesunion.com/state/article/human-smugglers-use-social-media-solicit-northern-18656539.php

MSN. (December 2023). Etsy targeted by child trafficking conspiracy theories. https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/kenya/etsy-targeted-by-child-trafficking-conspiracy-theories/ar-AA1lShqq [Reprinted in Daily Mail (21 December, 2023). https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-12892225/Etsy-targeted-child-trafficking-conspiracy-theories.html]
Flynn, C. (2023, December 21). Social Media Turned Sofia Mckenna’s Tragic Disappearance Into A Murder Mystery. Rolling Stone. https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/social-media-sofia-mckenna-disappearance-true-crime-mystery-1234932544/
Dickinson, Tim (8 December, 2023). Elon Musk Drove a 9,500-Percent Surge in Pizzagate Content. Rolling Stone. https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/elon-musk-drove-massive-spike-pizzagate-content-1234920066/
Kiefer, Eric. (1 December, 2023). Montclair State Study: 'Pizzagate' Posts On X Spiked 

Dramatically After Elon Musk Boosted The Conspiracy. https://patch.com/new-jersey/montclair/montclair-state-study-pizzagate-posts-x-spiked-dramatically-after-elon-musk

Carless, W. (7 July, 2023). Stat of the week: 82 percent. USA Today. [Cited]. Retrieved from: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2023/07/07/proud-boys-fined-jan-6-suspect-arrested-near-obama-house/70387451007/
fakecheck_offiziell (29 March, 2023). Kinderhandel auf Etsy. MDR/funk. https://www.tiktok.com/@fakecheck_offiziell/video/7351804517928783137

Peterka-Benton, D. & Benton, B. (2023). “Truth as a Victim: The challenge of anti-trafficking education in the age of Q.” Insights on Human Trafficking: Anti-Trafficking Review. Acaudio, https://acaudio.com/publication/3547.
Orazem, E. (24 November, 2022). How the arrest of a Brazilian woman in the US forces the country to reassess its human trafficking problem. Brazil De Fato. [citations and video] Retrieved from: https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2022/11/24/como-a-prisao-de-uma-brasileira-nos-eua-forca-o-pais-a-reavaliar-seu-problema-de-trafico-humano

Video URL: https://youtu.be/Ef-MkJH1DEo

Hillestad, L. K. (21 November, 2022) New electoral alliance in the USA: - Could become a very dangerous situation. E24 (Norway). [Cited] Retrieved from: https://e24.no/shared/teknologi/i/BWWAQ7/konspirasjonskandidatene?pwsig2=4833dcc89e9cfc5f2445f77a3cfc54a480284569391383f826c05c3178467afe_1669663925_TGlubg==North

Lee, S. (August 26, 2022). What happens when your brand is co-opted by extremists? The Hustle. [Cited] Retrieved from: https://thehustle.co/what-happens-when-your-brand-is-co-opted-by-extremists/

Peterka-Benton, B. (Contributor). (13 August, 2022). BBC Trending: Why is QAnon attracting followers in Russia and why are many of them now falling silent? [Audio podcast]. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct43d8.

Fagan, M. (1 November, 2022). Hidden in plainsight: How human trafficking affects NJ communities. Northjersey.com [feature article about the Global Center on Human Trafficking; citations and video interview]

Friedman, M. (2 November, 2022). New Jersey Playbook. Politico. [Cited]. Retrieved from: https://www.politico.com/newsletters/new-jersey-playbook/2022/11/02/where-theres-still-smoke-theres-a-casino-00064543

Thompson, S. (25 June, 2022). The Leader of the QAnon Conspiracy Theory Returns. The New York Times. [Cited] 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/25/technology/qanon-leader-returns.html

Kirkpatrick, D. & Thompson, S. (March 24, 2022) QAnon Cheers Republican Attacks on Jackson. Democrats See a Signal. The New York Times. [Research cited] https://web.archive.org/web/20220328154903/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/24/us/qanon-supreme-court-ketanji-brown-jackson.html

Peterka-Benton, B. & Benton, B. (24 January, 2021). Commentary on January 6th Capitol Riot. WNBC 4 News. [interview; segment also ran during Sunday morning news]

Adely, H. (23 January, 2021). How hate groups are hijacking fashion brands. USA Today. [Cited] https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/2021/01/23/montclair-state-nj-explores-fashion-hate-messages-after-capitol-riots/6673430002/?gnt-cfr=1

Adely, H. (21 January, 2021). North Jersey researchers study how hate groups hijack brands, social causes to radicalize. Northjersey.com [cited; feature of research] Retrieved from: https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2021/01/21/montclair-state-nj-explores-fashion-hate-messages-after-capitol-riots/6631228002/

Schuhmacher, S. (11 May, 2020). Food Banks, Gefängnisse, Obdachlose: Österreicher berichten über die sozialen Auswirkungen von Corona in USA. New Yorker Geschichten. Der Standard. [Cited]. Retrieved from https://www.derstandard.de/story/2000117344318/food-banks-gefaengnisse-obdachlose-oesterreicher-berichten-ueber-die-sozialen-auswirkungen
Presentations and Professional Memberships
Selected Presentations

Global Center on Human Trafficking

Presented: Engagement of Libraries in Preventing and Addressing Human Trafficking in the State of New Jersey (November 2025)

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 

Presented: Fighting Disinformation Online: The Digital Services Act in the American Context (March 2024)

International Human Trafficking & Social Justice Conference Annual Conference

Co-presented: Gaps in Human Trafficking Research: Findings from an Expert Roundtable Discussion (September 2023)

Invited Speaker at the University of Graz Law School. Human Trafficking in the US – Current Trends and Issues in Identification, Investigation and Prosecution. (June 2023)
New Jersey Communication Association 27th Annual Conference 

Co-presented: Lone Wolf 2.0 - An Online Radicalization Case Study of the Gendron Manifesto. (April 2023)
Invited Speaker for the Consortium for the Humanities and Social Sciences at Farmingdale State College.

Panelist: Publishing a Textbook – Notes from the Authors. (April 2023)
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 

Presented: Lone Wolf 2.0 - An Online Radicalization Case Study. (March 2023)

Invited Speaker Spring 2023 Teaching Symposium: Strategies, Practices and Technologies to Promote Social Learning and Belonging at Montclair State University 

Co-presented: Panel - Leveraging Social Annotation with Hypothes.is (January 2023)
Invited Speaker Medieval Society at the University of Central Oklahoma 

Presented: From Thor’s Hammer to Thor’s Hate. Extremist Cooptation of Medieval Symbolism. (November 2022)
New Jersey Coalition Against Human Trafficking Health Care Conference 2022

Co-presented: The Intersections of Disabilities and Human Trafficking. October 2022.

Global Center on Human Trafficking @ Montclair State University 

Presented: Hacking Human Trafficking: The Case of QAnon. (April 2022)
Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women: Anti-Trafficking Education from Workers and Movements for Rights and Justice 

Roundtable Discussant. (September 2021)
New Jersey Commission on Human Trafficking January 2021

Co-presented: Understanding Human Trafficking in New Jersey: An Analysis of Data Collection. Grant Report Presentation.
10-year Anniversary School of Communication and Media @ Montclair State University (October 2021)

Co-presented: Social Media as a Platform of Hate Speech. MSU SCM 2.0. October 2021.

24th/25th Annual Jersey Communication Association Conference March 2021 (e-conference COVID-19)

Truth as a Victim: QAnon as a Threat in Human Trafficking Discourse

20th Annual Conference of the European Society of Criminology September 2020 (e-conference COVID-19)
Skadi Forum: A Digital Ethnography of a Germanic online community
Popular Culture Association 2020 Annual Conference 

Heritage as Hate: Codification of White Nationalism in the Skadi Forum"; (Conference canceled COVID-19).

Montclair State University Social Justice Conference 2019

"Human Trafficking in our World"; (Conference canceled COVID-19)

Montclair State University Out of the Fields: Mapping and Understanding Labor Exploitation in the Food Industry Awareness Campaign March 2020
Roundtable Discussant: Fighting Exploitation in the Field and Beyond: Advocacy and Social Responsibility

13th Annual Conference Society for Terrorism Research (Oslo, Norway; June 2019)

Presented: Harnessing Open-Source Databases for Tracing Right-Wing Terrorism: An Investigative Approach

23rd Annual Conference of the New Jersey Communication Association (Montclair, NJ; April 2019)

Co-Presented: Hating in Plain Site: The Hide and Seek Game of Hatejacking Brands

Won “Top Faculty Paper Award” 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2019 (Baltimore, MD) Presented: Tracking Right-Wing Terrorism Across the United States and Europe: a Comparative Analysis 

Montclair State University Social Justice Conference 2019
Provided Workshop: Hating in Plain Sight: How Hate Groups Adopt Symbols and Brands (co-presented with Bond Benton)

SUNY Farmingdale – SUNY Council on Writing Conference 2018

Presented: Telecollaborative Writing in Cross-cultural Online Learning

SUNY Fredonia - Professional Development Day Fall 2016
Presented: Breaking into Online Teaching: Is Teaching Online Right for Me?

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2016 (Denver, CO)
Presented: Inmates with Mental Illness in New York State Jails: An Assessment

Presented: Online Teaching and Learning (for Teaching, Learning and Scholarship section)

SUNY Fredonia - Ad hoc panel presentation and discussion (Nov. 2015)
Organized and presented: “ISIS Terror in Europe: Perspectives on The Islamic State, Migration, and Culture"

Co-presenters: Dr. Caviedes and Dr. Swansinger
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2015 (Orlando, FL)

Presented: Symbolism of the Battle of Thermopylae for Hate Groups and Far Right Organizations

SUNY Fredonia - Professional Development Day Fall 2014

Presented: Communicating Across Cultures
Co-presenter: Dr. Bond Benton

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2014 (Philadelphia, PA)
Roundtable Presentation: Planning and Participating in the New ACJS Section on Teaching, Learning, and Scholarship (Elected to Steering Committee for new ACJS Section on Teaching Learning and Scholarship)
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2013 (Dallas, TX)

Presented: Law, Crime, and Punishment in Austria: A Faculty-led Study Abroad Program

For Criminal Justice Students

Northeast Popular Culture Association

Conference 2012 (Rochester, NY)

Presented: “When the Abyss Looks Back. Treatments of Human Trafficking in Superhero Comic Books”

New York State Association of Incarcerated Education Programs, Inc. Annual Conference 2012 (Saratoga Springs, NY)
Presented: “Prison Education and Training in Europe”

SUNY Fredonia 6th Annual Teaching and Learning Conference (2012)

Presented: “Prison Education and Training in Europe”

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2011 (Toronto, CA)

 Presented: “Transnistria: Security Loop-hole at Europe’s Doorstep”
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences Annual Meeting 2010 (San Diego, USA)

Presented: “Right wing extremism in Austria: Still a current threat?”
European Society of Criminology 8th Annual Conference 2008 (Edinburg, UK)

Presented: “Organized Human Smuggling in Austria”

University of Vienna Panel Discussion: „Trafficking in Human Beings“, Research Findings and New Approaches, 21.01.08 (Vienna, Austria)
Professional Memberships

New Jersey Human Trafficking Task Force
NJ Office of the Attorney General

Division of Criminal Justice
NJ Human Trafficking Task Force
· NJHTTF Education Subcommittee

National Coalition to End Child Marriage
American Society of Criminology 

· Member (since 2022)

· Member Division of Critical Criminology and Social Justice (since 2023)
Global Association of Human Trafficking Scholars

· Research Scholar Member (since 2022)
New Jersey Coalition Against Human Trafficking

· Member Operational Council (since 2020)

· Member Legislative Subcommittee (since 2025)
· Member Education Subcommittee (2021-2024)
Academy of Criminal Justice Science
· Teaching and Learning Section

· Elected board member Feb. 2015 – Jan. 2017 (Executive Counselor)

· Steering Committee Member for newly established section
· Security and Crime Prevention Section
· Elected board member Feb. 2012 – Jan. 2014 (Vice President)
· Elected board member Feb. 2010 - Jan. 2012 (Secretary)
· International Section

· Elected board member Jan. 2011 - Jan. 2013 (Executive Counselor)
European Society of Criminology

· Member 2008-2016

Society for Terrorism Research

· Member 2019-2021

Other Work Experience

Norwich University (Northfield, VT)
11/11-06/17
· Adjunct Faculty Master of Arts in Diplomacy Online Program

· Instructor for GDL 542L “Terrorism: Introduction and State Sponsored Terrorism” 
U.S. Embassy Vienna (Austria)

5/04-12/08
· Surveillance Detection Coordinator for the Regional Security Office

· operational management of counterterrorism and surveillance program
· statistical data analysis

· training and development for surveillance detection team

· consultancy for UN Security Office Vienna

Webster University Vienna, Webster University St. Louis MO, University of Vienna, International University Vienna
2005 - 2008
· Visiting Professor teaching courses in Human Trafficking, Criminology, International Crime and Justice and Diplomatic Protocol

· Expert lecturer on several topics: death penalty, profiling, criminology, US justice system 
Group 4 Falck (Vienna, Austria)
2/03-5/04

· project manager for diplomatic security services (supervision of over 100 guards)

· recruiting of suitable personnel for guard services to embassies 

· development of training programs for security personnel

· project management for new national traffic toll enforcement system
Butler County Adult Probation (Ohio, USA)
11/02-1/03

· Intensive Supervision Officer

· supervision of adult felony offenders

· day to day tasks include: drug screening, weekly office visits, homevisits, court  

appearances, arrests, searches, etc.

University of Cincinnati (Ohio, USA)
9/01-10/02

· Research associate for the Dean’s Office at UC’s College of Education

· assisted with administration of College of Education grant programs (incl. Gear Up)

· assisted the director of outreach and services with evaluation, creation, and delivery of professional development courses

· edited and published quarterly College of Education Newsletter

Central Missouri State University (Warrensburg, USA)
Spring and Summer 2001

· graduate assistant in international student services

· assisted international students in orienting them to the university and community

· facilitated meetings and programs for the organization
Professional Development, Training and Skills

Montclair State University

· Intro to Canvas (Online; 8/18)

· Attended ACE Women’s Network Career Development “Managing Up and Around the University (10/18)

· Completed CITI Human Subjects Research Montclair Basic Faculty Course (10/18)

· Completed CITI Export Compliance State 1 (4/19)

· Completed “at-risk” for University and College Faculty and Staff training (9/18)

Online Learning Consortium/OPEN SUNY

· Completed Instructional Design Certificate Program (10/17-10/18)

SUNY Fredonia
2016

· Attended Workshop ‘The Chair as a Leader’

· Attended Workshop ‘Best Practices for Engaging with New Employee Hires'

· Attended OnCourse Gradebook

2015

· Attended Strategic Enrollment Management Workshop

· Attended Moodle Rooms Training (12 hours) – October 2015

· Attended Intro to Moodle

· Attended Moodle Gradebook

· Attended Introduction to Omni Update

2014

· Attended Summit on General Education (SUNY Fredonia)

· Attended “Leaving ANGEL – What is this Moodle thing anyway?” (PDC)

· Attended Teaching and Learning conference 
· Attended PDC Professional Development Day

· Attended PDC event “Let us help you with tools and resources for Academic Advising”

· Attended PDC event “Degree Works!”

2013
· Attended “Teaching Research and Information Literacy Skills: A Hands On Approach” (PDC)

· Attended “Tools of Engagement Project (TOEP): Discovery Learning On-demand Professional Development”

· Attended “Policies that Impact Academic Advising” (PDC)

· Attended “Vision of SUNY Fredonia as a Global Community (PDC)
2011/2012

· Attended PDC workshop “Aligning Department and Unit-level Student Learning Outcomes to the Baccalaureate Goals”

· Attended iTunes U workshop (PDC)

· Attended Pearson Webinar “Learning Design: The Science Behind a Great Course” (Pearson/Chronicle of Higher Education)

· participated in SUNY Fredonia Disruption Day

· participated in eCOTS (Electronic Conference On Teaching Statistics)

· Attended Elluminate workshop (PDC)

2010/2011
· Completed “Basic Human Research” course (IRB)

· Cultural Competency Workshop

· Participated in Connections mentoring program with PDC (mentor: Dr. Vassoler-Froelich)

· Angel Gradebook course 
· Angel I-Tunes U 

· Completed SLN 201 “Online Teaching”

· Academic Advising Workshop 
· Research and Grants Workshop 
· Tenure and Promotion Workshop
Various security related trainings
2003-2007
· Surveillance Detection Training – U.S. State Department
· Airport Security Systems - Amsterdam Airport Schiphol

· Communication and Cultural Issues in Security Management – U.S. Consulate, Jerusalem

· Seminars in Chemical Warfare, Explosives, and Counterterrorism – U.S. State Department

· Seminar in Explosives Detection – Federal Austrian Police

Language skills
· English (fluent), Russian (basics – 2 years)

· Spanish (school level - 4 years), German (native language)
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