
The AI Mind and Meaning Making

Lee Rainie
Montclair State  

4.15.25



https://imaginingthedigitalfuture.org/reports-and-publications/close-encounters-of-the-ai-kind/

https://imaginingthedigitalfuture.org/reports-and-publications/close-encounters-of-the-ai-kind/




There will be an ever-shifting 
boundary between what’s 
human intelligence and what’s 
machine intelligence

This evolution is challenging 



This evolution challenges us all to reimagine 
…  

Who we are: What happens when superior intelligence 
is all around us?

What we do: How do we change as GenAI agents help 
us and represent us?

How we connect: What becomes of trust as GenAI
content becomes part of civic news and info ecology?
How we think: What shifts occur in our decision-
making when augmented intelligence is everywhere?
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Generative AI and 
higher education survey
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In the next five years, how much do you think Generative AI tools will 
affect the typical teaching model at your institution?

Note: Leaders of larger schools (>10,000 students) were far more likely to 
predict significant change than leaders of small or medium-sized schools. 

Those who did not  answer are not shown. Numbers may not total 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Nov. 4-Dec. 7, 2024



Generative AI and 
higher education survey

To what extent do you believe Generative AI tools may impact students 
in the future when it comes to these aspects of their academic lives?
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Enhance and customize learning

Improve research skills

Increase creativity

Increase ability to write clearly & persuasively

A lot Some
Not much/ 
not at all

Those who did not  answer are not shown. Numbers may not total 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Nov. 4-Dec. 7, 2024



Generative AI and 
higher education survey

To what extent do you believe Generative AI tools may impact students 
in the future when it comes to these aspects of their academic lives?
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Develop overreliance on GenAI tools

Increase concerns about academic integrity

Decrease attention spans

Widen digital inequities

A lot Some
Not much/ 
not at all

Those who did not  answer are not shown. Numbers may not total 100% due to rounding.
Source: Survey by AAC&U and Elon University, Nov. 4-Dec. 7, 2024
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