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EDUCATION 
	Ph.D.







M.A.







B.S.                 
	Michigan State University, 2019
African American and African Studies 
Concentration in Urban Education
Graduate Certificate in Urban Education 
Dissertation: “Being in the Center of the Projects”: Urban Education,
Structural Inequities, and Provisional Resistance
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Terah Venzant Chambers 

Morgan State University, 2014
African American Studies
Focus on History and African American History
Thesis: Socially, Psychologically, and Therefore Physically Unbeautiful: An Examination of the Early 1900s Black American Female Perception of Beauty
Thesis Chair: Dr. Debra Newman Ham

Towson University, 2011
Psychology 
Minor in African American Studies
Advisor: Dr. Lena Ampadu 




PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS
	2025 – Present



2021 – 2025
	Assistant Professor of Africana Studies
Humanities Program
Bloomfield College of Montclair State University

Lecturer (FTE)
Interdisciplinary Studies Program
University of Central Florida

	2020 – 2021                


	Perry Williams Postdoctoral Fellow 
Department of Africana Studies
The College of Wooster




PUBLICATIONS
Refereed Journal Articles
*Denotes research with students under my direct supervision

Gaines, L. T. (2025). Immersing undergraduate students in Diasporic experiences: Black Studies, study away, and Afro Puerto Rico. Journal of Black Studies, 56(3), 192 - 211. https://doi.org/10.1177/00219347241312357

Gaines, L. T., and *Massanari-Thatcher, V. (2024). “Waging a battle for first class citizenship”: Black women, beauty advertisements, and the horror of inequity. Journal of African American Studies. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12111-024-09652-x

Gaines, L. T. (2024). Studying away post-COVID and beyond: Making high impact practices equitable. EIKI Journal of Effective Teaching Methods, 2(2). https://doi.org/10.59652/jetm.v2i2.215

Gaines, L. T. (2024). Serving African American students at a Hispanic-Serving Institution: Black centered action instruction as a pedagogical practice. Journal of Underrepresented & Minority Progress, 8(1). https://www.ojed.org/index.php/jump/article/view/5338

Williams, F. and Gaines, L. (2023). Implementing foundations of quality through online and hybrid course design: A Study-Away Course Case Study. Journal of Adult Education in Tanzania, 25(2). https://doi.org/10.61408/jaet2023v25i02.01

Gaines, L. T. (2022). “This ain’t just a rap song”: 2Pac, sociopolitical realities, and Hip Hop Nation Language. Journal of Hip Hop Studies, 9(1). https://doi.org/10.34718/ce1e-8428
Gaines, L. T. (2021). In the midst of the water crisis: Language and resistance in Flint. Race Ethnicity and Education, 24(4), 470-484. https://doi.org/10.1080/13613324.2021.1890557 
Refereed Book Chapters

Gaines, L. T. (2026). Enhancing student development with a hybrid study away course through the Gullah Geechee Corridor. In F. Williams, Ensuring equity, access, and inclusion in digital learning. IG Global Scientific Publishing. 




CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

International Conferences
Refereed Presentations 

Gaines, L. T. (2025). “The struggle for freedom, justice, and equality transcends racial and ethnic boundaries”: Cooperation and conflict amongst Black and Japanese Americans [paper presentation]. Japan Black Studies Association, 71st Annual Conference. Fukuoka, Japan.

Gaines, L. T. (2024). Black Studies and study away: Immersing students in Afro Puerto Rico [paper presentation]. Japan Black Studies Association, 70th Annual Conference. Tokyo (Shibuya), Japan.

Gaines, L. T. (2022). “The color line … may go forever”: Beauty advertisements, Black women, and the imagination of equality [paper presentation]. Japan Black Studies Association, 68th Annual Conference. Tokyo, Japan/Virtual Meeting.

Gaines, L. T. (2022). “Turns black skin white”: Black women, status, and early 1900s American beauty advertisements [paper presentation]. Eurasia Research, International Conference on Social Science and Humanities, 8th International Conference. The Tomlinson Centre, London, UK. (Awarded Best Paper Presenter Award)

Gaines, L. T. (2021). “The school buildings are not structurally appropriate for a learning environment”: Educational inequities and provisional resistance in Baltimore [paper presentation]. Japan Black Studies Association, 67th Annual Conference. Tokyo, Japan/Virtual Meeting.

Gaines, L. T. (2020). “Being in the center of the projects”: Urban education, structural inequities, and provisional resistance [paper presentation]. Japan Black Studies Association, 66th Annual Conference. Meiji Gakuin University, Shirokane Campus, Tokyo, Japan. (Paper accepted, conference canceled because of global efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19)

National Conferences
	Refereed Presentations

Gaines, L. T. (2025). From the Classroom to the Coast: Studying Away, Gullah Geechee Culture, and Practices of Resistance. Conference on Race, Racialization, and Resistance: Curriculum, Pedagogy, and Humanities. Seattle, Washington. 

Gaines, L. T. (2023). Studying away as a pedagogy of resistance: High impact learning practices for marginalized students in anti-DEI Florida [paper presentation]. Association for Ethnic Studies, 51st Annual Conference. Howard University, Washington, D.C.

Gaines, LT. (2023). There is strength in numbers: Recruitment as a tool for protecting Ethnic Studies [paper presentation]. Association for Ethnic Studies, 51st Annual Conference. Howard University, Washington, D.C.

Gaines, L. T., Woodill, S., Cadwell Bazata, D., Eadens, D. A., and Haslett, K. (2022). Centering diversity, equity, and inclusion in Interdisciplinary Studies at the University of Central Florida [paper presentation]. The Association for Interdisciplinary Studies, 44th Annual Conference. Sanoma State University, Rohnert Park, California. 

Gaines, L. T. (2021). “There’s boarded up project houses”: Socio-economic injustices, urban education, and provisional resistance in Baltimore [paper presentation]. Critical Race Studies in Education Association, 14th Annual Conference. University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware. 

Gaines, L. T. (2021). Black centered action instruction: Interdisciplinary pedagogies to serve Black student learning [paper presentation]. The Association for Interdisciplinary Studies, 43rd Annual Conference. Southern Utah University, Virtual Meeting. 

Gaines, L. T. (2020) Provisional resistance as temporary survival: A case study of Baltimore, urban education, and structural inequities [paper session]. AERA Annual Meeting San Francisco, CA http://tinyurl.com/tzq4ogp (Conference Canceled, COVID-19/Coronavirus)

Gaines, L. T. (2020). Serving African American students at a Hispanic-Serving Institution: Black centered action instruction as a pedagogical practice of a Black Studies educator [paper presentation]. National Council for Black Studies, 44th annual conference. Atlanta, Georgia. 

Gaines, L. T. (2020). “We’re here to support our parents and our students.”: African American Language to express community [paper presentation]. National Council for Black Studies, 44th annual conference. Atlanta, Georgia. 

Gaines, L. T. (2020). Tupac’s use of Hip Hop Nation Language to relay, resist, and promote resilience [paper presentation]. National Council for Black Studies, 44th annual conference. Atlanta, Georgia. 

Gaines, L. T. (2019). “Being in the center of the projects”: Urban education, structural inequities, and provisional resistance [paper presentation]. National Council for Black Studies, 43rd annual conference. New Orleans, Louisiana.

Gaines, L. T. (2017). Urban education and structural inequities: A Baltimore case study [paper presentation]. The Association for the Study of African American Life and History, 102nd annual meeting and conference. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Gaines, L. T. (2017). In the midst of crisis: Language and resistance in Flint [paper presentation]. National Council for Black Studies, 41st annual conference. Houston, Texas.

State and Regional Conferences
	Refereed Presentations

Gaines, L. T., and Williams, F. (2023). An unexpected packing list: Making study away accessible for all students through course design. Digital Learning Day [paper presentation]. University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida.  

Williams, F., and Gaines, L. T., (2023). Exploring classroom language use: Students’ perceptions of language inclusivity and exclusivity. 2023 St. Leo University Research Symposium, Dialogue Across Disciplines [paper presentation]. St. Leo University, St. Leo, Florida. 


HONORS, AWARDS, AND RECOGNITION 
	Research Awards
2022 




2020 – 2021                      


2018



2017



2017



2016  


Teaching Recognition

2025


2025


2025 


2024


2023



2023


2022                     

2022



Service Awards

2023 and 2024


2020  
                    
	   
Best Paper Presenter Award, International Conference on Social Science 
& Humanities (ICSSH), London, UK. Paper title: “Turns Black Skin 
White”: Status, Black Women, and Early 1900s American Beauty 
Advertisements. 

Perry-Williams Postdoctoral Fellowship
Funded $60,000

Michigan State University, College of Arts and Letters, Summer Support
Fellowship
Funded $4,500

Michigan State University, College of Education, Urban Education 
Retention Fellowship
Awarded $1,600 

Michigan State University, College of Arts and Letters, Summer Support
Fellowship
Awarded $5,000 to support doctoral research. 

Michigan State University, Academic Achievement Graduate Assistantship




Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award, University of Central Florida, Awarded $2,000

InnovatHER Award, Black Faculty and Staff Association, University of Central Florida

Affordable Instructional Materials (AIM High) Certificate of Recognition, University of Central Florida

Innovative Teaching Award, College of Undergraduate Studies, University of Central Florida

High Impact Practice (HIP) Course Designation and Research Intensive Course Designation, University of Central Florida, IDS 4602: Reviving the Past: Researching Lost Communities

Quality Online Course Designation, University of Central Florida,
IDS 4602: Reviving the Past: Researching Lost Communities 

Faculty Member of the Game (Football), University of Central Florida 

Affordability Counts, University of Central Florida,
IDS 4912: Directed Independent Research: Reviving the Past: Researching Lost Communities course (Study Away Course to New Orleans, Louisiana summer 2022)


Service Award, Black Faculty and Staff Association, University of Central Florida

San José State University Assigned Time for Exceptional Levels of
Service to Students Award
Awarded $4,500 




INVITED LECTURES, PRESENTATIONS, TALKS, AND PANELS (WITH HONORARIUM)
	2024




2023


2022



2022       
	Invited Panelist, Summer Faculty Development Institute (Hispanic Serving Institution Track), University of Central Florida
Presentation title: “Serving Students in the Margins: Making Immersive Experiences Accessible to All Students”

Invited Speaker, Delta Red Carpet: The Color Purple, The Orlando Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Featured Speaker, Life at UCF, University of Central Florida.
Presentation title: “Have Soft White Skin by Tonight”: Horror, Inequity, and Beauty Advertisements

John T. Washington Lecture Series, Invited Featured Speaker, Africana 
Studies Program and Interdisciplinary Studies Program, University of 
Central Florida. 
Presentation title: “It Could, in Fact, Conquer the Color 
Line”: Black Women, Beauty Advertisements, and Dreams of Equality.
https://youtu.be/XMwmb_SYfXg




INVITED LECTURES, PRESENTATIONS, TALKS, PANELS, AND WORKSHOPS (WITHOUT HONORARIUM)
	2024 


2023



2023 



2023




2021






2021                
	University of Central Florida’s Office of Undergraduate Research, Summer Research Academy, Faculty Panel

University of Central Florida’s International Education Week 
Presentation title: Go Away!: Study Abroad and Study Away with the College of Undergraduate Studies

The Ginsburg Center for Inclusion and Community Engagement’s 11th Annual Student Success Conference
Presentation title: Study Abroad, Study Away

Juneteenth Celebration, hosted by University of Central Florida’s Multicultural Student Center, Black Student Union, Ginsburg Center for Inclusion and Community Engagement, and Black Faculty & Staff Association

James Weldon Johnson Lecture Series, Invited Panelist, Africana Studies 
Program and Interdisciplinary Studies Program, University of Central 
Florida. 
Presentation title: “In 1492, Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue”: 
Lost Communities, Study Away Initiatives, and Student Retention. https://youtu.be/z8H6suIEV94

Discussion of Daughters of the Dust, Invited Panelist, Department of
English, The College of Wooster




TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Bloomfield College of Montclair State University

AFS/HIS 105: Introduction to Africana Studies
AFS/HIS 207: African American History to 1877
FYS 100: First-Year Seminar

The University of Central Florida 

IDS 3053: Interdisciplinary Research Methods
IDS 3333: Issues in Diversity Studies
IDS 3933: Cornerstone Experience
IDS 4602: Reviving the Past: Researching Lost Communities
IDS 4686: Diversity, Popular Media, and Representations
IDS 4903H: Honors Directed Readings I 
IDS 4904H: Honors Directed Readings II 
IDS 4934: Capstone Experience
IDS 4970H: Honors Thesis I
IDS 4971H: Honors Thesis II

The College of Wooster

AFST 200: Education of the Africana Child
AFST 240: Black Women in America, 1619-1960
AFST 241: Black Women in Contemporary Society 
AFST 401: Junior Independent Study
AFST 451: Senior Independent Study Thesis (semester 1) 
AFST 452: Senior Independent Study Thesis (semester 2) 

San José State University
	
AFAM 2A: African Americans and the Development of America’s History and Government 
AFAM 2B: African Americans and the Development of America’s History and Government 
AFAM 22: The Humanities in African American Culture 
AFAM 25: The Changing Majority: Power and Ethnicity in America 
AFAM 110: Education of the Black Child 
AFAM 111: African Nations, History, Politics, and Culture 
AFAM 120: Sociology of African American Communities 
AFAM 134: The Black Civil Rights Movements 
AFAM 180: Individual Studies: New Orleans: Community Building and Beignets 
AFAM 190: Internship in Community Development 


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ORGANIZATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

National Council for Black Studies (NCBS), Lifetime Member
Association for Ethnic Studies (AES)
Japan Black Studies Association (JBSA)
Association for Interdisciplinary Studies (AIS)
American Educational Research Association (AERA)
Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASAALH)
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Phi Alpha Theta International Honors Society (Inducted in 2014)


INTERVIEWS AND PODCASTS
	2023

2023

	The Stage is Mine Podcast

University of Central Florida’s student newspaper, NSM Today
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