The Role of a Principal Investigator

A Principal Investigator (PI) has the responsibility of implementing a sponsored project for which external funding has been awarded. Externally sponsored projects are contractual agreements between a sponsor and Montclair State University. In order for MSU to fulfill its obligation under these agreements, it relies on the PI to perform these responsibilities.

The PI's administrative responsibilities include:

· Attesting that expenditures are made for the intended purpose of the project and in accordance with sponsor requirements, university policy and procedures and government regulations.

· Ensuring that the technical requirements of the award, such as IRB annual approvals are met.

· Ensuring the timely completion of progress and financial reports.

· Ensure personnel, including students, administrative staff, faculty, consultants and subgrantees, carry out their responsibilities in accordance with the terms of the grant or contract.

Although the PI may delegate administrative responsibility to another individual, he or she is fully responsible for all expenditures, changes in the program and conduct of the funded project. If there is more than one designated PI for a sponsored research project, both PIs share the responsibility and authority for leading and implementing the project.

Eligibility to serve as a PI is a privilege limited to full-time faculty or staff at Montclair State University.

